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QUEEN’8 

,Moft  Excellent  Majesty. 


Madam, 


|  guilty  of  in  thus  approach- 
^  ing  your  Sacred  Hands 


cufe  the  Prefumption  l  am 


is  nothing  can  ex* 


with  fo  mean  a  Trifle,  but  the  Subjedt 
here  treated  of,  which  is  of  Princes  and 
Potentates,  Kingdoms  and  Territories, 
Prerogative  and  Property,  Dominion 
and  Loyalty,  War  and  Peace. 

I  have  with  a  ftudious  Delight,  for 
above  Twenty  Years  paft,  convers'd 
with  thefe  Innocent  Creatures  the  Bees , 
and  havemot  failed  (to  take  all  Oppor¬ 
tunities)  to  inform  myfelf,  by  the  moll 
curious  Obfervations,  of  their  Nature 
and  Oeconomy;  wherein  I  find  fo 
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many  Things  that  refemble  Your  Ma- 
j£fty"s  happy  State  and  Government, 
that  all  the  while  1  was  writing  of  this 
Book,  I  could  not  forbear  wishing  I 
might  Dedicate  it  to  Your  Majefty : 
But  thole  Ambitious  Thoughts  of  mine 
were  foon  curb’d,  by  reflecting  on  the 
Meannefs  of  the  Oblation,  till  I  reco¬ 
ver'd  myfelf  by  the  Confideration  of 
your  ex  ten  five  Goodnefs,  who,  like  the 
Sun,  difplay  the  Beams  of  Your  Fa¬ 
vour  on  the  Unworthy,  as  well  as  the 
Meritorious. 

Indeed,  no  Monarch  in  the  World 
is  fo  abfolute  as  the  Queen  of  the  Bees, 
(which  pleads  very  much  with  me, 
that  Monarchy  is  founded  in  Nature, 
and  approv'd  by  the  great  Ruler  of 
princes.)  But  oh,  what  Harmony, 
what  lovely  Order  is  there  in  the  Go- 
,  vein  meet  of  the  Bees  !  The  Queen- Bee 
governs  with  Clemency  and  Sweetnds, 
fo  doth  Your  Majefty  ;  (he  is  obey’d 
and  defended,  out  of  Choice  and  In¬ 
clination,  by  her  Subjects;  fo  is  Your 
Majefty.  And  here  I  cannot  but  wifli 
that  all  Your  Majefty’s  Subjects  were 
as  unanimoufly  Loyal  as  the  Subjects 
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of  the  $>ueen~Bee^  in  whole  Nature 
there  is  fo  ftrongly  (as  well  as  ftrauge- 
ly)  plac’d  a  Principle  of  Obedience* 
whereas  I  doubt  here  Your  Majefty  is 
not  altogether  fo  happy ;  for  though  all 
the  Thoufands  of  Your  Britannick  If- 
rael  efteem  your  Majefty ’s  Perfon  as 
Sacred,  and  fcarce  fuch  a  Villain  is  a- 
mong  us,  who  would  not  lofe  his  Life 
in  the  Defence  of  Your  Majefty  ;  yet 
I  fear  his  not  hard  to  find  fome  few 
unquiet  Spirits,  tho’  ’tis  not  in  their 
Power,  to  trouble  the  Serenity  of  Your 
Government,  or  difturb  the  Quiet  of 
Your  EngUJh  Heart. 

I  here  prefent  your  Majefty  with  a 
true  State  of  thefe  Amazons ,  or  rather 
a  State  of  the  true  Amazons  ;  and  tho* 
there  be  Male  as  well  as  Female  a~ 
mongfl  them,  ’tis  not  for  nothing,  nor 
by  Chance,  that  He  who  is  Wifdom  it- 
felf,  fhould  thus  place  the  Government 
of  their  famous  Monarchy  in  a  Queen* 
who  doth,  tho’  with  aweful  Diftance 
from  Your  Majefty,  fvvay  a  peaceful 
Sceptre,  if  not  affronted  nor  affaulted* 
otherwife,  like  that  of  Your  Majefty ’s, 
one  terrible  to  her  Enemies,  who  will 

maintain 
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maintain  War  with  any  State  that  dares 
2 (Fault  her,  or  invade  even  the  Borders 
of  her  Territories,  attempting  any 
Plunder  or  Devaluation  on  the  Goods 
of  her  Subjeds.  Thefe  noble  Creatures 
have  ( of  late  efpecially)  been  much 
negleded,  and  their  Induftry  not  im¬ 
proved  in  Your  Majefty’s  Dominions  ; 
the  chief  Caufe  of  which,  has  been  Ig¬ 
norance  of  the  right  Way  of  managing 
them,  and  of  the  great  Profit  arifing 
from  their  Labours  5  which  Defed  I 
have  here  fupplied,  by  Diredions  at 
large,  gathered  from  undeniable  Expe¬ 
rience,  which  will  exceedingly  help  the 
Poor,  as  well  as  delight  the  Rich  -y  not 
only  with  various  Obfervations  and 
Speculations,  by  means  of  their  trans¬ 
parent  Hives  here  defcribed,  but  alfo 
with  a  Liquor  no  ways  inferior  to  the 
bell:  of  Wines,  coming  either  from 
France  or  Spain  ;  which  if  they  will 
but  try,  they  will  foon  fit  down  con¬ 
tented  under  their  own  Vine,  and  with 
me  refrefh  themfelves,  with  drinking 
Your  Majefty’s  Health  in  a  Glafs  of 
fuch  as  our  Bees  can  procure  us ;  and 
no  more  long  for  the  expenfive  Wins 
df  our  Enemies.  Thus^ 
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Thus,  Dread  Sovereign,  I  have  pre¬ 
fumed  to  lay  my  <%ueen~Bee,  with  all. 
her  Subjects,  at  Your  Royal  Feet  for 
Protection,  wifhing  that  all  Your  Ma- 
jefty's  Subjects  may  be  as  Affectionate 
and  Dutiful  to  Your  Majefty,  as  my 
Bees'  are  to  their  Queen ;  then  would 
the  preffiog  Weight  of  Government 
grow  eafy  cn  Your  Royal  Shoulders; 
and  to  the  Joy  and  Happinefs  of  all 
Your  Subjects,  You  would  be  long, 
very  long,  able  to  bear  the  Weight  of 
Your  Imperial  Crown. 

And  when,  to  the  unexpreffible 
Grief  of  your  loving  Subjects,  you  lay¬ 
down  this  your  earthly  Diadem,  that 
it  may  be  to  Your  Majefty  a  moil  hap¬ 
py  Exchange  for  a  Crown  of  Eternal 
Glory,  is,  and  ill  all  be  the  Prayer  of,. 

Dread  Sovereign, 

Your  mo  ft  Loyal, 
and  moft  Dutiful  ' 

SabjeCt  and  Servant, 


Joseph  Warder, 
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C  H  A  P,  I. 


The  Defcription  and  Anatomy  of  the 

BEE. 


FI  E  Bee  of  all  Infects  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  mod  noble  ;  for 
thoa  there  are  innumerable 
Variety  of  Infeeds  that  afford 
us  Matter  for  Speculation  and 
Admiration,  (not  without  their  Life)  and 
do  loudly  proclaim  their  thoughtful  Maker 

B  not 
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not  in  hade  in  their  Formation;  yet  none 
can  compare  with  the  Bee,  if  we  add  to 
tjieir  curious  Form,  their  admirable  Work, 
and  the  great  Benefit,  that  by  their  mod 
indefatigable  Labour  doth  arife  to  Man, 
for  whom  they  were  created.  And  fince 
the  kno  wing  their  Nature,  doth  very  much 
conduce  to  the  improving  their  Labours  : 
And  finding  that  mod  of  the  Authors  now 
extant,  that  have  given  the  World  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  Notions  and  Speculations 
about  the  Bees,  have  taken  many  Things 
upon  Trud,  and  handed  them  down  to 
Poderity  for  Certainties,  either  having  no 
Experience  at  all,  or  elfe,  thro’  the  Mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  Avocations,  have  not  been  ve¬ 
ry  curious  in  their  Obfervations  ;  or  have 
been  too  fhort  (as  fome)  or  too  volumi¬ 
nous  (as  others)  for  the  Vulgar  to  appre¬ 
hend;  they  being  dill  at  a  great  Lofs  how 
to  manage  thefe  their  indudrious  Servants 
to  the  bed  Advantage,  for  their  Profit  as 
well  as  Pleafure  ;  the  Supplying  of  which 
Defed,  is  the  Defign  of  this  Book  :  I 
have  try’d,  for  many  Years,  manifold 
Ways  of  keeping  Bees  ;  and  arn  at  lad 
prevail’d  upon,  by  the  Importunities  of 
many,  to  give  the  World  an  Account  of 
what  Knowledge  I  have,  by  infallible 
Experience,  gained,  that  I  may  not  only* 
aired  my  Countrymen  how  to  manage 

them, 
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them,  but  free  them  from  many  Miftakcs 
•about  them. 

The  Bee  is  a  fmall  Creature,  about 
three  Quarters  of  an  Inch  long,  having 
four  Wings  moft  cimoufly  fhaped,  with 
■ftrong  Fibres  round  and  crofs  them,  to 
(Lengthen  the  fine  Cyprefs  of  which  they 
are  fram’d  ;  fix  Legs,  a  large  Mead,  but 
very  fmall  Neck,  alfo  very  (lender  in  the 
Waift  or  middle  Part.  Nature  hath  pro¬ 
vided  her  with  two  Sorts  of  Inftruments 
for  War  and  Defence,  viz.  her  Fangs,  or 
Mouth,  wherein  are  her  Teeth,  that  meet 
in  a  different  Way  from  other  Creatures, 
they  meeting  Tideways  like  a  Pair  of  Pin¬ 
cers,  and  not  one  over  the  other ;  with 
which  they  defend  themfelves,  and  affauli 
others.  But  their  chief  Inftrument  for  War 
is  in  their  Tail,  and  is  call’d  their  Sting 
with  their  Fangs  they  lay  hold  of  Robbers 
which  come  to  fleal  their  Honey,  whilffc 
another  comes  and  carries  Death  to  her 
Bowels  with  her  Spear  or  Sting,  which 
always  carries  Death  wherever  it  comes 
amongft  their  own  Kind,  and  generally 
Death  to  themfelves,  when  their  Sting 
pierceth  any  Thing  human  *,  for  though 
forne times  a  Bee  may  give  you  a  light 
touch  with  her  Spear,  and  away,  yet  ge¬ 
nerally  fpeaking,  they  leave  their  Sting 
behind  them,  with  their  Bowels  joining  to 
it,  and  confequently  their  Life  ;  for  tho9 

B  2  they 
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they  die  not  prefen tly,  yet  they  live  not 
an  Hour,  and  would  live  as  long,  nay,  I 
believe  longer,  cut  afunder  in  the  Middle 
than  they  will  without  their  Stings.  Their 
Sting  is  very  taper  and  fharp,  very  apt, 
when  exerted  by  the  Bee,  to  pierce  the 
Skin,  or  any  other  harder  Body ;  I  have 
had  my  Hand  hung  thro5  a  thick  Buck- 
ikin  Glove:  But  notwithftanding  all  this 
Its  Strength,  it  is  a  hollow  Tube,  and 
contains  its  Poifon  about  theMiddle  of  it, 
plainly  difcover’d  by  the  Help  of  G-Iafies. 
Their  Eyes  are  very  large,  cover’d  over 
with  a  thick  horny  Membrane,  which  is 
the  Occafion  of  their  being  fo  dim-fight- 
ed :  But  to  fupply  this  Defedt,  Nature 
hath  given  her  two  Horns,  which  grow 
above  her  Eyes,  about  the  Tenth  of  an 
Inch  long,  in  each  of  which  there  are  two 
Joints,  one  in  the  Middle,  and  another 
near  the  End,  by  which  they  can  put  them 
forth  when  they  will  to  the  full  Length, 
and  draw  them  in  clofe  to  their  Head 
when  they  pleafe.  Thefe  are  the  Inflru- 
ments  of  Feeling;  they  commonly  carry 
them  thru  ft  out  before  them,  by  which 
they  feel  tenderly  any  Thing  that  is  tan¬ 
gible,  which  doth  hugely  help  their  Dim- 
nefs  of  Sight.  Her  Tongue  is  much  Ion- 
ger  than  her  Mouth  will  contain,  and  io  is 
doubled  underneath,  and  reacheth  a  good 
wav  down  her  Bread.  Her  Body  is  ail 

over 
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over  hairy  as  a  Fox,  and  her  Head  too  % 
nay,  a  great  Part  of  her  very  Eyes  are  co¬ 
ver’d  with  fmall  Flairs,  but  fo  fmall  that 
they  cannot  be  difcern’d  by  the  naked 
Eye,  without  the  Help  of  the  Microfcope, 
which  will  alfo  difcover  the  Brain  in  their 
Head.  Within  the  Bread,  five  hath  a  red* 
difh  fibrous  Flefh,with*Heart  and  Lungs, 
proper  Inftruments  for  Breathing  :  In  the 
hinder  Parts  there  is  a  Gut,  with  its  Anns 
and  Sphinfter ,  as  alfo  their  Bottle  or  Bag,, 
in  which  they  carry  their  Honey,  which 
(by  Mufcles  fitly  adapted  for  that  Pur- 
pofe)  fire  emptieth  into  the  Honey-comb:- 
In  this  Bag  fire  often  fete  hie  th  Water,  to 
mix  up  her  Sandarach  or  Bee-bread,  for 
the  feeding  her  Young,  which  they  are 
very  diligent  and  careful  about,  being 
very  fond  Mothers  of  their  Children,  till* 
they  can  (hi ft  for  themfelves  •,  for  after 
great  Pains  taken,  and  curious  Obferva- 
tions  made,  with  the  Ufe  of  the  beft 
Glades,  I  mull  come  to  this  certain  Con- 
elufion,  That  all  the  working  Bees  are  Fe¬ 
males, 
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C  HA  P.  II. 

7he  'Defcriptlon  and  Anatomy  of  the 
Male  Bee,  vulgarly  known  by  that 
ignominious  Name  of  a  Drone . 

t~Wf\  FI  ER  E  are  none  that  have  kept  Bees 
at  ail,  but  they  know  the  Drones 
from  the  working  Bees  ;  but  they  are  for 
the  mo  ft  Part  abfolutely  ignorant  what 
thefe  Drones  are,  or  what  Nature  hath 
defign’d  them  for.  I  perceive  the  Opinion 
that  moft  prevails  among  the  Country  Bee 
Mi  ft  re  lies,  is*  that  they  are  Bees  that  have 
loft  their  Sting,  and  fo  growing  to  that 
prodigious  Eignefs,  (out  of  all  Proportioa 
to  the  other  Bees)  they  become  Drones. 
Now  this  their  Miftake  is  occafioned  by 
their  feeing  they  do  not  work,  nor  cannot 
fting,  and  that  the  fnialler  Bees  bear  rule 
over  them,  and  fo  they  give  them  that 
contemptible  proverbial  Name  of  a  Drone, 
Now,  I  conceive  I  ought  to  fpeak  forme- 
thing  in  the  Behalf  of  this  poor  abufed 
and  defpifed  Creature,  efpecially  fince 
the  Management  of  Bees  doth  not  a  little 
depend  upon  the  right  knowing  of  thefe 
Drones* 


There 
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There  have  been  many  Errors  about 
them,  and  fome  as  old  as  Virgil ,  ( Ignavum 
fucos  pecus  a  pr^fepibus  arcent)  from  whom 
and  many  others,  (Tot  being  willing  to  go 
through  thick  and  thin  for  Company)  I 
mud:  crave  Leave  to  differ  concerning  this 
noble  Creature,  which  I  fhall  no  longer 
call  a  Drone,  but  the  Male-Bee  :  Since 
he  is  very  induflrious  in  the  Work  which: 
Nature  hath  defign’d  him  for,  which  is 
not  only  Procreation,  but  his  great  Ufe- 
fulnefs  in  fitting  upon,  and  hatching  the 
Eggs,  and  by  his  great  Heat  doth  keep 
warm  the  Brood  when  hatch’d,  thereby 
giving  the  working  Bees  the  more  Liberty 
to  follow  their  Labours  abroad,  whilffc 
they  fupply  their  Place  at  Home,  by  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  the  Young  ;  fo  that  the  Male- 
Bee  is  not  only  of  great  Ufe,  but  of  abfo- 
lute  Neceflity,  not  only  to  the  Being,  but 
the  Well-being  of  the  Colony  of  Bees, 
which  we  fhall  defcribe  as  follows: 

The  fuppofed  Drone-Bee  then  is  the 
Male-Bee,  as  will  at  large  hereafter  ap¬ 
pear:  About  half  as  big  again  as  the  Fe^ 
male  working  Bee,  fomewhat  longer,  and 
not  quite  fo  dark  colour’d  about  the  Head 
and  Shoulders,  efpecially  his  Head  and 
Eyes  much  larger  than  the  Honey-Bee,- 
his  Voice  much  more  loud  and  dreadful, 
often  caufing  Fear  where  no  Fear  is,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  fair  and  timorous  Sex^  for 

B  4,  .  he 


20  The  true  Amazons  :  Or' 

he  having  not  any  Sting,  is  not  in  the 
ieafr  capable  of  hurting  them,  nor  any  o 
ther  Creature,  but  is  abfolutely  under  the 
‘Dominion  of  the  Females.  But  to  go  on, 
he  has  his  Velvet  Cape  about  his  Neck, 
and  is  very  hairy  ail  over  his  Back  *,  his 
Tongue  is  much  fhorter  than  that  of  the 
Females,  neither  can  he  work  it  he  would, 
his  Tongue  not  being  long  enough  to 
reach  the  Honey  out  of  the  focketed 
Flowers. 

As  to  his  Sex,  there  are  many  Argu- 
ments  for  what  1  affert ;  as,  that  all  Crea¬ 
tures  breed  Male  and  Female  ;  and  he,  as 
.is.  often  feen  in  other  Creatures,  being  the 
biggeft,  5tis  moll  probable  that  he  is  of 
the  male  Kind.  I  confefs,  that  being  fub- 
jed  to  the  other  Bees  is  an  Argument  a- 
gainft  me;  but  as  there  is  no  general  Rule 
without  an  Exception,  fo  here  I  mull  beg 
Mr.  Lilly  s  Leave  to  affert-  contrary  to 
Grammar,  that  the  Feminine  is  more  worn 
thy  than,  the  Mafculine  amongft  the  Bees. 
And  here  I  fhall  endeavour  to  draw  my 
Reader  out  of  thofe  unintelligible  Per¬ 
plexities,  that  others,  befidesMr.  Roufden , 
have  impofed  on  the  World.  Mr.  Rouf- 
den ,  I  think,  was  the  laft  Author  that  hath 
writ  about  thefe  deferving  Creatures,  and 
indeed  tells  us,  in  his  Dilcovery  of  Bees, 
that  the  vulgar  Opinion,  that  the  Drone 
Bee  was  a  working  Bee  that  had  loft  her 
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Sting,  and  fo  grew  bigger,  was  a  Miftake  ; 
to  prove  which,  he  tells  us  a  Story  much 
lefs  probable,  viz.  that  he  is  bred  of  ani¬ 
mable  Matter  gather’d  by  the  working  ^ 
Bees,  and  call  into  the  Drone  Comb,  into 
which  animable  Matter,  the  King  Bee  did 
call  his  Sperm,  and  fo  Drones  are  pro¬ 
duced,  which  is  ridiculoufly  falfe  :  For, 
fir  if,  there  is  no  animable  Matter  gather’d 
by  the  Bees,  nor,  if  there  were,  is  there 
any  King  Bee  to  impregnate  it  by  his  fe¬ 
rn  in  al  Virtue;  but  of  this  more,  when  we 
come  to  treat  of  their  Breeding  and  Go¬ 
vernment. 

I  confefs,  it  was  a  bold  Stroke  of  Mr.  ' 
Roufden ,  to  lay  down  fuch  an  Hypothefis, 
and  impofe  it  on  the  World  as  Matter  of 
Fact,  without  giving  us  one  rational  Ar¬ 
gument  to  prove  it,  or  any  one  Experi¬ 
ment  by  which  he  was  let  "into  the  Secret. 
But  to  put  the  Matter  into  a  clear  Light,  " 
let  any  Gentleman  (whofe  Curiofity  leads 
him  to  know  the  Truth,)  butgently  cut  up 
with  a  Launcet,  or  very  fharp  Penknife,  . 
the  Belly  or  hinder  Part  of  the  Drone-Bee, 
there  he  (hall  find,  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
in  Birds,  a  large  Pair  of  Tefticles,  as  big 
as  great  Pins  Heads,  milk-white,  join’d 
together  upward  by  the  Spermatick  Vef- 
fel,  and  hanging  divided  downwards  in 
the  very  Shape  of  the  Stones  of  a  Lamb: 
The  Penis  or  Inftrument  of  Generation, 

B  5.;  indeed  1 
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indeed  is  more  ftrange,  and  will  feem  in¬ 
credible  to  the  Reader,  till  he  hath  try’d 
the  Experiment;  it  grows  near  the  End  of 
the  Tail,  and  fometimes  only  gently  preff- 
mg  one  of  thefe  large  Bees  whilft  alive, 
will  make  it  dart  out ;  the  Strangenefs  of 
its  Form  and  Magnitude  at  firft  did  not 
a  little  furprize  me.  It  is  of  a  reddifli 
White,  and  in  Shape  much  refembling 
the  Elead  of  a  Bullock  with  its  Horns, 
This  drange  Difference  from  the  common 
Bee,  doth  make  fome  of  Opinion,  that 
they  are  a  different  Species  of  Bees,  and 
(as  Roufden)  bred  in  a  different  Manner  ; 
when  indeed  it  is  plain  they  are  all  of  one 
Species,  only  differing,  in  Sex,  Male  and 
Female,  and  fomewhat  in  Magnitude  and 
Colour,  occafioffd  by  their  Difference  in 
Sex,  as  it  is  in  mod  other  Creatures,  as  in 
Man,  the  T  op  of  all  the  fublunary  Crea¬ 
tion  :  Our  Bodies  more  drong  and  robuft, 
our  Voice  like  that  of  the  Male-Bee,,  more 
deep  and  dreadful  *,  whild  the  tender  Sex, 
like  that  of  the  Honey-Bee,  is  fmaller, 
more  fhrill  and  delightful:  But  to  fay  all 
that  will  be  ufeful  of  the  Male-Bee,  or  the* 
fuppofed  Drone,  as  they  are  the  Male-Bee, 
fo  they  are  absolutely  neceffary  to  the- 
Breeding  of  Bees  ;  and  as  they  are  helpful 
in  the  Managing  of  their  Young,  fo  are 
they  very  neceffary,  for  by  their  great 
Heat,  they,  fit  and  hatch,  the  Brood,  keep¬ 
ing. 
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ing  the  Eggs  warm,  whilft  the  Honey- 
Bees,  or  Females,  follow  their  delightful 
Vocation  of  gathering  and  bringing  home 
of  Honey :  During  which  Time,  the 
Drone-Bees  are  not  buffered  to  ftir  from 
the  Brood,  but  about  one  or  two  a  Clock, 
when  the  chief  Part  of  the  Day’s  Work 
is  done  by  the  Bees,  moft  of  them  repair¬ 
ing  home,  take  Care  of  their  own  Brood, 
and  fo  give  Leave  to  thefe  their  obedient 
Mafculine  Servants  to  recreate  themfelves 
•  abroad,  their  Heat  now  being  no  longer 
neceffary  within  Doors  ;  then  you  fhall 
fee  the  Male-Bees  very  thick  about  the 
Mouth  of  the  Hive,  flying  to  and  fro  five 
or  fix  large  Circuits,  to  recreate  and  emp¬ 
ty  themfelves,  then  returning  again  to 
their  beloved  Nedtar,  where  they  are  for  a 
Time  kindly  received  by  their  imperious 
Dames,  efpecially  in  the  Months  of  May 
and  June,  that  being  the  chief  Time  of 
their  Breeding;  and  here,  by  the  Way, 
let  me  caution  thofe,  who  are  fo  happy  as 
to  keep  thefe  induftrious  Servants,  againft 
an  unhappy  Mi  flake  which  they  are  apt 
to  fall  into,  of  killing  the  Male-Bee  or 
Drone  as  foon  as  they  fee  them,  by  which 
they  hinder  their  Breed,  (the  Male-Bees 
being  but  few  in  Number  at  firff)  to  the 
great  Damage,  if  not  utter  Deffrudlion  of 
the  Hive  oi  Bees ;  for  they  had  betterkill 
fix  working  Bees, .  than  one.  of.  thefe  great 

Bees 
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Bees  in  May,  or  the  Beginning  of  Junt ; 
unlefs  you  can  fuppofe,  that  a  Shepherd 
having  ten  Rams  amongft  a  thoufand 
Ewes,  fhould  be  fo  void  of  Senfe,  as  to 
imagine,  that  the  bed:  Way  to  increafe 
his  Flock  would  be  to  kill  half  a  Dozen 
of  his  Rams, that  they  may  not  eat  up  the 
Failure  from  the  Ewes  ;  let  me  therefore 
perfuade  you  to  {pare  him  a  little  longer, 
tor  he  is  a  very  fhort-liv’d  Creature,  and 
he  will  not  fail  to  make  you  amends,  if 
he  be  not  (lain,  to  die  of  himfel'f  j  but  of 
this  more  in  the  next  Chapter. 


mmm®  * 


CHAP.  III. 

The  Time  and  Manner  of  their  Breeding , 
Length  of  Life ,  Caufe  of  Deaths  and 
Manner  of  Burial. 

AS  to  the  Time  of  their  Breeding, 
the  forward  Stocks  begin  in  Febru¬ 
ary ,  and  the  latter,  or  thofe  that  are  not  fo 
luily,  leave  not  off  till  the  latter  End  of 
July:  So  that  there  are  fix  Months  in 
which  Bees  are  bred  ;  and  the  fooner  they 
begin,  the  fooner  they  make  an  End,  tho’ 
there  are  more  Bees  bred  in  two  Months, 

than. 
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than  in  all  the  other  four  ;  and  thefe  two 
Months,  for  the  mod  Part,  are  May  and 
June ,  though  this  is  fomewhat  uncertain  ; 
for  in  a  very  forward  Spring  the  Flowers 
blow  early,  by  which  Means  the  Bees,  by 
early  gathering  grow  lufty  betimes,  and 
throwing  off  their  Winter  Torpidity,  fail 
to  breeding  the  fooner;  in  this  Cafe  the 
two  chief  breeding  Months,  may  be  April 
and  May,  fo  in  a  moderate  warm  fhowery 
Spring,  tho’  not  lb  warm  as  was  lad;  fpo- 
ken  of,  the  chief  of  their  Breeding  will  be 
from  a  Fortnight  in  April,  to  a  Fortnight 
in  June  fo  contrariwife,  in  a  very  back¬ 
ward  Spring,  the  Flowers  blow  late,  and 
fo  the  Bees  are  late  before  they  are  invi¬ 
gorated  for  Breeding,  and  then  June  and 
July  will  be  the  two  chief  Months  for 
their  Breeding  and  if  it  be  an  extream 
,cold  Spring,  the  more  backward  will  the 
Bees  be  in  their  Breeding.  But  it  happens 
belt  for  the  Bees,  and  mod:  profitable  for 
the  Bee-Mader,  when  the  Spring  is  nei¬ 
ther  very  early  nor  very  backward,  having 
formerly,  to  my  cod:,  had  Experience  oi 
both  thefe  Extremes, 

My  Reafons,  grounded  on  Experience, 
are  thefe.  In  a  very  early  Spring,  when 
February  and  March  have  been  very  warm, 
the  Bees  having,  (as  above)  receiv’d  Vi¬ 
gour  from  the  early  Flowers,  begin  to 
breed  early-,,  fo  that  in  April  the  Hive  is 

full 
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full  of  Bees  and  ready,  to  fwarm,  nay, 
fometimes  have  fwarmed  rHov  very  rarely; 
and  all  this  is  no  Damage,  but  very  hap¬ 
py,  if  the  Spring  continue  to  be  very 
warm,  that  they  may  keep  on  their  Work 
as  well  as  their  Breeding,  then  all  will  be 
fafe  :  But  if  the  Stock  be  not  very  rich, 
in  Honey,  and  there  fliould  come  but  a. 
Week  or  two  of  cold  Weather  to  hinder 
their  Working,  they  will  all  be  in  danger 
of  being  loft;  for  the  Family  ftill  increa- 
fing,  and  more  and  more  Brood  ftill  com¬ 
ing  to  hand,  not  only  to  be  capable,  but 
to  have  an  abfolute  Neceftity.  of  Feeding, 
and  whilft  they  expebt  Food  from  their 
pitiful  Mothers,  who  have  none  to  give 
them,  nor  any  for  themfelves,  and  the 
Weather  ftill  continuing^  cold  or  wet,  or 
fas  it  is  fometimes)  both,  that  thefe  pro¬ 
vident  Mothers  cannot  go  abroad  to  get 
Bread  for  their  Children,  both  Young  and 
Old  muft  unavoidably  perifh  together ;  io 
that  in  this  Cafe  the  Stocks  that  are  mod 
forward  in  Breeding,  tho5  always  the  beft,„ 
are  in  more  danger  than  thofe  that  did 
not  begin  to  breed  fo  early:  But  this  Mif- 
fortune  may  be  happily  prevented  by.  the 
wary  Ree-Mafter,  (the  Manner  how,  you 
fhall  find  in  the  Chapter  of  Feeding  the 
Bee.)  The  other  Excream,  is  a  very  cold 
and  backward  Spring,  when  the  Flowers 
blow  not,  by  Reafon  of  the  Coldnefs  of; 
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the  Weather,  many  of  them  being  kept 
in  their  Socket  a  long  Time,  that  ihould 
have  blown,  had  any  warm  Weather 
come,  till  at  length  the  Seafon  of’  the 
Year  being  far  advanc’d*  the  Weather, 
changes  of  a  fudden,  becomes  warm,  or 
perhaps  very  hot,  fo  that  Abundance  of 
Flowers  blow  together,  juft  in  the  Height 
of  their  Breeding,  at  which  time  Honey- 
gathering  comes  all  together,  fo  that  their 
Working  muft  hinder  their  Breeding,  or 
their  Breeding  muft  hinder  their  Work¬ 
ing  :  and  if  a  very  dry  Summer  fhouldi 
follow  a  cold  and  backward  Spring,  the 
Stalls  will  be  all  poor  ;  about  which  great. 
Care  muft  be  taken  in  Feeding,  or  elfe 
the  next  Spring  you  will  find  yotirfelf  a. 
broken  Bee-Merchant,  and  may  try  Vir¬ 
gil's  Way  of  making  new  ones,  [Virg, 
Georg .  4.]  if  you  think  fit.  But  to  go  on, 
a  Bee  is  firft  anEgg,and  not,  as  Mr.  Rouf-* 
den  ignorantly  fuppofes,,  made  of  anima- 
ble  Matter,  ('which  he  affirms  of  the  Fe¬ 
male  Bee,  as  well  as  the  Drone)  to  be  ga¬ 
ther’d  by  the  Bees  from  the  Flowers  and 
eaft  into  the  Combs,  as  their  proper  Ma¬ 
trix  ;  then  he  makes  a  King-Bee,  tho’ 
there  is  no  fuch  Thing  (in  rerum  natural) 
and  prefently  makes  a,  Town-Bull  of  his- 
King;  for  he  tells  us,  that  the  King-Bee 
goes  from  Cell  to  Cell,  and  cafts  his  Seed 
into  every  Cell  of  this  prepar’d  animable 
2  Matter*. 
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Matter,  and  thus  Bees,  as  well  as  Drones,, 
are  produc’d,  as  was  before  hinted  :  And 
indeed  I  might  with  as  much  Probability 
affirm,  that  fome  Fly  or  other  had  caft  his 
Seed  into  his  Brain,  which  being  before 
adapted  to  receive  the  prolifick  Virtue  of 
the  Fly,  hath  brought  forth  thefe  impro¬ 
vable  Maggots  into  the  World.  All  that 
I  can  fay  for  him,  is,  that  I  believe  he 
might  be  drawn  into  thefe  Mi  flakes,  by 
relying  too  much  upon  the  Silver-tongu’d 
Virgil ,  who  fays  they  fetch  their  Young 
from  the  Flowers  ;  and  not  obferving  the 
Sex  of  their  Commander,'  gives  her  the. 
Title  of  Rex  Apum :  Which,  it’s  very 
probable,  drew  Mr.  Koufden  into  thefe  two 
Miflakes,  being  refolv’d  not  to  contradict 
fo  celebrated  a  Poet  ;  but  he  ought  to. 
have  confidered,  (that  tho’  Virgil  were  a 
great  Pbet,  and  the  Bee  a  noble  Subject  * 
for  fuch  a  Pen)  that  in  treating  of  them, 
he  writes  more  like  a  Poet,  than  an  ex¬ 
perienc'd  Bee-Mafter.  Indeed,  there  are 
many  ancient,  as  well  as  this  modern 
Author,  that  have  flrangely  deluded  the’ 
World,  with  their  unexperienc’d  Whim- 
lies,  about  the  Generation  of  Bees;  fome, 
that  they  are  bred  of  Honey,  but  this  can¬ 
not  be,  except  by  Putrefaction,  and  that' 
cannot  be,  for  Honey  putrefieth  not,  but 
by  its  confervative  Virtue,  doth  prevent 
other  Bodies  from  Putrefaction.  But  F 
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fhall  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  any 
more  of  thefe  antiquated  Impertinences, 
but  proceed  to  Matter  of  Fabt :  Thefe 
Eggs,  which  are  produc’d  by  the  Bees, 
and  in  their  Time  do  become  Bees,  are 
exceeding  white,  fomething  bigger  than 
the  common  Flyblow,  but  not  fo  long 
nor  fo  big  as  Eggs  of  the  Ant  ;  they  are 
cad  into  the  empty  Cells,  not  careleOy  in- 
to  any  Cell,  but  only  the  middle  Cells, 
which  are  always  appointed  for  the  breed¬ 
ing  Cells,  whilft  thofe  all  round  the  Hive 
are  referv’d  for  the  Floney  *,  Nature,  or 
rather  the  GOD  of  Nature,  having  taught 
thefe  ufeful  Creatures,  that  if  they  fhould 
call  their  Eggs  near  the  Ou  tildes  of  the 
Hive,  or  Box,  there  would  not  Heat  fuf- 
ficient  come  to  them  to  hatch,  and  bring 
them  to  Perfection  ;  which  Inconveniency 
they  carefully  avoid,  by  laying  their  Eggs 
all  clofe  one  to  another,  near  the  Center 
of  the  Hive  or  Box,  but  always  exablly 
avoiding  the  Condition  and  Abortion  that 
would  be  produced,  if  they  fhould  lay  a- 
bove  one  Egg  in  a  Cell  :  No  Eggs  are 
generally  laid  within  three  Inches  of  the 
Top  or  Bottom,  or  Sides  of  the  Hive  or 
Box ;  fo  that  the  Bees  being  all  round  the 
Cells  where  their  Eggs  are  laid,  as  well 
above  as  below,  fo  that  by  their  natu¬ 
ral  Heat,  that  doth  always  keep  them 
warm,  they  are  brought  on  gradatim ,  or 

dep 
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itep  by  ftep,  til]  they  are  hatched,  ant? 
come  forth  a  perfed  Bee  :  For  this  great 
and  marvellous  Work,  as  it  is  not  done 
all  at  once,  fo  are  the  gradual  Steps  that 
Nature  takes,  in  bringing  thefe  Eggs  to 
be  perfed  Bees,  both  furprizing  and  a- 
mazing  ;  for  the  Egg  is  with  all  the  Care 
and  Exadnefs  laid,  with  one  End  touch* 
ing  one  of  the  fix  Angles,  or  Corners  of 
the  Cell,  that  as  it  grows  in  Length,  as 
well  as  Bignefs,  it  may  be  the  longer  be¬ 
fore  it  comes  to  touch  the  oppofte  Angle 

with  its  other  End,  which  otherwife  would 

• 

incommode  the  Embrion  ;  for  if  it  fhould 
have  been  laid  againftone  of  its  flat  SidesT 
©r  Squares,  there  would  not  have  been  fo 
much  Room  for  its  Growth  from  Square 
to  Square,  as  from  Corner  to  Corner  ^  fo 
that  always  you  find  them,  when  Aril  laid, 
with  one  End  of  the  Egg  touching  one  of 
the  Corners,  and  the  other  End  pcinting 
againft  its  oppoflte  Corner  :  But  this  Pof- 
ture  continues  not  long,  and  ferves  only 
for  that  Time  that  this  Embrion  is  with¬ 
out  Life  or  Motion  ;  for  at  that  Time  that 
it  comes  to  touch  its  oppoflte  Angle,  it 
receives  its  firft  Life,  (bear  with  the  Ex- 
preflion,  for  I  mull  anon  give  you  account 
of  a  fecond)  and  then  it  comes  to  be  a 
little  Sort  of  a  Maggot,  and  turns  itfelf, 
rounding  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Cell,  much 
tefombling  a  Half-moon  :  In  this  Poflticn 
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it  continues  till  one  End  comes  to  touch 
the  other  in  the  Form  of  a  Ring,  till,  by 
reafon  of  its  continual  Growth,  it  can  lie 
no  longer  in  that  Pofture;  then,  with  con* 
fiderable  Life  and  Vigour,  it  turns  ltfelf, 
thru  [ling  one  End  towards  the  Mouth  ol 
the  Cell,  and  from  that  Time  lies  length¬ 
ways  ;  Nature  directing  that  this  Creature 
fhall  thrud  itfelf  with  that  End  forward 
toward  the  Mouth  of  the  Cell,  which  is 
to  be  the  Head  ;  thus  it  remains  growing 
both  in  Length  and  Magnitude  very  fail, 
and  is  now  a  Creature  of  much  Life,  Vi¬ 
gour  and  Motion,  much  like  thofe  Mag¬ 
gots  which  we  get  of  the  Butchers,  or 
Chandlers,  called  by  us  Gentles,  which 
we  ufe  in  Fifhing,  but  much  larger  and 
whiter,  but  no  manner  of  Sign  of  Wings, 
Neck,  or  Legs:  And  here  is  a  Wonder! 
this  Creature  is  now  as  big  as  a  Bee,  and 
all  this  while  fed  by  the  Bees,  but  is  no 
more  like  a  Bee  than  a  Turnep.  Now 
eomes  on  the  Time,  when  it  mull  for  a 
while  ceafe  to  Jive,  at  leaf!  in  all  appear* 
ance,  that  it  may  again  live  a  more  glori¬ 
ous  Creature.  When  the  Creature  is  come 
to  this  Bignefs,  the  Bees  clofe  up  the  Top 
of  every  Cell  with  Wax,  their  fond  Pa¬ 
rents  (at  lead  as  to  fight)  taking  their 
Leave  of  thefe  their  heiplefs  Children, 
they  being  every  one  fad  fealed  up  in  its 
proper  Matrix ,  where  they  can  have  no* 
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Food,  neither  can  the  leaf!:  Air  come  near 
them ;  and  this  W ork  of  clofing  up  thefe 
Cells,  is,  according  to  the  befl  Conjecture 
1  can  make,  (for  1  can  do  no  more)  about 
the  fourteenth  Day  ;  and  thus  it  remains 
clofed  up  about  feven  Days  more,  to  all 
appearance  without  Life  or  Motion  :  But 
Nature,  who  never  ceafes  her  Diligence  in 
bringing  her  Works  to  Perfection,  is  not 
all  this  while  idle,  but  very  bnfy  in  form¬ 
ing  this  ill-fhapen  Maggot  before  fpoken 
of,  into  a  Bee;  the  Brit  Appearance  cfthis 
Work  is  in  her  Neck,  f  which  you  may 
plainly  fee,  in  a  few  Days  after  they  have 
been  clofed  up,  if  you  will  have  the  Curi- 
ofity  to  break  them  up)  then  the  Middle, 
or  Waift,  begins  to  be  fmaller,  before 
there  be  any  Sign  ofLegs  orWings;  then 
the  Eyes  ;  and  iaO;  of  all  the  four  Wings, 
and  fix  Legs,  before  fpoken  of,  in  the 
Chapter  of  the  Anatomy  of  the  Bee :  At 
laft,  about  the  twenty-firft  Day  from  its 
being  an  Egg,  it  is  hatched,  by  lifting  up 
with  its  own  horny  Head,  the  aforefaid 
Sealings  or  waxen  Covers,  and  is  now  a 
perfedt  Bee,  for  all  its  Parts  and  Shapes 
too,  and  differs  only  from  its  Mother  in 
Colour,  being  always  whiter  than  the  old 
ones  for  a  Time,  and  are  always  fed  for 
fome  Days  at  the  Mouth,  as  the  Sparrow 
feeds  her  Young,  and  then  begin  to  By 
abroad  ;  but  very  often  venture  too  foon 
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to  leave  their  tender  Mothers,  to  atchieve 
the  great  Bufmefs  of  Honey-gathering ; 
fo  being  fcarce  able  to  fly,  they  often  fall 
clown  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive  on  the 
Ground,  and  can  never  rile  to  recover 
home  again,  but  mult  unavoidably  perilh. 

Like  forward  Youth  grafting  the  weighty 
Shield , 

And  ponderous  Spear,  too  late  his  Error 
knows , 

Thai  his  unpractised  Nerves  at  laft  muft  yield 
To  his  more  ftrong ,  and  more  victorious 
Foes . 

But  the  Numbers  are  not  great  of  thefe 
forward  Viragos,  neither  are  all  the  young 
Bees  that  you  find  fallen  and  crawling  in 
your  Bee  Garden  of  this  Sort,  but  for  the 

«r  * 

moll  Part  they  are  fuch  as  are  cad  out, 
by  Reafon  of  fome  Defedl  in  Nature, 
which  I  have  very  often  obferved,  when 
I  have  taken  them  up  in  order  to  fave 
their  Lives  *,  but  upon  curious  Examina¬ 
tion,  have  found  they  have  wanted  a  Leg, 
or  Legs,  or  a  Wing  or  two,  I  have 
known  fome  thrown  out  that  have  had  all 
their  Parts  exadlly  perfedf,  but  only  one 
of  the  four  Wings  hath  not  been  quite  fo 
long  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  and  by  - 
that  Means  uncapable  of  flying  abroad  to 
gather  Honey,  and  fo  are  thrown  out  as 

ufclefs. 


I 
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ufelefs,  left  by  keeping  them  in,  they 
fhould  prove  a  Charge  to  the  Family  : 
For  the  Law  here  amongft  thefe  induftri- 
ous  Dames,  is,  no  Eating  without  Work¬ 
ing  *,  tho5  this  their  general  Rule  is  not 
without  fome  Exception,  for  to  the  Male- 
Bee  they  willingly  afford  Honey,  (tho5  he 
work  not)  as  long  as  they  find  his  Com¬ 
pany  beneficial  to  the  Publick.  But  all 
the  Bees  Eggs  come  not  to  be  Bees,  no 
more  than  all  Hens  Eggs  come  to  be 
Chickens  •,  tho*  moft  of  them,  if  not  all, 
pals  the  firftPart  of  their  Metamorphofis, 
from  an  Egg  to  a  Worm,  and  then 
through  fome  Mifcarriage  or  other  within 
the  Hive,  fomeof  them  die  in  their  Cells*, 
but  this  feldom  happens  but  to  fuch  as  are 
bred  early  in  the  Spring,  who  are  in  more 
danger  of  proving  Abortives,  than  thofe 
that  are  bred  in  the  warmer  Months;  for 
in  the  Spring,  the  Bees  being  but  few  in 
Number,  lay  many  Eggs,  in  order  to  en- 
create  their  Family  *,  to  that  the  Weather 
being  cold,  thefe  Eggs  require  no  lefs 
than  the  Warmth  of  the  whole  Number, 
to  vivify  and  hatch  them.  Now  this  be¬ 
ing  a  Work  of  Time,  it  often  happens 
that  of  a  fudden  the  Weather  alters  to  be 
very  moderate,  and  the  warm  Sun  giving 
Notice  to  thefe  induftrious  Creatures,  that 
there  is  Honey  abroad  to  be  gathered* 
they  advance  to  the  City  Gates,  (the 

Mouth 
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Mouth  of  the  Hive)  and  finding  it  very 
warm,  they  fend  forth  a  Squadron  to  fetch 
in  Honey,  whoreturning  richly  laden,  do 
animate  their  fellow  Citizens  to  fally  out 
and  try  their  Fortune  alfo,  then  fending 
out  more  numerous  Detachments  than  be* 
fore,  to  fetch  in  Honey,  their  beloved 
Nedfar,  they  thereby  leave  the  young 
Brood,  efpecially  thofc  of  them  that  are 
in  the  lowermoft  Combs,  too  much  ex¬ 
pos'd  to  the  piercing  Ain,  and  fo  it  is 
chill'd  in  the  Combs,  and  becomes  Abor¬ 
tive  ;  for  though  the  Bees  are  not  only  fo 
careful,  but  exfreamly  zealous  for  the  Pre~ 
fervation  of  their  Young,  that  they  will 
venture  their  own  Lives  in  their  Defence  ; 
yet, when  a  warm  Day  doth  prefent  Honey¬ 
gathering  before  them  in  the  Spring,  they 
are  apt  to  draw  out  too  great  Numbers  for 
that  Service,  and  fo  hazard  a  Part  of  their 
Brood,  rather  than  venture  the  lofmg  of 
an  Opportunity,  which,  perhaps,  the  next 
Day  would  not  produce.  So  diligent  are 
they  in  their  gathering  of  Honey  at  this 
Time  of  the  Year,  that  if  the  next  Day 
prove  warm  and  fair,  they  go  forth  in  the 
fame  Manner  to  their  Work  as  before  *, 
nay,  let  the  warm  and  fair  Weather  con¬ 
tinue  never  fo  long,  they  will  dill  keep 
on  their  Labours,  and  will  not  lofe  fo 
much  Time  as  to  perform  the  funeral 
Kites  of  their  dead  Children  s  not  that 

they 
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they  are  negligent  or  carelefs,  or  do  defer' 
this  Piece  of  Cleanlinefs  and  Decency  for 
any  other  Reafon,  but  that  only  of  follow¬ 
ing  their  Labours  clofe,  to  bring  in  Food 
to  maintain  their  living  Children,  rather 
than  fpend  their  precious  Time  wherein 
Honey  may  be  got,  in  that  now  unnecef- 
fary  Work  of  burying  their  Dead  ;  for 
fhould  they  lofe  thefe  favourable  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  gathering  Honey  in  the  Spring, 
and  cold  Weather  fhould  come  on,  and 
continue  long,  as  fometimes  to  my  Coft  I 
have  known  it,  efpecially  if  the  Stock  be 
not  very  rich,  many  young  Bees  coming 
to  Hand  that  muft  be  fed,  and  the  bad 
Weather  continuing  to  hinder  their  provi¬ 
dent  Mothers  from  Working,  both  Young 
and  Old  muft  die  together;  which  fatal 
Difafter  thefe  laborious  Creatures  prevent 
by  their  above-mentioned  Diligence,  in 
laying  hold  of  every  fair  Opportunity  for 
bringing  in  Provifion  but  whenever  there 
comes  a  warm  rainy  Day,  that  they  are 
totally  hindred  from  going  out  to  gather 
Food,  thefe  curious  Contrivers  fet  apart 
that  Time  for  the  Solemnizing  the  Fune¬ 
rals  of  the  Dead ;  and  let  any  who  are 
curious  but  obferve  it,  and  they  fhall  hear 
them  very  bufy  within  the  Hive,  and  fee 
them  dragging  out  their  white  dead  young 
Bees;  thole  that  have  them  in  Boxes  with 
Glafs  Windows,  may  with  more  Satisfac¬ 
tion 
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tion  gratify  their  Curiofity  ;  two  or  three 
Bees  carrying  forth  one  dead  One  :  And 
when  they  have  got  the  dead  Body  clear 
of  all  Incumbrances,  without  the  Mouth 
of  the  Hive,  then  fometimes  a  (ingle  Bee 
will  take  him  up  with  his  fore  Legs,  and 
fly  quite  away  with  him  out  of  Sight ; 
and  fometimes,  if  the  Weight  be  too  great 
for  one  Bee  to  carry  off,  then  I  have  feen 
two  of  them  lay  hold  of  the  dead  Corps, 
one  at  the  Head,  and  the  other  at  the 
Tail,  and  fly  away  with  her  *,  and  when 
they  are  got  about  twenty  or  thirty  Yards 
off  the  Hive,  then  they  drop  their  Bur¬ 
then.  But  I  have  often  feen  that  a  (ingle 
Bee  endeavouring  to  perform  this  Work 
alone,  has  dropt  her  dead  Burthen  near 
the  Mouth  of  the  Hive  on  the  Ground, 
and  go  again  and  try  with  all  her  Might 
to  recover  the  dead  Corps  up  again,  in 
order  to  bury  the  Body  farther  from  the 
Hive,  and  fometimes  with  Succefs,  have 
again  recovered  it  up  into  the  Air,  and 
carried  it  quite  away  out  of  Sight.  They 
keep  on  this  Work  all  the  while  that  it 
continues  warm  and  wet,  or  at  lead:  till 
they  have  thoroughly  cleans’d  the  whole 
Hive,  not  only  from  dead  Bees,  but  all 
other  Things  that  are  offenfive  to  them, 
that  is  in  their  Power  to  remove.  But,  if 
they  are  never  fo  earneftly  engaged  in  this 
Work,  if  the  Sun  Chine  out,  they  leave 

C  what’s 
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what’s  undone  till  the  next  Opportunity, 
and  fall  to  their  more  neceflary  and  de¬ 
lightful  Work  of  gathering  Honey. 
When  I  fay,  if  the  warm  Rain  continue, 
I  mean  fuch  warm  Weather  as  would  per¬ 
mit  the  Rees  to  go  abroad  to  gather  Ho¬ 
ney,  did  not  Ram  prevent  them ;  and  fo 
being  forc’d  to  flay  at  Home,  not  out  of 
Choice,  but  out  of  Neceflity,  they  are  not 
idle,  but  like  good  Houfewives  mind  their 
domeftick  Affairs,  which  can  as  well  be 
performed  at  that  Time  as  any  other. 
For  if  it  be  very  cold,  though  it  be  in  the 
Spring,  and  there  are  Flowers  blown,  and 
Honey  in  them,  and  no  Rain  to  hinder 
them,  they  far  not  from  the  Hive,  or 
perform  any  deanfmg  Work  within,  well 
knowing  that  they  cannot  bear  fuch  Kind 
of  Weather  abroad,  nor  dividing  them- 
i elves  within  about  the  neceflary  Work  as 

4 

above,  but  are  forc’d  to  make  the  beft 
Defence  they  can  againft  it  at  Home, 
for  their  own  Security  ;  for  they  cling  all 
very  clofe  together  betwixt  the  Combs  in 
the  Center  of  the  Hive,  by  which  Means 
their  natural  Heat  is  not  only  imparted  to 
one  another,  for  their  own  common  Pre- 
fervation,  but  it  doth  alfo  keep  the  Brood 
of  young  Rees  very  warm,  and  preferve 
them  in  their  progreflive  Growth,  which 
otherwife  would  be  in  great  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  chilled,  not  daring  to  break  the  Cluf- 
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ter  •,  for  if  by  any  Force,  or  Disturbance, 
they  are  forced  one  from  another  in  cold 
Weather,  they  are  in  a  Moment  fo  chill’d, 
that  they  can  neither  fly  nor  go,  and  in  a 
flhort  Time  die. 

The  Burying  of  the  Dead  here  fome  contrive , 
Some  nurfe  the  future  Nation  of  the  Hive : 
Some  feed  their  Young,  whilft  others  clean fe 
the  Cell , 

And  fome  prepare  for  Winter  Hy  drome!. 
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‘The  Age  of  Bees,  and  Caufe  of  Death* 

TH  E  Age  of  a  Bee  is  at  longefl:  but  a 
Year,  and  the  Wonder  is  not  that 
they  live  fo  flaort  a  Time,  but  fconiider- 
ing  how  many  Enemies  they  have,  and 
how  many  Calualties  they  are  lubjedt  to) 
that  they  live  fo  long.  I  am  not  alone  in 
my  Opinion,  that  not  only  Bees,  but  all 
other  Creatures  having  a  cyprefs  Wing, 
are  at  moll:  but  Annuals.  Sure  we  are, 
that  moil  Sorts  of  Infects  fall  much  fliort 
of  that  Time,  many  not  reaching  Half  that 
Length,  fome  not  a  Month,  nay,  fome, 
according  to  the  Opinion  of  that  learned 
and  philofophical  Divine  Mr.  R *  to  the 
Length  but  of  one  Day.  I  cortfefs,  mod 

C  2  of 
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of  the  World  are  of  a  quite  different  Opi¬ 
nion  concerning  Bees,  and  doubt  not  but 
they  live  many  Years;  and  to  this  unhap¬ 
py  Mi  Peake,  fome  of  the  ancient  Philofo- 
phers  have  not  a  little  contributed,  by 
venturing  to  deliver  their  bare  Opinion 
to  the  World,  without  any  Experience  ; 
which  had  they  try’d,  they  would  have 
been  convinced  of  their  Miftakes,  and  not 
have  thus  impofed  them  upon  us  :  And 
iince  their  Improvement  doth  not  a  little 
depend  upon  the  Clearing  of  this  Doubt 
about  their  Age,  I  fhall  fet  the  Matter  in 
as  clear  a  Light,  as  the  Nature  of  the 
Thing  will  bear. 

Obj.  And  here  the  Reader  will  fuppole 
he  hath  Reafon  to  raife  an  Objection,  and 
fay, What  is  this  to  the  Purpoie,  how  long 
they  live,  or  howfoon  they  die  ?  And  how 
can  this  be  fo  material  a  Point  to  the  Im¬ 
proving  of  Bees  ? 

Anf,  Yes,  very  much  •,  for  wherever  this 
vulgar  Error  prevails,  (as  it  now  doth  in 
molt  Parts  of  England’,)  or  whoever  be¬ 
lieves,  that  Bees  live  many  Years,  that 
Place  fhall  never  be  well  docked  with 
Bees,  nor  fhall  thole  Perfons  ever  make 
any  great  Improvement  of  them,  or  reap 
any  great  Profit  by  them  •,  becaufe  this 
Notion  of  itfelf  doth  hinder  the  Planting 
or  Raifing  of  great  Bee-Gardens,  or  en- 
creafing  their  Bees  to  any  confiderable 

Number 
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Number  of  Colonies,  or  Stocks  of  Bees, 
in  their  Gardens  or  elfe where  ;-  for,  fays 
the  good  Woman  of  the  Houfe,  to  whole 
Protedlion  for  the  mod  Part  the  Bees  are 
committed,  this  Stock  is  very  good  arid 
heavy,  and  would  (land  very  well  till  ano¬ 
ther  Year  :  But  pray  confider,  it  is  twTo 
Years  old  already,  and  if  I  fhould  let  it 
ftand  another  Year,  the  Bees  will  be  fo 
old,,  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  labour 
much  next  Summer;  and  now  we  are  fure 
of  agood  Lumpof  Honey,  that  will  make 
us  a  Firkin  of  good  Mead,  fit  to  be  tapp’d 
at  Chrifimas :  The  Daughters  approving 
their  Mother’s  Politicks,  thus  ends  the 
Council  of  War  betwixt  the  old  Woman 
and  her  two  Daughters,  againft  thefe  her 
induftrious  and  laborious  Servants;  and  no 
fooner  is  this  harfh  and  ungrateful  Sen¬ 
tence  pronounc’d  againft  thefe  Innocents, 
but  they  immediately  proceed  to  Execu¬ 
tion;  one  runs  to  find  a  Spade,  to  dig  a 
Hole  ih  the  Ground  ;  another  is  preparing 
two  or  three  fplit  Sticks;  a  third,  the  fatal 
Brimftone  Matches  to  put  in  them:  Thus 
all  Things  being  prepared  for  an  Affauk 
of  their  rich,  but  defencelefs  Caftle,  they 
are  taken  by  Storm  in  the  Night,  their 
City  plunder’d,  and  the  Inhabitants  all 
flain  by  Fire. 

C  3  Like 
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Like  a  rich  City ,  ftrong  by  Nature  made , 
And  every  Houfe  with  richefi  Treafure 

No  h  oft  He  Force  did  9 ere  their  Walls  invade , 
Till  now  betray’d ,  they  now  their  Treafure 
yield. 

With  Life  and  all:  No  Citizen  can  fly  j 
The  Brimflone  Mine  is  fprung ,  headlong 
they  fall , 

Queen  and  Subjects ,  all  in  Dufl  do  liey 
One  common  Grave  doth  now  receive  them 
all. 


The  Victors  feize  on  their  delicious  Prey  : 
Here  twice  ten  thoufand  Houfes  levelled 
are 

Their  facrilegious  Hands  make  no  Delay , 

But  freight  the  regal  Palace  feize  and 
tear. 

The  Queen  is  fain ,  her  Subjects  all  are  dead  5 
No  Homage  to  her  awful  Palace  paid  *, 
With  the  fweet  Prize  the  Conquerors  are  fled  \ 
All  being  fain,  of  none  they  are  afraid . 


Thus  the  poor  old  Woman’s  Bees  are 
deftroy’d  by  her  Miftake,  thinking  they 
would  grow  old  by  the  next  Summer, 
and  not  be  able  to  perform  their  Labour: 
Whereas  thofe  Bees  that  fhe  then  de~ 
fhoy’d,  were  as  young  as  the  Bees  that, 
were  in  the  Hive  the  Year  before,  the  old 
Bees  being  all  dead,  before  fhe  came  to 
that  mercilefs  Courfe  with  them;  for  the 

Bees 
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Bees  fhe  then  kill’d,  were  all  young  Bees  ; 
and  if  the  old  Woman  would  have  had 
Patience,  and  let  them  live.  Hie  would 
have  been  very  well  rewarded  for  her 
Virtue;  for  the  fame  Hive  fhe  hath  now 
deftroy’d,  would  have  done  her  as  much 
Service  every  Year,  as  in  the  Year  pail, 
by  encreafing  the  Bee-Garden  with  greater 
Numbers  of  Stocks,  as  well  as  greater 
Quantities  of  Honey. 

But  well  knowing  that  my  bare  Affir¬ 
mation  will  no  more  pafs  upon  my  Read¬ 
er,  than  any  other  Author’s  would  upon 
me  ;  I  fhall  give  him  fuch  demon  fixative 
Arguments,  as  I  doubt  not  but  will  be 
convincing,  in  order  to  remove  this  fatal 
and  fundamental  Error,  j.  The  Bees  fend 
forth,  when  they  fwarm,  mix’d  Numbers, 
not  all  old  Ones  ;for  then  mu  ft  the  Swarm 
be  fhort-liv’d  indeed,  for  they  could  not 
live  to  the  next  Winter,  much  lefs  to  the 
next  Spring;  for  all  the  old  Ones  dying  in 
the  latter  Months  of  the  Summer,  there 
mud  be  an  End  of  the  Swarm  ;  for  having 
none  left  but  their  Young,  bred  fmce  they 
f  warmed,  they  mu  ft  be  a  Prey  to  Robbers 
in  Autumn,  or  the  firft  Fro (l  in  the  Win¬ 
ter.  2,  Neither  are  they  all  young  Bees, 
for  then  the  old  Stock  would  not  be  in  a 
better  Cafe  ;  for  there  being  none  left  but 
the  old  Bees,  and  thofe  they  bred  after 
the  Swarm  is  gone  forth,  the  old  Ones 

C  4  going 
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going  off  fo  faff  the  latter  End  of  the 
Summer,  would  leave  the  Hive  too  much 
unguarded  again  ft  the  Affaults  of  Rob¬ 
bers,  or  Cold;  but  going  forth  mix’d, 
both  are  preferv’d,  and  great  Convenien¬ 
ces  arife  to  them  all  Manner  of  Ways. 
As,  Firft ,  In  the  Staller  are  left  old  fuffi- 
cient  Warriors  to  train  up  and  well  drfci- 
pline  the  young  Amazons ,  as  foon  as  they 
become  capable  of  being  taught  the  Art 
of  War,  as  well  as  Work,  both  being  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  Being,  and  Well-being  of 
the  Bees.  Secondly ,  The  Swarm  hath  alfo 
a  fufficient  Number  of  old  Ones  among!! 
them,  to  teach  and  animate  by  their  Ex¬ 
ample  and  Diligence,  how  to  lay,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  Foundation  of  their  new  mo  ft  cu- 
rious  Buildings,  but  how  to  defend  the 
fame  againft  all  Oppofers,  and  then  by 
their  Death  leave  the  Young,  Poffeffors  of 
ail  ;  for  generally  the  old  Bees  are  dead 
before  the  Middle  of  September ,  but  moft 
of  them  before  the  End  of  Anguft. 

Obj.  But  how  do  you  know  the  old 
Ones  from  the  Young? 

Anf  By  thefe  Signs  following.  The 
old  Ones  in  July,  and  fome  of  them  in 
June?  their  Bodies  begin  to  wither,  their 
Wings,  with  continual  Labour  grow  rag¬ 
ged,  and  fomewhat  greyifh,  foon  after 
which  they  die,  fome  of  them  in  the 
Hive,  having  their  funeral  Rites  perform’d 
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by  their  dutiful  Children,  as  hath  been 
before  obferv’d.  But  many  more  die  a- 
broad  in  their  beloved  Calling,  following 
their  Work,  till  their  Wings  are  at  laft 
worn  out,  that  they  will  no  longer  bear 
the  Weight  of  their  Bodies,  efpecially 
when  laden  with  Honey  ^  for  many  of 
them,  when  they  have  been  abroad  to  ga¬ 
ther  Honey,  will  recover  home  into  the 
Bee-Garden  ;  and  there  pitching  a-while  to 
reft  themfelves  before  they  go  into  the 
Hive  to  unload,  they  can  never  rife  more 
which  is  the  Reafon,  that  about  July  and 
Auguft ,  we  have  fo  many  of  them  about 
the  Garden ;  many  of  which  I  have  taken 
up,  in  order  to  hold  them  in  my  Hand 
long  enough  to  warm  them  fufficiently  to 
fly  Home,  but  they  flying  a  Yard  or  two 
fall  down  again  ;  whereas  when  I  have 
taken  up  any  of  the  young  Bees,  and  thus 
held  them  in  my  Hand,  to  recover  them 
from  their  Chillnefs  they  have  receiv’d 
from  ftaying  too  long  to  reft  themfelves 
on  the  Ground,  they,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
are  warm,  fly  Home  with  all  the  Agility 
and  Vigour  imaginable. 

But  to  put  the  Matter  beyond  all  Con- 
troverfy  ;  let  any  Body  but  put  it  to  a 
Trial,  as  I  have  feveral  Times,  by  the 
following  Experiment. 

Put  a  Swarm  of  Bees  of  a  Peck,  in  Mhy, 
into  a  Hive  of  Glafs  that  wfll  hold  half  a 
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Bufhel,  and  they  will,  if  it  be  good  Wea¬ 
ther,  fill  it  with  Combs  down  to  the  Stool, 
in  lefs  than  a  Month,  which  will  alfo  be 
well  ftored  with  Honey,  and  fome  of  the 
Combs  employed  from  the  firft  in  Breed¬ 
ing-,  fo  that  with  the  Combs  and  the  Bees, 
the  Hive  will  be  exceeding  full,  that  there 
is  not  Room  enough  to  contain  them  all 
in  the  Hive;  nay,  fometimes  they  will 
adtually  fwarm,  tho*  it  is  bed  to  prevent 
it,  if  pofTible.  I  fay,  this  Hive  thus  full 
in  June ,  above  and  below,  within  and 
without  the  Combs,  fo  that  the  Hive  can¬ 
not  contain  any  more;  nay,  there  is  not 
Room  for  all  the  Family  within  Doors, 
but  fome  muff  hang  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Hive;  yet  this  very  Hive  of  Bees  thus 
defcribed,  without  any  Swarming,  or  o- 
ther  vifible  Way  of  diminifhing  them, 
you  fhall  by  the  latter  End  of  Augujl  fee 
Room  enough  in  the  Glafs  Hive  to  contain 
above  twice  the  Number  as  then  remain  : 
Now  if  any  Man  can  give  me  any  other 
rational  Account  of  this  large  Vacuity  in 
the  Glafs  Hive,  than  the  gradual  Dying 
of  the  old  Bees  that  went  out  with  the 
Swarm,  I  final]  be  of  his  Opinion;  other- 
wife,  I  fhall  look  upon  this  one  Experi¬ 
ment  next  to  a  Demonftration,  that  the 
Hive  daily  growing  thinner  and  thinner 
of  Bees  in  Auguji  and  September ,  is  occa- 
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fion’d  mainly  by  the  gradual  Dying  of  the 
old  Bees  that  were  in  the  Swarm. 

Obj.  But  perhaps  you  will  fay,  You  tell 
11s,  the  Bees  have  many  Enemies  that  de~ 
droy  them,  which  perhaps  may  be  the  Oc- 
cafionof  this  vaft  Emptinefs  in  the  Hive. 

Anf.  ’Tis  true,  they  have  many  Ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  as  true,  by  thefe  are  many  of 
them  dedroyed;  but  not  to  fuch  a  Num¬ 
ber  as  to  lofe  half,  for  Bees  have  almod 
as  many  Enemies  in  May  and  June ,  as  in 
the  latter  Months,  which  kill  many  of 
them-,  yet  notwithdanding  that,  the  Bees, 
by  reafon  of  their  continual  Breeding,  do 
more  than  fupply  that  Defedt,  and  fill 
their  Hive  dill  fuller  and  fuller;  but  it  is 
not  fo  in  the  latter  Months,  for  as  the  old 
Ones  then  die  away  by  degrees,  there  is- 
dill  more  and  more  Room  to  be  feen  in 
the  Glals  Hive;  and  the  only  Reafon  of 
this  great  Vacuity  is,  becaufe  all  the  old 
Bees  which  did  occupy  that  Room  are 
dead.  I  will  not  contend  for  a  Month  or 
two  in  their  Age,  and  that  is  the  mod  I 
can  allow  them  ;  for  tho’  I  account  them- 
Annuals,  and  am  fure  that  it  is  generally 
the  Term  of  their  Life,  yet  i  have  been 
fometimes  apt  to  think,  that  fomeofthem 
that  were  bred  in  the  bed  Months,  as  May 
or  June,  might  continue  thirteen  or  four¬ 
teen  Months;  but  this  I  give  only  as  a 
flight  Opinion,,  rather  (to  let, the  Reader 
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be  fatisfied,  that  I  do  not  mean  when  I  call 
them  Annuals,  he  fhould  underfland  me 
that  there  is  a  Neceffity  for  every  Bee  to 
die  exadtly  that  Day  Twelve-month  that 
lie  came  an  Egg  from  his  Parent,)  than 
any  Thing  elfe,  about  their  Age,  which 
is  plain  that  they  die  every  Year,  and  the 
Bee-Stock,  tho’  it  be  of  many  Years  (land¬ 
ing,  yet  are  all  the  Bees  every  Year  young  i 
fo  that  the  Cafe  is  very  plain,  that  you 
need  not  take  or  deftroy  your  Bees,  with 
the  old  Woman  as=  above,  for  fear  they 
fhould  be  old,  and  not  able  to  work  : 
Since  the  Bees  are  all  young  Ones  before 
the  Time  of  taking  them  comes,  all  the 
old  Ones  having  efcaped  their  mercilefs 
Cruelty,  by  a  natural  Death,  before  that 
Time.  I  fhould  not  infill  fo  much  on  this 
Particular,  which  to  the  Reader  may  feem 
an  indifferent  Matter  whether  he  believes 
it  or  no,  did  not  I  know  from  difcourfing 
with  thofe  that  keep  Bees  in  this  Country, 
as  well  as  others,  that  this  Opinion  doth 
fo  far  prevail,  that  for  this  Reafon  little 
Improvement  is  made  of  them.  They  are 
led  into  this  Miffake  chiefly,  by  feeing 
that  if  they  do  let  a  good  Stock  alone, 
which  they  feldom  do,  they  will  live  fe- 
veral  Years*,  thinking  becaufe  they  are  in 
the  fame  Elive,  that  they  are  dill  the  fame 
Bees,  and  that  all  that  they  have  bred  in 
thofe  Years,  are  gone  off  in  Swarming, 

But 
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But  this  is  their  grand  Miftake;  they  only 
live  many  Years  by  Succeffion,  the  Room 
of  the  old  Ones  dying,  being  always  fup- 
ply’d  with  Young.  I  do  believe  that  a 
good  Stock,  barring  Accidents,  with  Care 
may  live  by  Succeffion  near  twenty  Years; 
but  none  that  I  ever  heard  or  read  of9 
were  fo  fottifhly  ignorant,  as  to  believe 
that  Bees  could  live  to  that  Age,  any  0- 
therwife  than  by  Succeffion,  no  more  than 
when  we  fay  fuch  or  fuch  an  honourable 
Family  hath  liv’d  in  this  or  that  ancient 
Seat  four  or  five  hundred  Years,  we  do 
not  mean,  the  very  Perfons  that  are  now 
to  be  found  there,  are  four  or  five  hundred 
Years  old;  no,  we  mean  that  the  Family 
hath  liv’d  there,  and  enjoy’d  that  Eftate 
fo  long  a  Term  of  years  by  Succeffion  ; 
the  Father  often  by  Death,  making  way 
for  the  Son  to  inherit  the  Eftate  in  that 
Time.  Thus  the  Bees  may  live  many 
years  in  the  fame  Hive,  and  profper  well, 
and  every  Year  incneafe  the  Number  of 
Stocks  by  good  Swarms,  notwithftanding 
the  old  Woman’s  fatal  Sufpicion  to  the 
contrary. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Of  the  Bees  Enemies y  and  their  Remedies , 

HERE  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  the 
Bee  is  a  very  peaceable  Creature, 
living  in  great  Quiet,  and  by  her  unwea¬ 
ried  Labours,  taking  the  neceffary  Care  of 
her  own  Houfc,  and  will  not  affault  either 
Man  or  Bead  any  where  but  at  home*, 
and  then  too  it  is  in  Defence  of  their  be¬ 
loved  Queen,  their  Young,  and  their  com¬ 
mon  Treafure,  which  mult  fubuft  them 
all :  Nay,  fo  unapt  is  fhe  to  ufe  her  Spear, 
(on  any  other  Account  but  her  loyal  and 
maternal  Arfedtion,)  that  you  cannot  force 
one  of  them,  when  in  the  Field  gathering 
Honey,  to  fling  you;  fhe  will  take  all 
private  Affronts,  you  may  beat  her  from 
Flower  to  Flower,  do  what  you  can  to 
molefl:  and  hinder  her  in  her  Work,  fhe 
will  take  all,  without  the  lead  attempt¬ 
ing  to  revenge  her  own  Quarrel ;  is  in  all 
Things  patient,  unlefs  you  diixurb  or 
come  within  the  limited  Bounds  of  the 
Palace  and  Perfon  of  her  royal  Mi (l refs  ; 
then  indeed  fhe  will  exert  her  utmoil 
Courage,  and  to  the  Hazard  of  her  Life, 
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nay,  often  to  the  Lofs  of  it,  make  you,  to 
your  Smart,  know  your  Error:  Yet  have 
they  many  Enemies,  fome  for  one  Reafon, 
fome  for  another,  which  prove  very  de- 
firudtive  to  thefe  our  faithful  Servants. 
And  here  I  fhall  treat  of  the  chief  that  I 
have  obferv’d  of  them,  with  Directions 
for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Bees  againft 
them. 

Firfti  The  firft  I  fhall  take  notice  of  is 
the  Moufe ;  this  is  a  pernicious  Enemy, 
and  many  hundreds,  ( I  know  not  but  I 
may  fay  thoufands  of  Hives )  are  by  this 
Creature  deftroy’d  every  Year  in  England . 

They  are  fafe  all  the  Summer,  when  the 
Bees  are  in  Vigour,  from  thefe  kind  of 
Vermin  ;  but  in  Autumn,  when  the  Hives 
grow  more  empty,  by  the  Death  of  the 
old  Bees,  and  alfo  growing  more  torpid 
and  dull,  as  cold  Weather  comes  on,  then 
the  Moufe  will  venture  in  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Elive  ;  and  firft  they  will  gnaw  the 
lowermoft  Part  of  the  Comb,  where  there 
is  but  here  and  there  a  little  Honey;  but 
growing  more  bold  as  the  Weather  grows 
cold,  and  the  Bees  more  ftill,  they  afcend 
up  into  the  Hive,  and  feize  on  thofe 
Combs  which  are  next  to  the  Sides  of  the 
Hive,  where  commonly  the  richeft  T rea- 
fure  lies,  they  eat  Holes  through  them, 
and  fo  come  and  go  thro5  them  at  their 
Flcafure,  or  when  prefs’d  by  any  Neceffi- 
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ty,  to  the  Damage,  as  well  as  Difturbance 
of  the  Bees ;  fo  that  the  firft  warm  Day 
that  comes,  that  the  Bees  ftir  about  the 
Hive,  and.  examine  all  Quarters,  they  find 
their  Honey  partly  eat,  their  Combs  bro¬ 
ken,  and  partly  fet  a  running;  the  Smell 
of  which  expofes  them  to  new  Enemies, 
I  mean  the  Bees  of  other  Stocks  fmeliing 
the  frefh  Honey,  which  come  in  like 
Thieves,  when  a  Neighbour’s  Houfe  is 
on  Fire,  not  to  help  the  Diftreffed,  but  to 
plunder  them  of  their  remaining  Goods  ; 
and  though  the  Stock  were  able  well  e- 
nough  to  defend  themfelves  againft  thefe 
fecond  Sort  of  Enemies*  yet  conceiving  a 
Diftafte  againft  their  Hive,  by  reafon  of 
the  deteftable  Smell  of  the  Mice,  they 
take  a  warm  Day  and  fly  all  away  toge¬ 
ther,  tho5  they  had  as  good  have  ftaid  at 
Home  ;  for  according  to  our  vulgar  Pro¬ 
verb,  they  leap  out  of  the  Frying-Pan  into 
the  Fire  ;  let  them  go  where  they  will, 
they  muft  all  periili  *,  for  if  they  go  to  a 
hollow  Tree,  or  an  empty  Hive,  ?tis  a 
wrong  Time  of  the  Year  to  begin  Houfe- 
keeping.  I  have  known,  through  fuch  a 
Diftafte  and  Difturbance,  the  Bees  have 
gone  all  away,  and  left  fome  Quarts  of 
Honey  behind  them. 

Sometimes  the  Moufe  will  take  another 
Method,  and  fhelter  himfelf  betwixt  the 
Hackle  and  the  Hive,  and  there  will 
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make  his  Neft,  and  at  length  eat  a  Hole 
thro*  the  Crown  of  the  Straw-Hive,  and 
Jo  break  Bulk  with  his  Teeth  that  way  to 
the  Honey. 

Now  thofe  that  keep  Bees  in  Houfes, 
cannot  be  hurt  this  way  by  the  Moufe, 
becaufe  there  is  no  Stay  for  him  to  make 
his  Ned:  upon  the  Crown  of  a  naked 
Hive  *,  but  in  the  former  Way,  thofe  in 
Houfes  are  as  much  expofed,  if  not  more, 
to  the  Moufe,  than  thofe  on  fingle  Stools. 
I  had  al mod  forgot  a  former  Experiment, 
which  I  made  about  ten  or  twelve  Year3 
fince,  and  which  I  think  is  fit  to  come  in 
here.  Being  at  the  Houfe  of  my  Friend 
Mr.  Bowyer  of  Cel f don >  (about  two  Miles 
diflant  from  Croydon  where  I  live,)  and 
talking  about  his  Bees,  I  went  out  to  fee 
what  Condition  they  were  in,  where  I 
found  a  Hive,  which  they  fuppofed  had 
been  a  good  Stock  of  Bees,  but  lifting  it 
a  little,  I  found  it  very  light,  then  turning 
it  quite  up,  I  found  it  full  of  Combs,  but 
no  Bees  •,  and  the  Enemy  that  had  driven 
the  poor  Bees  away,  had  taken  FodefTion 
of  their  Caftle  for  his  own:  The  Moufe 
being  fomewhat  affrighted  at  my  rough 
handling  of  the  Hive,  leap’d  two  or  three 
Times  about  the  Elive,  but  inftead  of 
bolting  out  againfl  me,  retir’d  back  to 
the  Crown  of  the  Hive  for  his  own  Safe- 
ty^  and  being  a  profeft  Enemy  to  all 
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Creatures  of  what  kind  foever  that  are 
Enemies  to  the  Bees,  having  call’d  fome 
of  the  Family  to  my  Affiftance,  I  knock’d 
him  out  on  one  of  the  Grafs-Plats  in  the 
Garden,  and  there  we  defray 3d  the  De- 
ilroyer;  indeed  I  was  the  more  careful  in 
that  Execution,  left  he  that  had  already 
tailed  of  thole  forbidden  Sweets,  (as  it 
often  happens  with  Creatures  of  a  higher 
Dignity)  ilufh’d  with  Succefs  fhould  break 
into  other  Hives,  and  in  Time  might 
have  endangered  all  the  Stocks  in  the  Gar* 
den. 


<The  RE  ME  DT. 


S  to  thofe  that  keep  Bees  on  Tingle 


jfjk  Stools,  (which  is  the  Way  general¬ 
ly  in  Hampshire,  and  other  Parts  of  the 
IVcft  of  England)  and  fo  confequently 
muft  have  Hackles  over  them : 

i.  Hive  no  Swarms  in  Hives  that  are 
very  old :  for  the  Mice  cannot  fo  eafily 
make  their  Way,  if  at  all,  through  the 
Crown  of  a  new  Hive,  as  they  can  where 
the  Straw  of  the  Hive,  through  Age,  is 
almoft  rotten. 
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2.  Put  a  good  large  Flint  Stone  on  the 
Fop  of  your  Hive,  betwixt  the  Hackle 
and  the  Hive;  which,  by  its  Coldnefs  and 
Unfitnefs  for  that  Purpofe,  will  hinder 
the  Moufe  from  making  his  Neft  there. 
But,  however,  the  good  Bee-Mi  ftrefs 
ought  to  examine  the  Cafe  of  every  Hive, 
by  taking  off  the  Hackle,  at  leaft  once 
in  every  Month,  left  (efpecially  in  the 
Months  of  March  and  April)  the  Moufe 
break  in  upon  you,  and  deftroy  the  Brood 
or  young  Bees,  and  the  Sandarach,  or 
Bee-bread,  both  which  they  are  extreamly 
greedy  of  as  their  Food,  if  not  more  than 
of  Honey.  I  have  had  more  than  one 
Experiment  of  this  Matter,  where  the 
young  Brood  hath  been  eaten  by  the  Mice, 
and  the  Honey  left.  But  where  there  is 
one  Hive  deftroy’d  by  breaking  open  at 
the  Crown,  I  believe  there  are  an  hundred 
by  their  entering  in  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Hive;  and  fo  the  good  Woman  is  difap- 
pointed  when  the  Spring  comes:  She  is 
fure  fhe  left  none  but  what  were  heavy 
and  in  good  Condition,  -and  able  to  (land 
over  the  Year,  as  their  Phrafe  is,  but  in 
this  Hive,  and  that,  there  is  neither  Ho¬ 
ney  nor  Bees,  but  only  empty  Combs, 
and  can  no  Way  account  for  the  Lofs  of 
them.  But  if  you  would  take  Notice,  when 
you  take  up  fuch  dead  Hives,  of  their 
Combs,  how  the  uppermofl  Parts  of  them 
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are  gnaw’d,  and  many  rough  Holes  in  the 
Middle  of  the  Combs,  the  Doubt  would 
be  foon  clear’d  how  they  came  to  mifcar- 
ry. 

3.  As  to  the  Moufe  entring  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  Hive,  it  is  occafioned  by  an 
ill  Cuftom,  which  I  find  all  over  this 
Country,  to  cut  a  deep  Gafh  thro’  one  of 
the  Rounds  of  Straw,  about  an  Inch  and 
an  half  high,  and  as  much  in  breadth  ; 
which  Miftake,  inftead  of  keeping  the 
Moufe  out  of  the  Hive,  will  let  in  two  at 
a  Time.  Now  the  Way  to  remedy  this* 
is  not  to  leave  Room  enough  for  a  Moufe 
to  enter;  then  fhali  you  be  fecure  from 
this  pernicious  Enemy.  When  you  have 
bought  a  new  Hive,  firfh  try  him  upon 
the  Stool  whilfb  empty,  where  you  defign 
to  fet  your  Swarm,  whether  your  Hive 
have  not  a  Hoilownefs  fome  where  or  a- 
ther  in  the  Skirt,  deep  enough  for  Bees  to 
go  in  and  out  at;  for  there  are  but  few  lo 
exactly  made,  but  fuch  a  Hoilownefs  may 
be  found  in  the  Skirt  deep  enough  for 
that  Purpofe;  if  fo,  ’tis  very  well,  your 
Work  is  done  to  your  Hand  without  cut¬ 
ting,  only  mark  that  Side  where  the  Hol- 
iownefs  is,  that  when  your  Bees  are  hiv’d, 
you  may  know  which  Side  of  the  Hive  to 
turn  outward:  This  Hoilownefs  muft  be 
almoft  half  an  Inch  high;  if  it  fhouid  be 
much  fhallower,  the  Drones,  or  Male- 

Bees 


Monarchy  of  BEES,  57 

Bees  could  not  pafs  in  and  out;  and  if  it 
fhould  be  but  a  little  above  half  an  Inch, 
the  Moule  will  invade  them.  But  if  you 
have  no  fuch  Hollownefs  in  the  Skirt  of 
the  Hive,  then  you  have  the  Choice  of 
three  Ways  to  make  it:  Cut  a  Notch  in 
your  Straw  Hive,  not  through  the  Roundal 
as  before,  but  fomewhat  lefs,  or  at  lead: 
not  more  than  half  an  Inch  in  Depth,  and 
four  Inches  in  Length,  that  they  may 
have  Room  enough  to  pafs  in  and  out  by 
one  another,  and  not  hinder  theirLabours : 
Or  thus ;  Lay  two  final!  Bits  of  a  Tobac¬ 
co-Pipe  on  the  fore  Part  of  your  Stool, 
and  then  fet  the  fore  Part  of  the  Hive  on 
them,  fo  will  your  Hive  be  rais’d  at  what 
Height  you  pleafe,  by  the  Bignefs  or 
Smallnefs  of  the  Pieces  of  Pipe ;  then  with 
Lime  and  Hair,  plaifter  up  all  but  four 
Inches  in  the  Front,  for  the  Bees  to  play 
in  and  out  at.  And  this  latter  Way  I 
mud:  approve  of  before  the  former.  But 
the  bed:  Way  of  all,  for  thofe  that  keep 
Bees  in  Straw  Hives,  and  will  be  at  the 
Charge  of  it,  is  to  lend  your  Hives  all 
to  the  Cooper,  and  let  him  fet  a  narrow 
Hoop  of  an  Inch,  to  every  Hive,  by  dril¬ 
ling  Holes  through  the  Edge  of  the  Hoop, 
and  fo  driving  wooden  Pins,  like  Skewers, 
fo  that  they  may  drive  two  or  threelnches 
into  the  Skirt  of  the  Straw  Hive,  and  it 
will  be  very  fad,  and  then  you  may  at 
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your  own  Leifure  and  Pleafure,  cut  a 
Notch  almoft  half  an  Inch  high,  and  four 
Inches  broad,  as  before.  But  if  you  are 
forc’d  to  ufe  any  of  your  old  Hives,  that 
have  already  thole  deep  Notches  cut  in 
them,  turn  the  Notch  to  one  Side,  and 
fill  it  up  with  Lime  and  Hair,  and  follow 
the  former  Directions.  But,  however,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  fet  a  Moufe-trap  in 
every  Bee-houfe,  according  to  the  Advice 
of  the  famous  Dr.  Butler  >  for  though  they 
cannot  get  into  your  Hives,  and  fo  can  do 
you  no  great  Damage  ;  yet,  if  they  harbour 
about  the  Bee-houfe  they  are  an  Offence 
to  the  Bees.  Suffer  no  long  Grafs,  or  any 
Thing  elfe,  about  the  Bee-houfe,  that  is 
likely  to  harbour  Mice. 

2.  The  Moth  is  alfo  their  Enemy  *,  I 
mean  the  winged  Moth  •,  which  doth  con¬ 
vey  his  Eggs  under  the  Skirts  of  the 
Hive,  where  being  preferv’d  from  Cold, 
by  the  Heat  of  the  Bees,  they  become  a 
very  large  grey  Maggot :  I  have  feen  fome 
of  them  exceed  an  Inch  in  Length,  and 
do  much  perplex,  offend,  and  hinder  the 
Bees ;  for  though,  if  the  Bees  are  very 
lufiy,  they  will  hale  them  out,  as  they 
come  forth  from  under  into  the  Hive,  as 
I  have  often  feen  three  or  four,  joining 
their  Forces  together,  till  they  have  got 
him  clear  of  the  Hive,  fly  away  with  him 
as  far  as  they  can*,  yet  if  the  Stock  of 
2  Bees 
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Bees  are  but  weak,  thefe  many  Times  will 
keep  them  fo,  and  at  laft  encreafmg  in 
Numbers,  breed  on  the  Stool  under  the 
Hive,  and  at  laft  go  into  the  Combs,  and 
breed  on  that  Side  where  there  are  feweft 
Bees;  and  if  the  Difeafe  be  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanc’d,  there  is  no- Cure,  they  will  either 
fly  away,  or  dwindle  to  nothing:  You 
had  beft  take  them,  while  they  have 
fomething.  To  prevent  this  Mifchief, 
let  every  Hive  be  carefully  plaifter’d  all 
round  the  Skirt  of  the  Hive,  to  the  Board 
of  the  Stool  or  Houfe,  with  a  little  well 
temper’d  fine  Lime  and  Hair,  with  a 
fmooth  Knife  ;  fo  will  there  not  be  Room 
for  the  Moths  to  get  under  the  Skirts  of 
the  Hive,  to  lay  their  Eggs:  But  you 
fhould,  notwithftanding  this  Precaution, 
take  Care  and  examine  all  the  weak  Hives, 
in  March  and  September ,  by  taking  them 
up  gently  in  your  Hand,  and  fet  them 
down  foftly  by,  leaving  the  Place  open 
where  they  flood  ;  fo  with  a  Wing  or 
coarfe  Cloth,  rub  away  the  Maggots,  if 
there  be  any,  or  any  other  Filth,  dead 
Bees,  Pieces  of  Combs,  &c.  and  then  foft» 
ly  put  them  down  in  their  Place  again; 
fo  have  you  done  your  poor  Bees  a  good 
Kindnefs,  and  laved  them  much  Labour, 
and  done  yourfelf  no  Harm. 

The  Earwig  is  alfo  a  pernicious,  and 
very  ofFenfive  Enemy  to  the  Bees,  and  lay 

their 
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their  Young,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the 
Moth,  under  the  Skirt  of  the  Hive,  and 
in  Jittle  Crannies  about  the  Mouth  of  the 
Hive;  and  often  they  make  very  bold 
with  them,  (their  Coat  being  Armour  of 
proof,  againft  the  Spear  of  the  Bee)  and 
entring  in  at  the  Mouth,  or  any  other 
Place  underneath  the  Skirt,  if  there  be 
Room,  and  in  poor  Hives  afcend  even  to 
the  Combs  themfelves.  The  Remedy  is 
the  fame  as  with  the  Moth  before  fpoken 
of,  and  at  the  fame  Time  of  the  Year 
to  that  when  you  fearch  for  the  Moth’s 
Young,  you  cannot  mifs  at  the  fame 
d  ime,  to  meet  with  the  young  Maggots 
bred  of  the  Earwig,  which  are  much  like 
them. 

The  Hornet  is  to  the  Bees,  as  a  Bird  of 
Prey  is  to  the  fmall  Birds :  I  never  faw 
one  of  them  venture  into  the  Hive  for 
Honey;  but  he  will  feize  on  a  fingle  Bee, 
on,  or  near  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive,  and 
like  a  Hawk  carry  her  awav  in  his  Claws, 

4  J  * 

and  eat  her.  But  of  the  Hornet  there 
cometh  no  great  Mifchief ;  however,  the 
belt  Way  is  to  kill  them,  if  you  find  any 
hankering  about  your  Bees-,  which  is  not 
hard  to  do,  they  being  but  flow  of  Mo¬ 
tion-,  or  fpoil  their  Neffs  if  you  hear  of 
any  near  you. 

The  Wafp  is  a  more  dangerous  Enemy, 
if  they  come  to  be  numerous,  as  in  dry 

Summers 
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Summers  they  are-,  but  frequent  Rains  do 
much  hinder  their  Encreafe,  by  chilling 
their  Brood,  and  wetting  their  Combs, 
and  fometimes  drowning  their  whole  Ned 
of  both  old  and  young  together.  They 
do  little  harm  in  May  and  June-?  indeed 
they  will  come  about  the  Hive,  but  hard¬ 
ly  ever  attempt  to  go  in,  but  pitch  on  the 
Ground,  and  feize  on  any  dead  Bee  they 
can  find,  tearing  her  like  a  Vulture,  eat  a 
Part  of  her,  and  then  fiy  away  with  the 
red  of  their  Prey  :  But  in  June  and  July* 
they  are  both  older  and  bolder,  and  will 
venture  into  the  Hive  to  rob  and  deal  ; 
but  their  Foods  Coat,  and  hoarfe  Voice, 
doth  foon  difcover  them,  and  feizing  up¬ 
on  them,  two  or  three  at  a  Time,  they 
down  with  her  Houfe,  and  lay  their  fine 
Feathers  in  the  Dud  ,  though  you  dial! 
fee,  that  fometimes  they  will  break  away, 
though  two  or  three  have  hold  of  them, 
being  much  fironger  than  a  fingle  Bee, 
and  fo  will  make  their  Efcape ;  for  now 
all  the  Stocks  keep  diligent  watch  and 
ward  at  the  Porch  of  their  Houfe,  and 
?tis  no  eafy  Matter  for  a  Vvafp  to  pafs  in 
without  being  examin'd  by  their  Senti¬ 
nels-,  but  they  being  eager  of  Honey, 
are  bold  Intruders,  and  will  venture  in, 
though  they  come  fhort  home  ;  but  if 
once  they  get  frequent  Admittance,  as 
they  often  will  in  weak  Stocks,  (  their 

O  Guai  cl 
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Guard  at  the  Door  being  but  (lender) 
they  will  never  leave  them,  but  daily 
augmenting  their  Forces,  they  will  break 
open  the  healed  jCombs,  after  which,  the 
other  Bees  will,  upon  the  fmelling  the 
frefh  Honey,  come  in,  and  fhare  the  Spoil 
with  them,  which  you  may  always  know; 
for  by  lifting  up  the  Hive  in  the  Evening, 
you  will  fee  abundance  of  fmall  Bits  of 
Wax  fallen  down  to  the  Stool,  and  about 
the  Mouth  of  the  Hive,  not  unlike  the 
Saw-Dud  of  Deal-boards,  and  the  only 
Way  then,  is  to  take  them:  The  Remedy 
prefcrib’d  by  Dr.  Butler  to  prevent  this 
Mifchief,  is  to  fet  Bottles  with  Verjuice, 
Beer,  £sf<r.  in  the  Bee-houfe,  or  Pots  cover’d 
with  Paper,  with  a  fmall  Hole  in  the 
Middle,  which  will  catch  many  of  them. 

But  here  I  mu  id  crave  Leave  to  differ 
from  the  Do  Tor,  for  the  Smell  of  thofe 
Liquors  will  draw  more  Wafps  to  you 
than  otherwife  you  would  have  had  ;  and 
tho*  I  muff  agree  with  the  DoTor  that 
many  will  be  entrap’d,  yet  I  have  found 
by  long  Experience,  that  thofe  Bees  have 
efcaped  thefe  Enemies  moff,  that  have 
had  none  of  thefe  Traps,  which  I  can  at¬ 
tribute  to  nothing  but  their  being  drawn 
together  by  the  Smell  of  the  aforefaid 
Liquors.  Now  the  bed  Way  is  to  leffen 
the  Number  of  thefe  Wafps,  and  that  is 
by  dedroying  thofe  large  Ones  that  you 

fhall 
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fhall  often  fee  in  May ,  (but  never  appear 
but  one  at  a  Time)  every  one  of  thefe 
being  a  Mother  Wafp,  and  carries  a  Neft 
about  her,  fo  that  you  deftroy  as  many 
Neds  as  Wafps  ;  but  feme  of  thefe  mutt 
efcape  and  will  make  a  Neft,  and  breed 
many-,  therefore  whenever  you  hear  of  a 
Neft  in  your  Neighbourhood,  be  careful, 
to  deftroy  them,  by  fealding  Water,  or 
digging  them  in,  and  tread  the  Ground  in 
hard  upon  them,  or  if  in  a  Tree,  with 
Brimftone  Matches  let  them  be  deftroy 3d. 

The  Swallow  is  a  great  Deftroy er  of 
Bees,  and  doth  catch  them  flying,  and  eat 
them,  and  convey  them  to  her  young 
Ones,  for  which  I  know  no  Remedy;  but 
however,  deftroy  their  Nefts  in  the  Chim¬ 
neys,  and  your  Lofs  will  be  the  iefs. 

There  is  yet  another  Enemy  which 
palles  almoft  unfufpedted,  which  doth 
deftroy  abundance  of  Bees,  and  that  is 
the  Sparrow,  efpecially  in  their  breeding 
Time.  The  Manner  of  feizing  their  Frey 
is  thus  •,  they  come  hopping  on  the 
Ground  before  your  Bees,  and  if  they  find 
none  pitch’d  on  the  Ground,  they  jump# 
up,  and  take  them  flying,  and  away  to  the 
Neft  with  it,  and  come  and  fetch  another. 
Indeed  all  the  Time  of  their  having  young 
Ones,  both  young  and  old  have  their  Liv¬ 
ing  mainly  upon  Bees  :  The  beft  Way  to 
prevent,  at  leaf:  a  good  Part  of  this  Mif- 

D  2  chief. 
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chief,  is  to  encourage  Boys  in  the  Spring- 
Time  to  fpoil  their  Nells,  and,  for  now 
and  then  a  few  Farthings  to  the  Boys,  you 
may  have  all  the  Nells  near  you  deflroy’d. 
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Of  the  Qu  een-Bee,  and  the  Loyalty 
of  her  Subjects. 

ND  here  as  Princes  ought  to  be 


Jf\~  treated  with  all  Refpedt  imaginable, 
io  ought  we  alfo  on  the  other  Hand  to 
take  care  fo  far  to  avoid  Flattery,  as  not 
to  fuffer  any  Thing  to  efcape  the  Pen, 
which  will  not  hold  out  full  Weight  in 
the  Balance  of  Truth  :  And  here  a  great 
Difcouragement  falls  heavy  upon  me,  my 
Pen  fee  ms  to  move  (lowly,  not  that  there 
wants  Flax  on  the  DiftalF  to  maintain  the 
Thread,  but  only  the  Consideration,  that 
the  Excellency  of  my  prefent  Subjedt  is 
fuch,  that  inftead  of  moving  Admiration 
I  defpair  of  gaining  Belief  •,  but  be  it  as  it 
wall,  1  (hall  go  on  with  the  Truth  of  my 
Observations. 

The  Queen-Bee  then,  I  think,  is  of  all 
Infcdts  the  moll  glorious  j  her  Body  is 
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bigger  a  great  deal  than  the  Honey-Bee, 
and  very  much  longer;  yet  her  Wings  are 
no  longer  than  that  of  the  Honey-Bee, 
which  fhews,  that  fhe  is  not  defign’d  by 
Nature  for  Labour,  nor  long  Flights, 
which  is  the  continual  Bufinefs  of  her 
Subjects :  As  to  her  Shape  and  Colour, 
her  upper  Parts  are  of  a  lighter  Brown 
than  the  reft,  having  the  Refemblance  of 
a  Velvet  Cape,  or  Fur  Gorget  about  her 
Shoulders  her  hinder  Part  from  the 
Waift,  (which  is  very  final!)  as  it  is  much 
longer  than  the  Drone,  or  the  Honey-Bee, 
fo  flie  is  much  more  taper  than  they  *s  and 
whereas  the  Drone  and  common  Bee  are 
brown  all  over  the  hinder  Part,  the  Queen 
in  that  Part  is  as  black  as  Jet,  or  poliffdd 
black  Marble  ;  and  whereas  the  two  great 
Legs  of  the  Commons,  are  quite  black, 
hers  are  as  yellow  as  Gold,  as  alfo  fhe  is 
all  along  the  under  Part  of  her  Belly.  In 
fhort,  the  Queen  doth  as  far  furpafs  her 
Subjedls  in  Shape  and  Beauty,  as  thenneft 
Korfe  that  ever  ran  on  Banftead  Downs , 
doth  the  common  Foreffer:  And  as  fhe 
doth  fo  much  differ  from  her  Subjects  in 
Shape  and  Beauty,  fo  fhe  alfo  differs  from 
them  in  Breeding.  Firji ,  The  Egg  of  her 
royal  Mother,  which  Egg  is  caff  into  a 
royal  Cell  or  Matrix,  made  by  her  Vaffals 
for  that  very  Purpofe,  in  a  different  Form 
from  all  the  reft,  (which  are  mathemad- 
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calJy  fix  -  fquare )  and  is  moil  exactly 
round,  very  much  thicker  in  Wax,  and 
the  Cell  proportionable  to  her  Body, 
much  larger  than  thole  the  common  Bees 
make  for  themfelves  .*  But  this  round  and 
royal  Palace  is  never  in  a  Comb  among 
other  Cells,  but  always  by  itfelf,  and  rai¬ 
led  from  a  large  Foundation,  either  from 
the  Flat  of  a  Comb,  or  fometimes  on  the 
Edge  of  a  Comb;  for  I  have  often  feen 
both  :  But  when  this  regal  Manfion  is 
built  on  the  Edge  of  a  Comb,  then  is  that 
Comb  divided  for  that  Purpofe,  and  is 
always  about  the  Middle  of  the  Hive; 
and  infteadof  this  middle  Comb  running 
through  entire  as  the  red,  it  is  divided 
into  two  Combs,  and  hath  two  Edges,  in 
the  middle  Edge  of  which,  this  round 
Cell  is  built,  always  leaving  Room  for  her 
Attendants  to  come  round  her;  there  is 
always  one  in  every  Hive  of  thefe  Palaces, 
in  fome  two,  and  in  fome  I  have  feen 
three,  but  this  is  feldom  to  be  feen.  As 
to  her  Power,  the  Grand  Seignior  with  all 
his  Janizaries  about  him,  ready  to  execute 
his  moil  hazardous  Commands,  or  the 
(nearer  home)  King  of  Slaves,  is  not  half 
fo  abfolute  as  the  Queen  of  the  Bees  ;  and 
this  her  abfolute  Power  over  the  reft,  is 
not  procured  by  any  Tyranny  or  Cruelty 
by  her  exercifed  over  her  Subjects,  but 
from  an  innate  Loyalty  natural  to  thefe 

Creatures, 
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Creatures,  not  to  be  diverted  by  Envy 
nor  Faction,  towards  this  their  lawful  So¬ 
vereign. 

Oh,  that  all  the  Thoufands  of  this 
Britannick-Ifrael  were  but  fo  loyal  to  our 
moft  gracious  King  George ,  who  by  all 
the  facred  Ties  of  Law  and  Nature,  hath 
an  undoubted  Right  to,  and  bv  his 
boundlefs  Clemency  and  Goodnefs,  doth 
in  the  higheft  Manner  deferve  our  utmoft 
Loyalty  !  Where,  Britons ,  where  is  your 
bo  ailed  Loyalty,  that  the  very  Infers  of 
our  Country  fnall  reprove  you?  Whilft 
they  join  their  Forces  together  with  an 
undivided  Fidelity,  agairrft  all  that  dare 
prefume  to  invade  either  the  Crown  or 
Territories  of  their  Queen-,  you  degene¬ 
rate  too  often  into  Faction,  the  very  Seeds 
of  Rebellion,  which  hath  hurried  you 
blindly  on,  even  once  to  the  Dipping  your 
facrilegious  Hands  in  the  Blood  of  your 
Sovereign.  But  to  itay  no  longer  on  this 
melancholy  Digreffion,  in  Hopes  the  Fi¬ 
delity,  Courage,  and  Loyalty  of  my  Bees 
may  teach  you  your  Duty,  I  fhall  proceed. 
All  is  done  by  her  Command,  as  Work¬ 
ing,  Fighting,  Swarming,  there  being  as 
much  Inclination  to  Obedience  in  the 
Subjects,  as  in  their  Queen  to  command  : 
But  you  will  fay,  how  can  you  know  all 
this?  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  none  that 
have  been  fo  long  converfant  with  the 
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Bees  as  I  have,  and  made  hut  tolerable 
Obfervations,  but  muft  be  fully  fatisfy’d 
in  the  Premises  by  ocular  Demonftratiom 
But  if  you  would  know  how  I  came  to 
know  the  Nature  of  this  Monarchy,  take 
thefe  few  Obfervations  following. 

Fir  ft.  Many  Years  ago  I  having  a  Mind 
to  fatisfy  my  Curiofity  about  the  Queen- 
Bee,  was  refolved  to  run  the  Hazard,  at 


lead,  of  deftroying  a  Swarm  of  Bees  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  fo  in  the  Morning,  about 
half  an  Hour  before  Sun-rifing,  I  took  a 
Swarm  of  Bees  that  had  been  hiv’d  the 
Morning  before,  and  carried  it  into  a 
Meadow  joining  to  my  Garden,  and  there 
with  a  ftrong  Stroke  upon  the  Ground, 
fihook  the  Bees  all  out  in  a  Lump  upon 
the  Grafs  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  a  lit¬ 
tle  quiet  from  the  Difturbance  that  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  Motion  caufed,  I  laid  myfelf  down 
on  the  Ground,  and  with  a  little  Stick  in 
my  Hand,  gently  ftirr’d  the  Bees,  in  or¬ 
der  to  find  the  Queen-Bee  *,  and  having 
deferih’d  her  to  three  or  four  of  my  Fa¬ 
mily,  which  were  then  with  me,  defir’d 
them,  as  1  ftirr’d  the  Bees,  if  any  of  them 
faw  fuch  a  Bee,  to  fhew  her  me  ,  all  being 
thus  upon  the  Search,  at  length  one  of 
them  difcover’d  her,  and  pointing  to  her* 
1  faw  her,  and  quickly  caught  her  in  a 
Box  which  I  had  ready  for  that  Purpofe, 
and  carried  her  into  my  Parlour,  where 
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opening  my  Box,  I  let  her  fly,  and  a  few 
of  the  other  Bees  who  were  taken  with 
her,  who,  as  is  natural  to  them,  did  fly 
againft  the  Glafs  Window  *,  fo  taking  a 
fharp  Pair  of  Sciffars,  I  cut  off  one  of  her 
Wings  to  difable  her  from  hying,  and 
then  put  her  again  into  my  Box.  The 
firfb  Thing  I  was  willing  to  know,  was, 
what  they  would  do  without  their  Queen, 
but  this  was  foon  difcovered,  for  they 
were  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  like  Sheep 
without  a  Shepherd,  (which  was  as  foon 
as  the  whole  Bunch  could  know  that  the 
Queen  was  not  amongft  them,)  which 
they  foon  difcover’d,  by  fpreading  them- 
Selves  abroad  upon  the  Grafs  *,  for,  where¬ 
as  ’tis  natural  to  thefe  Creatures  to  keep 
clofe  together  like  a  Bunch  of  Grapes, 
they  now  Spread  themfelves  as  broad  as  a 
Cart-Wheel,  running  up  and  down,  and 
with  a  piteous  and  difcontented  Note, 
fearching  for  their  Queen.  So  when  they 
had  Spent  an  Hour,  or  thereabout  in  this 
fruitlefs  Search,  they  took  Wing,  and  flew 
to  a  Hedge,  and  there  pitch’d,  in  which 
Flight  and  Pitching,  there  were  two 
Things  remarkable.  Firft ,  That  they  flew 
to  the  fame  Hedge  where  the  Swarm  had 
pitch’d  the  Day  before,  to  fearch  for  her 
there,  where  they  Jafl:  had  her  Company. 
Secondly ,  How  foon  by  the  Abfence  of 
one  Bee,  this  Monarchy  was  turn’d  into 
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Anarchy ;  for  now  (inftead  of  going  all 
together  in  a  Bunch,  which  is  natural  to 
them  when  they  have  their  Queen,)  they 
were  divided  all  along  the  Hedge  for  ten 
Yards  together,  in  little  Bunches,  forty  or 
fifty  in  a  Bunch,  and  fome  larger  Bunches  ; 
fo  then  I  pull’d  the  Box  out  of  my  Poc¬ 
ket,  where  the  Queen-Bee  was,  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  know  whether  or  no  they  would 
again  acknowledge  their  crippled  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  my  Thoughts  then  were,  that 
they  would  not,  {he  having  been  fo  long 
from  them,  and  her  Wing  cut  off,  or  for 
the  Smell  of  the  Box,  I  did  not  know  but  ‘ 
thefe,  or  fome  of  thefe  might  give  them 
fome  Diftafte;  but  to  my  great  Amaze¬ 
ment,  and  ail  that  were  with  me,  1  no 
fooner  open’d  the  Box,  and  laid  it,  Queen 
and  all,  on  the  Bank,  near  to  one  of  thefe 
little  Bunches,  but  they  immediately  be¬ 
gan  to  gather  from  hither  and  thither  all 
about  my  Box,  where  the  Queen  was, 
which  was  loon  cover’d  up,  and  in  lefs 
than  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  they  were  all 
gather’d  together  about  their  Queen,  re¬ 
joicing  ;  which  Rejoicing  is  eafy  to  per¬ 
ceive  by  thole  that  are  ufed  among  them, 
by  their  Notes.  So  having  found  their 
Queen  again,  they  lay  all  contented  toge¬ 
ther,  not  running  up  and  down,  and  Ipread- 
ing  themfelves  as  before,  when  fhe  was  ab- 
fent.  So  Night  coming  on,  1  again  hiv’d 

them. 
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them,  and  brought  them  into  my  Garden 
for  if  I  had  let  them  remain  abroad  all 
Night,  the  Coldnefs  of  the  Night  would 
have  chill’d  them  ;  fo  that  I  fliou Id  not 
have  been  able  to  make  any  farther  Dil con¬ 
venes  with  them.  Next  Morning,  being 
line  Weather,  I  again  knock’d  them  out 
on  the  Grafs,  in  the  Meadow,  as  before, 
where  they  foon  united  themlelves  toge¬ 
ther  about  their  beloved  Queen,  where  I 
let  them  lie  for  fome  Hours,  to  try  if  they 
would  rife,  but  here  was  the  Height  of 
Loyalty  exprefs’d.  The  poor  Queen,  as 
I  told  you  above,  had  one  of  her  Wings 
dipt,  and  fo  was  not  able  to  fly,  and  lead 
them  off  to  fome  Place  for  their  common 
Prefervation,  and  thefe  her  loyal  Subjects 
chofe  rather  to  perifh  with  her,  than  to 
leave  her  in  her  Diftrefs.-  Then  1  again 
took  away  their  Queen,  and  put  her  in 
a  Box  as  before,  and  my  poor  Bees  fell 
again  to  fpreading  themfelves  in  fearch 
of  her  ;  fo  when  they  were  thus  fpread 
abroad,  I  laid  down  their  Queen  near  one 
Side  of  this  fearching  Squadron,  when  to 
my  great  Satisfaction,  and  Wonder  of 
fome  Friends,,  which  I  had  fent  for  on 
Purpofe,  they  all  immediately  ceas’d  their 
fpreading  themfelves,  and  learching  every 
Way  for  their  Queen,  they  all  march’d 
direCtly  towards  her !  Before  they  had 
quite  cover’d  her,  to  fave  nvyfelf  the 

Trouble 
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Trouble  of  fearching  for  her  in  the  Midfi: 
of  the  Swarm,  I  took  her  up  and  laid  her 
down  on  the  contrary  Side  to  where  I 
took  her  up,  when  prefently  you  might 
fee  them  all  turn  their  March  to  her  a- 
gain  fo  I  often  took  her  up  from  one 
Place,  and  laid  her  down  in  another,  and 
thefe  poor  loyal  and  loving  Creatures  al¬ 
ways  marched  and  counter-marched  every 
Way  as  the  Queen  was  laid.  When  I 
had  Fiew’d  my  Friends  all  the  Diverlion 
that  fo  great  a  Curiofity  could  afFord  them, 
I  buffered  them  again  to  encircle  her,  and 
immediately  they  clofed  from  the  Right 
and  .Left,  Front  and  Rear,  into  a  thick 
round  Bunch,  no  broader  than  the  Crown 
of  my  Hat,  and  fo  lay  very  well  content¬ 
ed  together,  the  Commons  Fill  expefting 
when  they  fhould  fly  with  their  Queen  as 
ufuai  •,  but  Fie  not  being  able  to  fiy,  could 
not  lead  them  off,  and  not  a  Bee  of  them 
would  offer  to  leave  her,  tho’  by  this 
Time,  no  doubt  but  they  began  to  want 
Food ♦,  fo  the  Evening  drawing  on,  I  a- 
gain  hiv’d  them,  and  brought  them  into 
my  Garden,  to  prevent  their  being  chill’d  ; 
and  the  next  Morning  knock’d  them  out 
again  upon  the  Grafs,  where,  to  try  far¬ 
ther  Experiments,  1  often  took  away  their 
Queen,  and  with  her  could  march  them 
any  where,  this  Way  and  that  Way,  and 
then  put  her  to  them  again  j  for  I  was  re- 

folvM 
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folv’d  now  to  try  whether  or  no  thefe  loy¬ 
al  Creatures  would  go  on  thus  to  the  End* 
and  crown  thefe  their  loyal  Principles  with 
Martyrdom:  The  Commons  tailed  no 
Food,  nor  would  they  fly  to  get  any,  un- 
lefs  their  Queen  had  been  in  Safety.  And, 
indeed,'  this  their  Loyalty  and  Affedion 
was  equalFd,  if  not  out-done  by  their 
Queen  j  for  when  I  had  her  away  from 
them,  I  gave  her  Honey  fever  al  Times, 
but  ihe  would  not  fo  much  as  once  tafle 
©f  it  without  her  Subjeds.  But  to  come 
to  a  Conclufion  of  this  curious,  tho’  me¬ 
lancholy  Obfervation,  they  {till  kept  their 
Integrity,  and  Famine  itfelf  could  not 
leflen  their  loyal Affedion  to  their  Prince9, 
for  after  they  had  liv'd  five  Days  and  five 
Nights  without  the  leaft  Food,  they  all 
died  by  Famine,  except  the  Queen-Bee3 
who  liv’d  fome  few  Hours  longer  than 
her  Subjeds,  and  then  dy’d  -5  difdaining  a 
Life,  that  was  no  Life  to  her,  without  the 
Company  of  thofe  which  fhe  could  not 
have,  they  having  all  given  up  theirLivei 
for  her  Sake. 

Surprizing  was  the  Sight , 

And  rarely  to  be  feen , 

Such  Loyalty  in  Subjects , 

Or  Gcodnefs  in  a  Sjueen* 
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1  challenge  all  the  World , 

England  except ,  to  find , 

A  People  half  fo  loyal , 

Or  Prince fs  half  fo  kind,. 

I  think  this  one  Relation  of  Matter  of 
Fa6t,  to  be  fufficient  to  prove  all  that  i 
have  before  averted  •,  yet  1  fhall  give  you 
one  or  two  more  in  this  Place,  betides 
others  that  muff  unavoidably  come  in,  in. 
their  proper  Places,  in  this  Tradt. 

Secondly ,  I  have  often  put  two  Swarms 
together,  to  make  the  Numbers  fufficient 
’  for  one  of  my  large  Boxes.  The  Manner 
of  which  is  defcrib’d  in  the  Chapter  of 
Swarming.  Every  Swarm  hath  a  Queen- 
Bee  among  them,  and  when  the  fecond 
Swarm  comes  to  be  added  to  the  nrif,  this 
is  plain  Matter  of  Fact,  that  always  the 
fir  it  Night  one  of  thefe  Potentates  is  (lain, 
or  expelfd  the  Hive.  It  is  here  as  with 
Ctefar  and  Pompey ,  one  would  admit  of  no 
Superior,  and  the  other  of  no  Equal.  For 
the  mod  Part  one  of  them  is  thrown  out 
dead  under  the  Hive.’ 

Obj.  But  you  will  ay,  where  is  the 
Loyalty  of  thefe  Creatures  you  fpoke  of, 
when  here  is  a  Queen  {lain  by  them  ? 

Anf  This  makes  not  againft,  but  much 
for  trie  Monarchy  of. the  Prince,  and  Loy¬ 
alty  of  the  Commons  ;  for  here  is  a  Swarm 
with  their  Queen  fettled,  it  may  be  a 

'  Week. 
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Week  or  more  in  the  Box,  before  the  Se¬ 
cond  Swarm  invades  thefe  her  rightful 
and  lawful  Territories  :  Difpatches  of 
Guards  are  fent  from  the  firft  Difturbance 
given,  to  examine  into  the  Caufe  of 
that  Difturbance  in  the  Hive,  who- finding, 
there  is  a  Pretender  to  her  Crown  and 
Dominions,  immediately  feize  and  diff 
patch  the  invading  Prince;  and  a  Pardon 
is  granted  to  all  her  Subjects,  who  now 
become  one  numerous  Family.  Some¬ 
times,  in  this  Buftle,  I  have  known  thefe- 
cond  Queen  creep  off  wounded,  and  have 
Found  her  either  on  the  Bee-Stool,  or  on 
the  Ground ;  but  always  with  her  Guard* 
who  never  leave  her  till  fhe  is  dead, 
(which  Guard  is  about  a  hundred,  more 
or  lefs,  according  to  the  Bignefs  of  the 
Swarm;)  all  clinging  fo  faff  about  her,  to 
keep  and  preferve  her  from  Peril,  that  it 
has  been  difficult  for  me  to  part  them 
with  Skewers,  or  fuch  like  Utenlils:  And 
always  when  I  find  fuch  a  Lump  of  Bees, 
I  know  there  is  the  Queen  m  the  Middle 
of  them  ;  and  accordingly  call  my  Family 
out,  or  any  others  that  may  happen  to  be 
within,  to  fee  this  glorious  Infect.  So 
taking  her  away  from  them,  I  put  her 
Guard  to  their  Fellows,  who  are  readily 
receiv'd  into  Grace,  and  made  free  Deni¬ 
zens  of  the  Colony  :  For  coming  without 
any  Leader,  there  is  no  Oppofition  ; 

knowing 
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knowing  by  natural  Inftindf,  that  the 
greater  their  Numbers  are,  the  better  they 
are  able  to  provide  for,  and  defend  them- 
felves. 


CHAP.  VL 

Of  Swarming,  and  the  Reajon  why), 
and  Hiving  the  Swann . 

fTlHE  two  fwarming  Months  general- 
I  ly  are  May  and  June,  though  there 
are  fometimes  Swarms  in  April,  and  very 
often  in  July.  Thofe  in  April  are  in  great 
Danger  ( if  cold  Weather  fhould  follow 
their  Swarming)  to  be  itarved,  before 
they  get  any  Thing  to  begin  Houfe-keep- 
ing  withal.  Thofe  that  fvvarm  in  July 9 
though  they  are  in  no  Danger  of  fudden 
Want,  Honey-gathering  being  then  plen¬ 
ty  every  where,  yet  are  they  in  great  Dan¬ 
ger  in  the  Winter  following,  for  fear,  left 
having  fo  fhort  a  Summer  of  it,  they 
fhould  not  have  gathered  Honey  enough 
to  ferve  them  till  the  next  Spring. 

The  Reafon  of  their  Swarming  is  for 
want  of  Room  in  the  Hive  ;  for  when 
they  have  bred  fo  many  that  the  Hive 

will 
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will  not  contain  them,  then,  alter  they 
have  lain  out  a  while  in  a  large  Bunch  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Hive,  in  a  fine  warm 
Day  generally  they  fwarm  ;  but  as  there 
is  no  general  Rule  without  an  Exception, 
fo  here  you  will  fometimes  find  they  will 
not  fwarm,  though  they  are  very  full,  and 
lie  out  with  a  Bunch  of  Bees  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Hive  as  big  as  your  Head,  and  this 
they  do  for  a  Month  together,  tho5  the 
Weather  prove  never  fo  favourable,  and 
will  not  fwarm.  TheReafon  is,  there  is 
no  Prince  ready  to  go  forth  with  the 
Swarm  ;  fome  Accident  or  other  hath 
happened  to  the  royal  Brood  within,  and 
they  will  rather  never  fwarm  at  all,  than 
go  off  without  their  beloved  Governefs. 

The  beft  Time  for  Hiving  your 
Swarm,  is  prefently  as  foon  as  they  are 
moil  of  them  pitch’d*,  and  this  Way 
commonly  prevents  their  flying  away  1 
For  you  muft  note,  that  the  Bees  are  al¬ 
ways  provided  of  a  Place  which  they  de¬ 
li  gn  for  their  Habitation  before  they 
fwarm  ;  either  in  fome  hollow  Tree,  or 
in  the  hollow  Part  of  fome  old  Building, 
or  in  fome  Hive,  perhaps  a  Mile  or  two 
diflant  from  you,  where  other  Bees  have 
died,  and  left  their  Combs ;  which  the 
Swarm  have  already  provided,  by  clean- 
fing  out  all  the  Filth  of  the  dead  Bees,  or 
whatever  elfe  may  be  offenfive  to  their 
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cleanly  Nature  ;  and  they  only  pitch  on 
the  Tree  near  you  to  gather  all  together, 
that  they  may  go  away  together  to  their 
prepared  Houle.  I  have  had  a  ft  range 
Swarm  of  Bees  come  into  my  Garden,  and 
fly  directly  into  a  Hive  of  old  Combs, 
which  they  had  been  every  Day  at  work 
upon,  to  cleanfe  and  make  fit  for  them, 
for  fourteen  Days  before ;  every  Day  about 
an  hundred  or  more  hard  at  work,  pulling 
out  and  clearing  the  Hive  of  dead  Bees, 
old  Sandarach,  and  Moths  ;  and  when 
quite  clean,  as  I  expected,  the  Swarm 
came,  and  went  into  their  thus  prepared 
Houfe  :  But,  however,  though  they  ah 
always  provide  themfelves  of  a  Houfe  be¬ 
fore  they  fwarm,  and  take  much  Pains  a- 
bout  it,  yet  if  you  are  early  enough  in 
your  taking  the  Swarm,  and  your  Hive 
be  clean  and  not  too  old,  they  finding 
themfelves  at  unawares  in  a  convenient 
Houfe,  have  no  Mind  generally  to  leave 
it;  tho’  fometimes  they  will,  and  give 
you  a  great  deal  of  Trouble,  and  lofe 
them  at  laft.  But  if  they  rife  again  out 
of  your  Hive,  either  the  fame  Day,  or 
the  next  ;  as  fometimes  they  will,  and 
pitch  again  on  a  Tree  near  you  ;  then  be 
lure  hive  them  not  in  the  fame  Hive,  for 
Tis  plain  they  had  fome  Diftike  of  it. 

The  Manner  of  taking  them  into  your 
Hive  is  various,  according  to  the  Pitching 

of 
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of  the  Swarm.  If  your  Swarm  pitch  up¬ 
on  a  Tree  that  is  pretty  high,  and  be  up¬ 
on  a  (ingle  Bough,  then  the  bed  Way  to 
take  them,  is,  with  a  very  fharp  Knife, 
to  cut  off  the  Twig  gently,  elfe  you  will 
fcatter  the  Bees  •,  and  lay  it  down  on  a 
Napkin  under  that  very  Tree  they  were 
cut  from,  or  as  near  it  as  you  can,  and 
gently  fet  your  Hive  over  it ;  fo  will  they 
undifturb’d  crawl  up,  and  hive  them- 
ielves  *,  fo  that  you  have  nothing  more  to 
do,  than  in  the  Evening  to  remove  them 
to  their  Place.  But  the  general  Way  of 
hiving  them,  is  to  hold  the  Hive  under 
them,  and  fhake  them  in  ;  and  having  a 
Napkin,  and  a  Stick  to  keep  up  one  Side 
of  the  Hive,  fet  them  down  on  it:  But 
let  it  be  under  the  fame  Tree  always,  that 
the  Bees  that  hanker  about  it,  (which  they 
will  always  do  more  or  lefs)  may  be  with¬ 
in  hearing  of  the  Swarm,  and  fo  go  down 
to  them,  which  they  will  naturally  do  : 
But  if  you  fet  down  the  Swarm  at  any 
great  Diftance  from  the  Place  where  they 
pitch'd,  many  will  be  loft,  or  at  leaft  re¬ 
turn  Home  again,  which  will  be  a  leffen- 
ing  of  the  Swarm.  But  if  the  Swarm  part, 
and  pitch  Part  of  them  on  one  Tree,  and 
Part  on  another,  (as  fometimes  they  will) 
that  you  may  not  be  at  aLofs  what  to  do  in 
fuch  a  Cafe,  take  the  Directions  following. 
Hive  the  two  Parcels  in  two  feveral  Hives, 

and 
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and  then  let  them  frand  within  hearing  of 
one  another-,  and  his  very  likely  that  be¬ 
fore  Night  comes,  they  will  fave  you  any 
further  Trouble,  by  going  all  into  that 
Hive  where  the  Queen  is  ;  but  if  they  do 
not,  then  aboutTen  o’Clock  at  Night  pro¬ 
ceed  with  them,  as  in  this  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  Pages  final!  be  taught,  how  to  join 
two  Calls,  or  fmall  Swarms,  into  one. 

I  fhall  not  dwell  long  on  this  Subject, 
becaufe  almoft  every  Body  doth  already 
underhand  how  to  hive  them,  one  W ay 
or  other  ;  and  it  matters  not  whether  they 
are  cut  down,  or  fhaken  into  the  Hive,  if 
they  flay  quietly  there  :  Only  here  I  mud: 
not  omit  to  diredl  you  about  managing  of 
the  Calls,  or  fecond  Swarms  which,  as 
they  are  commonly  order’d,  come  to  little 
or  no  Profit.  Now  there  is  not,  I  think, 
feared y  one  Call  in  twenty,  that  will  ga¬ 
ther  Honey  enough  to  keep  them  till  the 
next  Spring;  fo  that  they  are  generally 
taken  up  at  taking  Time  with  the  old 
Stocks  ;  but  they  have  fo  little  Honey  in 
them,  that  they  turn  to  no  Account.  Now 
the  Wav  to  make  fomething  of  them  is 
thus;  (and  pray  believe  me,  font  will  be  to 
your  great  Advantage :)  Put  two  or  three 
of  thefe  Calls  together  in  one  Hive,  and 
fo  they  will  become  a  good  Stock,  per¬ 
haps  as  good  as  any  one  of  your  Swarms, 
and  hand  over  the  Year  very  well.  The 

Manner 
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Manner  how  to  perform  this  feeming  dif¬ 
ficult  Work,  is  very  eafy  when  known, 
which  here  fhall  be  faithfully  taught  : 
When  you  have  a  Caft  or  fecond  Swarm, 
take  it  into  the  Hive,  as  you  do  the 
Swarms,  and  put  it  in  its  Place  ;  then, 
perhaps,  two  or  three  Days  after,  or  a 
Week,  you  may  have  another  Caft,  up 
and  pitch’d  ;  let  this  fecond  Caft  be  hiv’d 
by  itfelf  alfo  in  an  empty  Hive,  and  fet 
under  the  Tree  where  it  pitch’d,  as  before, 
till  Night;  then  you  muftput  this  fecond 
Caft  to  the  firft,  thus  :  Spread  a  Napkin, 
about  Ten  o’clock  at  Night,  on  the 
Ground,  clofe  by  the  Stool  of  the  firft 
Caft,  then  lay  a  Stick  crofs  the  Napkin, 
then  fetch  your  fecond  Caft,  that  fwarmed 
that  Day,  and  with  a  ftrong  Stroke  on  the 
Stick  which  lies  crofs  the  Napkin,  knock 
out  all  the  Bees,  which  come  all  out  at 
that  one  Stroke  upon  the  Napkin,  in  a 
broad  Lump ;  then,  throwing  the  Hive 
out  of  your  Hand,  take  your  firft  Caft  off 
from  the  Stool,  and  fet  over  the  Bees  on 
the  Napkin,  fo  will  they,  in  about  an 
Hour,  all  crawl  up,  and  become  one  Fa¬ 
mily  :  If  any  of  them,  as  fometimes  they 
will,  hang  about  the  Outfides  of  the  Hive, 
let  them  with  a  Wing  be  brufh’d  off  up¬ 
on  the  Napkin,  and  they  will  foon  go  to 
their  Fellows;  fo  about  Eleven  or  Twelve 
a  Clock,  take  up  the  Hive,  and  put  it  in 

its 
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its  Place;  fo  have  you  two  Calls  in  one 
Hive  :  In  the  fame  Manner  you  may  put 
a  third  and  a  fourth,  and  fo  you  may 
have  a  Prong  Hive  of  Bees  for  the  next 
Year ;  for  if  they  are  in  fmall  Parcels, 
they  can  do  no  good  ;  for  out  of  fo  fmall 
a  Parcel  as  one  Call,  when  all  their  Offi- 
ces  are  provided  for,  there  are  fo  few  to 
gather  Ploney,  that  little  can  be  done  ; 
feme  mu  ft  be  appointed  to  keep  the 
Brood  warm,  in  order  to  Breeding,  fome 
to  keep  Court  with  the  Queen,  fome  to 
keep  Guard  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive  to 
keep  away  Thieves.  But  when  by  this 
Means  of  doubling  the  Calls,  you  have 
augmented  your  Numbers,  they  will  have 
to  fpare  to  fuppiy  every  Occafion,  and 
fufficient  to  gather  Honey  for  the  Family, 
(land  all  the  Winter,  and  fwarm  the  next 
Spring  as  well  as  any  of  the  other  Stocks; 
the  greater  Quantity  of  Bees  there  are  to¬ 
gether,  the  better  they  are  able  to  provide 
for  themfelves  :  My  Meaning  is,  that  one 
Peck  of  Bees  in  one  Hive,  will  get  much 
more  Honey  than  two  half  Pecks  will  do 
in  two  Hives.  The  Reafon  why  we  put 
them  together  in  the  Evening,  or  fo  late, 
is,  becaufe  by  this  Means  we  prevent  two 
great  Inconveniences.  Firft ,  If  it  were  in 
the  Day,  and  they  found  fuch  a  Diftur- 
bance  in  the  Hive,  tho5  the  firft  Swarm 
that  was  at  Home,  and  had  made  fome 
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Works,  would,  ’tis  probable,  Hand  its 
Ground,  yet  5 tis  very  likely  the  lecond 
would  rife  again,  and,  perhaps,  fly  quite 
away  *,  whereas,  being  in  the  Night,  they 
cannot  rile,  but  ail  Night  crawling  one 
among  another,  they  are  united  into  one 
Monarchy,  under  one  Queen  i  for  they 
difpatch  the,  Queen  of  the  fecond  Cad 
mod  commonly  before  the  next  Morning, 
and  cad  her  out,  though  not  always  dead  : 
Sometimes  I  have  found  her  on  the 
Ground  alive,  but  never  without  her 
Guards  about  her,  about  two  or  three 
Hundred,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
Bigncfs  of  the  Cad  fhe  belong’d  to  *5 
which  Guard  de  Corps  never  leave"  her  till 
die  is  dead:  For  though  the  whole  Swarm 
is  confus’d  with  the  other,  yet  thefe 
whole  immediate  Bufinefs  it  was  at  that 
Time  to  guard  their  Sovereign,  are  fo 
faithful  in  difcharging  of  that  Truft,  that 
they  venture  their  own  Lives  for  her  Safe¬ 
ty  j  and  though  on  the  Ground  with  their 
Queen  in  the  Night,  in  danger  of  being 
chill’d  to  Death,  yet,  to  preferve  their 
Sovereign  from  Cold  or  Danger,  they  all 
cling  fo  clofe  about  her,  that  they  feem 
to  be  one  entire  Creature  ;  and  his  with 
fome  Difficulty  that  I  have  got  them  a- 
part,  to  fave  the  Bees,  and  put  them  to 
their  Fellows  ;  which  you  may  cafily  do, 
2  when 
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when  you  have  got  away  the  Queen,  hut 
not  before. 

But,  Secondly ,  If  you  would  put  two 
Swarms  or  Cads  together,  in  the  Day¬ 
time,  you  will  fee  the  moft  dreadful  Bat¬ 
tle  betwixt  them  that  is  poflibie  to  be 
conceiv’d,  to  the  great  Danger  of  both 
Swarms  or  Cads  •,  for  they  will  never  give 
over  fighting,  in  the  Hive,  and  out  of  the 
H  ive,  till  one  of  the  Queens  is  kill’d  y 
and  perhaps  not  then  neither:  For  many 
of  thefe  fmall  Warriors  will  not  preientiy 
know  that  the  other  Queen  is  dead,  and 
fo  will  keep  on  fighting  to  Death  for  their 
own  Queen:  For  till  the  Queen  of  the 
Hive  doth  come  to  know  it,  and  caufe 
the  Retreat  to  be  founded  in  her  Camp, 
there  is  no  giving  over  fighting  :  But  then 
admitting  all  the  Subjects  of  the  fiain 
Queen  to  Grace,  they  become  one  Fami¬ 
ly.  But  this  great  Hazard,  Mifchief,  and 
the  Lofs  of  fo  many  Bees  as  mud  fall  in 
the  Battle,  is  prevented  by  doing  this  Bu« 
finefs  at  Might. 

Many  are  the  Ways  that  Country  Peo¬ 
ple  have  of  drefling  the  Hive,  before  they 
put  the  Bees  into  it  •,  fome  with  drong 
Beer,  others  with  Water  and  Salt,  others 
with  rubbing  the  Infide  of  the  Hive  with 
.Fennel*,  dome  with  Bawm  :  But  the  bed 
Way,  if  you  will  do  any  Thing  to  the 
Hive  at  all,  (for  they  will  like  it  well 

enough 


Monarchy  of  BEES,.  S 

enough  as  it  is  if  it  be  clean)  is  to  rub  it 
very  hard  all  over  with  a  coarfe  Cloth,  to 
get  off  the  loofe  Straws,  or  any  Thing 
elfe  that  will  come  off  with  rubbing  •,  and 
then,  with  a  little  Water  and  Honey,  let 
the  Hive  be  rubbed  only  in  the  upper 
Part,  which  may  *  make  them  the  more 
willing  to  afcend.  The  Reafon  why  you 
rub  and  cleanfe  the  Hive  very  well  before 
you  put  the  Swarm  in  it,  is  to  lave  thefe 
cleanly  Creatures  a  great  deal  of  Labour, 
which  elfe  they  muff  take  to  clean  it. 
Nay,  when  you  have  done  what  you  can 
for  them  this  Way,  they  will  have  much 
Work  to  do,  before  they  will  think  it  fit 
for  their  Dwelling  *,  as  appears,  if  you  take 
notice  of  the  Place  where  the  Hive  ftood 
with  the  Swarm  on  the  Napkin  the  firfb 
Day:  There  you  will  fee  Abundance  of 
fhort  Bits  of  Straw,  gnaw’d  off  by  the 
Bees  (  that  flood  out  in  their  Way  )  with 
their  Fangs  :  And  if  you  will  lay  your  Ear 
to  the  Hive  any  Time  of  the  Night  after 
they  have  fwarnffd,  you  Ilia! I  hear  them 
very  bufy  about  this  Work  all  Night 
long. 


E 


CHAP. 


86  The  true  Amazons  :  Or3 


CHAP.  VII. 


Of  Feeding  /&  BEES, 


HIS  one  Chapter,  if  minded,  would 


X  do  the  good  Bee  Miftreffes  great 
Service*,  for  there  is  nothing  that  they  are 
fo  ignorant  in,  as  in  this  Matter*,  and,  I 
verily  believe,  in  their  Way,  they  kill 
more  Bees  than  they  preferve  ;  and  that 
there  is  not  one  in  twenty  that  they  feed, 
that  comes  to  fee  the  next  May.  They 
have  feveral  Ways  of  feeding  their  Bees: 
The  moft  general  Way  is,  to  take  two  or 
three  hollow  Kexes,  and  cut  them  along 
through  the  Middle,  and  fo  fill  the  {hal¬ 
low  Gutters  with  Honey  or  Sugar,  and 
put  them  in  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive  in 
hard  Weather,  and  let  them  remain  till 
empty  ;  and  then  fill  them  again,  and  fo 
on.  Now  this  is  a  moft  pernicious  Way, 
for  two  Reafons.  Firft ,  For  the  Manner: 
If  you  would  feed  your  Bees,  ’trs  to  no 
Purpofe  to  put  in  fueh  fmall  Quantities^ 
which  may  do  them  Harm,  but  can  do 
them  no  Good  :  For  if  the  Bees  come 


down 
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down  in  the  cold  Weather  to  feed,  they 
will  he  fo  chill’d,  that  fcarce  half  of  them 
will  recover  up  into  their- Combs  again. 
But,  Secondly ,  ’tis  a  wrong  Time  ;  the 
Winter  not  being  the  Seafon  ('by  any 
Means)  for  that  Bufmefs.  Twice  a  Year 
you  ought  to  examine  all  your  Hives,  or 
Colonies  ;  that  is,  in  September  and  April  y 
but  chiefly  in  September ,  that  being  the 
moil  proper  Month :  And  when  you  have 
examined  all  by  lifting  them  up,  you  will 
eafiiy  know  which  of  them  lack  feeding. 
Thofe  that  you  have  Reafon  to  think 
weigh  twenty  Pounds  and  upward,  need 
none  of  your  Help.  Bur  if  you  want  Bees, 
and  find  forne  Stocks  poor  in  Honey,  but 
full  of  Bees,  in  September ,  then  you  mu  ft 
confider  how  much  they  (land  in  need  of, 
to  keep  them  till  next  Spring  ;  and  then 
give  it  them,  either  all  together  in  a  large 
Difh,  or  every  Day  a  large  Plate  full,  till 
you  have  given  them  their  full  Quantity. 

The  Manner  of  feeding  them,  is  thus 
carefully  to  be  obfrrv’d.  Firfty  Prepare 
your  Honey  thus :  Take  fix  Pounds  of 
Honey,  and  a  Pint  of  Water,  and  let  it 
over  the  Fire  to  melt;  and  when  it  is  well 
melted  and  mixed  together,  then  pour  it 
out  into  your  Difh,  or  Plate;  and  when 
cold,  put  it  under  your  Bees  thus  :  If  it 
be  only  a  Plate,  which  wall  hold  about  a 
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Pound,  then  with  three  or  four  Pieces  of 
white  Paper,  cover  the  greateft  Part  of 
your  Honey  in  the  Plate,  and  then  go 
with  it  to  your  Bees;  and  gently  lifting 
up  one  Edge  of  your  Hive,  Hide  under 
your  Plate  •,  and  fo  every  Day,  till  the 
Elive  hath  the  Quantity  allotted  it.  Qb- 
ferve,  That  the  next  Morning  after  you 
have  put  under  your  Plate,  you  may  take 
it  out  again  as  dean  and  dry  as  if  no  Ho¬ 
ney  had  been  in  it.  Thus  will  they  carry 
it  up,  and  lay  it  in  the  Combs  agalnlt  a 
needy  Time  •,  where  they  can  come  at  it, 
without  running  the  Hazard  of  their 
Li  ves,  by  coming  down  to  the  Bee-Stool, 
to  be  fed  out  of  a  Kex.  But  if  you  find 
.that  your  Hive  wants  any  Quantity,  (as 
four  or  five  Pounds,)  then  ’ns  as  good  a 
Way,  to  take  three  or  four  old  dry  Ho¬ 
ney  Combs,  and  put  in  a  large  Difh  that 
will  hold  all  the  Honey  *,  and  lifting  up  the 
Hive,  fet  it  on  the  Dilh  •,  and  in  about 
twenty  four  Hours  they  will  have  clear’d 
it,  not  by  eating  it  up,  but  carrying  it  up 
into  their  Combs,  and  fafely  lodging  it 
there  for  their  Winter  Store.  I  gave  this 
very  Year  about  five  Pounds  of  Honey, 
all  at  once,  to  one  of  my  weak  Colonies. 

Now  the  Reafon  why  we  melt  Honey 
with  Water,  is,  becaufe  otherwife  the 
Bees,  though  they  would  come  down  and 

cat 
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eat  a  little  of  it,  yet  could  they  carry 
none  of  it  into  their  Combs  •,  and  fo  it 
would  do  them  little  or  no  Service.  By 
melting  it  as  before,  with  Water,  you 
bring  the  Honey  (  which  was  before  very 
hard)  to  the  Confidence  of  Honey  as  it  is 
in  Summer ;  and  fo  they  are  capable  to 
carry  it  up  into  their  Store-houfes. 

Thus  far  of  the  Matter  of  which  Bees 
mu  ft  be  fed,  it  mud  be  of  Honey  ;  and 
the  Manner,  it  mud  be  made  foft,  as  be¬ 
fore,  Now  for  the  Time  :  And  in  this 
alfo  you  mud  be  very  careful.  September 
is  the  bed  Month:  Not  but  it  may  hap¬ 
pen  that  there  may  be  as  good  a  Time  in 
Otiober ,  though  not  ordinarily  fo.  It  mud 
not  be  in  a  very  cold  Time,  nor  in  frofty 
Weather,  for  that  will  not  do;  becaufe 
the  Bees  will  not  come  down  to  it,  or  if 
they  do,  will  be  much  damaged  by  the 
Cold:  Not  in  a  hot  Day,  when  the  Bees 
are  much  abroad  ;  but  in  a  moderate 
Time,  when  few  Bees  are  abroad:  Becaufe 
if  it  fhould  be  in  a  hot  Day  that  you  give 
them  the  Honey,  the  other  Bees  fmelling 
the  frefh  Honey,  will  crowd  in  upon  your 
weak  Stock,  not  only  for  a  Share  of  their 
prefent  Fead,  but  by  that  Means  difeov'er- 
ing  their  Weaknefs,  would  never  leave 
them  as  long  as  they  have  a  Drop  of  Ho- 
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ney  left.  Therefore  it  mult  he  very  mo- 
delate  Weather  :  And  the  very  bed  Time 
for  feeding,  is  in  a  warm  Rain,  in  the 
Month  of  September,  putting  under  your 
Honey  about  Seven  o’clock  at  Night ;  fo 
will  they  immediately  fall  to  work  to  car¬ 
ry  up  Honey  into  their  Combs,  and  con¬ 
tinue  the  greateft  Fart  of  the  Night  in 
that  Work,  and  fo  be  in  no  Danger  of 
the  above-mentioned  Difafler.  When  you 
have  thus  examined,  and -fed  all  that  lack 
feeding,  in  September ,  you  ought  to  clofe 
up  your  Hives  all  round  with  Mortar, 
excepting  the  Place  where  they  go  in  and 
out  at.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  if  you 
have  done  your  Work  well,  you  will  have 
nothing  more  to  do  for  them  till  after 
they  have  done  a  great  deal  for  you,  and 
requited  your  Care  by  their  unwearied 
Labours  the  next  Summer.  But,  how¬ 
ever,  you  ought  in  April  to  examine  them 
again,  and  fee  if  you  have  not  been  a  lit¬ 
tle  too  fparing  in  your  feeding  the  laft 
September  ;  and  if  you  find  it  fo,  (accord¬ 
ing  to  a  vulgar  Proverb,  We  ought  not  to 
lofe  a  Hog  for  a  Halfpenny -worth  of  Tar) 
give  them  another  Plate  or  two,  obferv- 
ing  the  Rules  above-,  or  elfe  perhaps  for 
want  of  giving  them  one  Pound  of  Honey 
now,  you  may  lofe  a  good  early  Swarm, 
and  the  Stock  itfelf,  with  fifty  or  fix ty 
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Pounds  of  Honey  in  them8,  which  would 
lender  you  Penny  wife ,  and  Pound  foolifh , 
with  a  Witnefs. 


CHAR  VIII. 


Of  their  Wars>  and  Robbing  one  another . 
LL  Perfons  whoever,  that  have  kept 


Bees,  well  know  that  there  are  great 
Wars  and  Fighting  amongft  them  ;  by 
which  Fighting  many  of  them  are  de- 
ftroy’d  :  But  I  find  there  are  very  few  that 
know  the  true  Caufe  of  thefe  Wars  and 
Fighting  that  is  amongft  them,  and  fo 
consequently  are  ignorant  of  the  Means 
how  to  prevent  this  fatal  Calamity.  Now 
here  I  fhall  briefly  treat  of  the  Caufes  of 
thefe  Wars,  and  the  beft  Remedies  that  I 
have  by  Experience  found  to  prevent  the 
fame. 

Fir  ft.  The  greateft  Caufe  I  find,  is 
what  is  implanted  in  their  own  Nature. 
And  here  let  me  be  rightly  underftood :  I 
mean  not,  that  there  is  a  Principle  of 
Cruelty  in  them,  that  they  take  delight  in 
killing  one  another;  for  it  is  far  other- 
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wife: , But .  they  ;  have  in  them  an  eager 
Defire  of  gathering  Honey  ;  and  when 
they  find  the  Weather  warm,  and  no  Ho¬ 
ney  gathering  in  the  Fields  *,  which  hap¬ 
pens  very  often  in  the  Spring,  before  the 
Flowers  are  blown,  and  in  Autumn,  when 
they  are  all  gone  off:  Now  it  fo  happens 
to  thefe  poor  induftrious  Creatures,  that  a 
wann  Day  coming  in  either  of  thefe  Sea- 
fons,  the  Bees  are  thereby  called  out  to 
.Labour  •,  but  after  having  ranged  the 
Fields,  Gardens,  and  pleafant  Meadows, 
without  finding  any  Honey,  they  range 
flill  up  and  down  in  purfuit  of  Honey, 
but  can  no  where  find  it,  but  in  the  Stocks 
of  other  JBees,  they  will,  with  the  Hazard 
of  their  Lives,  venture  for  fame  of  it  ; 
but  they  play  thefe  Pranks  far  from  home 
(thos  not  always,  for  I  have  known  them 
play  the  Thief  in  their  own  Neighbour¬ 
hood  .)  Now  the  Bees  that  are  thus  abroad 
upon  the  Search  for  Honey,  very  rarely 
a(Taul  t  a  very  ftrong  Stock,  but  filch  and 
ileal  among  the  weak  Ones.  Now,  though 
every  Stock,  nay  the  weakeft,  do  keep 
Guard  in  warm  Weather,  yet  fome  of 
thefe  robbing  Bees  will  thruft  in  by  the 
Guard,  and  whiift  the  Centinels  are  at¬ 
tacking  and  examining  fome  of  the  bold 
Intruders,  others  will  flip  in  and  rob  and 
ileal ;  and  being  animated  by  their  own 
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Succefs,  they  renew  their  Affault  the  next 
warm  Day  with  greater  Forces,  carrying 
every  Day  more  and  more  till  they  have 
broken  Bulk,  that  is,  torn  open  the  fealed 
Combs.  Not  that  the  Bees  thus  affaiilted 
are  all  this  while  idle,  and  tamely  luffer 
themfelves  to  be  thus  pillaged  •,  no,  they 
ftoutly  renew  the  Fight  every  Time  they 
come,  in  which  many  are  (lain*,  they  double 
th  eir  Guards  at  the  Porch  of  their  Hive, 
engage  the  Affailants  both  within  and 
without  the  Flive,  fo  that  you  fee  a  mod: 
dreadful  Battle  betwixt  the  true  Bees  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Stock,  and  thefe  robbing 
Bees,  which  will  never  give  over,  if  once 
they  have  broken  Bulk,  but  5tis  ten  to  one 
in  three  or  four  Days  your  Hive  is  quite 
ruined  ;  fometimes  after  fuch  Striving  and 
Fighting,  you  find  all  quiet,  only  every 
Day  Bees  driving  to  get  in  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Hive,  and  going  out  with  great 
Difficulty,  becaufe  of  the  preffmg  of  o- 
thers  to  go  in  *,  fo  that  fometimes,  if  the 
Paffage  into  the  Hive  be  but  fmall,  you 
will  lee  a  Bunch  of  Bees,  (all  driving  who 
diould  get  in  foremod)  as  big  as  one's 
Fid  the  Caufe  of  which  is  this  :  In  one 
of  the  foregoing  Days  of  Battle,  the 
Slusen-Bec,  belonging  to  the  aff^ulted 
Stock,  did  lofe  her  Life,  at  which  Time, 
as  foon  as  it  was  known  to  all  her  Sub- 
'  .  E.  $  je&s* 
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Jedts,  there  was  no  more  Fighting,  or  Re¬ 
finance,  but  all  became  one  People  with 
the  Robbers,  and  away  they  go  with 
them,  richly  laden  with  their  own  Spoils, 
leaving  the  Hive  empty  of  Bees,  and  un¬ 
guarded,  returning  every  Day  with  thefe 
their  new  Acquaintance  to  pillage  their 
old  Caftle,  -and  carry  their  Treafure  to 
their  now  new  Lodgings;  and  this  caufes 
the  Throng  at  the  Porch  of  the  Hive  to 
get  in  ;  for  there  being  Honey  to  be  had 
within  for  fetching,  and  now  no  Oppofi- 
tion  from  within,  they  follow  their  Blows 
with  great  Diligence  ;  for  the  Bees  will 
not  fight  one  Stroke  longer  to  defend  their 
Hive  and  Honey,  than  they  have  their 
Queen  to  animate  and  command  them, 
looking  upon  themfelves,  and  all  their 
Treafure,  not  worth  defending,  or  any 
longer  contending  for,  after  the  Lofs  of 
their  Sovereign. 

No  Amazonian  Dames,  nor  Indians  more. 
With  loyal  Awe  their  Idol  Queen  adore . 
Whilft  jhe  furvives ,  in  Concord  and  Content ,1 
The  Commons  live,  by  no  Divijions  rent',  f 
But  the  great  Monarch's  Death  dijfolves  ( 
the  Government.  J 

No  Council  call'd,  both  Love  and  Valour 
ceafe  , 

The  Old  they  die,  but  none  fupply  their  Place. 
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All  goes  to  Ruin ,  they  themfelves  contrive 
To  rob  the  Honey ,  and  fubvert  the  Hive . 

So,  whenever  you  fee  Things  come  to 
this  Pafs,  and  a  Throng  at  the  Door,  go 
at  Night,  when  all  are  return’d  Home, 
and  lift  up  the  Hive ;  but  you  will  find 
it  to  be  a  Houfe  without  Inhabitants, 
though,  perhaps,  it  may  (at  lead  fome  of 
the  Rooms)  be  tolerably  well  furnifhed 
with  Goods,  which  you  having  mod  Right 
unto,  may  take  for  your  Pains.  By  this 
Difcovery  you  will  fave  all  the  Honey 
that  is  left  in  the  Hive,  which  otherwife 
would  every  Day  be  fetch’d  away  till  it 
was  gone  :  Befides,  it  prevents  a  Deceit 
upon  yourfeif,  for  feeing  Bees  go  in  and 
out,  you  are  apt  to  think  you  have  there 
a  good  Stock  of  Bees,  when  indeed  there 
are  no  Bees  at  all,  but  thefe  Thieves  all 
Day;  and  at  Night  there  are  none,  neither 
true  Men  nor  Robbers.  But  this  Fighting 
and  Robbing  is  not  at  all  Times  alike, 
but  is  more  or  lefs  fierce,  as  the  Hive  is 
more  or  lefs  flrong,  that  is  affaulted  ;  for 
if  there  be  but  few  Bees,  they  are  foon 
overcome  ;  but  if  many,  they  will  make 
a  vigorous  Rehflance,  and  you  may  lee. 
Thoufands  Plain  on  the  Ground. 


Another- 
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Another  Caufe  of  their  Fighting,  is, 
when  they  are  overcome  in  Battle  by  the 
Robbers,  and  forced  to  leave  their  Hive, 
and  fli i ft  for  the mfe Ives  where  they  can 
(for  they  never  join  with  the  Robbers, 
unlefs  their  Queen  be  (lain  ;)  then  their 
Queen  and  they  fly  about  till  they  find 
another  Bee-Garden,  by  their  exquifite 
Smell,  whereinto  they  immediately  enter; 
and  now  being  by  their  neceffitous  Condi¬ 
tion  (  being  without  Houfe  or  Harbour  ) 
become  defperate,  they  feize  fome times 
upon  one,  and  fome  times  more  Hives, 
and  endeavour  to  get  in  to  dwell  there  ; 
for  generally  this  fad  Work  is  in  the  Fall 
of  the  Leaf,  when  it  is  too  late  for  them 
to  begin  Houfe-keeping  for  themfelves  ; 
lb  that  thefe  poor  Bees,  who  are  juft  now 
ruin’d  by  Robbers,  fas  it  often  happens  to 
honeft  Men)  are  forced  to  be  Robbers  of 
others ;  but  here  they  are  in  a  better  Cafe ; 
for  the  other  Bees  finding  themfelves  fo 
fuddenly  affaulted  with  fuch  Numbers, 
they  take  the  Alarm,  the  Trumpet  of 
War  is  founded,  the  Warriors  are  called 
forth,  and  being  animated  by  their  own 
Queen  (  and  the  Defperatenefs  of  their 
Condition,  if  they  fhould  be  overcome) 
they  with  inexpreftible  Valour,  oppofe 
themfelves  to  their  Affailants,  where  in  a 
very  fmall  Time,  you  fhall  fee  the  Ground 

cover’d 
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cover’d  with  thefe  Female  Warriors.  A- 
bout  twelve  or  fourteen  Years  ago,  as  I 
was  at  Dinner  with  my  Family,  there  was 
one  knock’d  at  the  Gate,  and  told  me 
there  was  a  Swarm  of  Bees  flown  into  my 
Garden,  in  hopes  fas  I  fuppofed)  to  have 
fome  Reward  for  telling  the  good  News, 
But  this  being  in  the  Month  of  Auguft ,  I 
knew  they  mull  be  a  Company  of  Rob¬ 
bers,  and  fo  told  my  Intelligence ;  but 
he  reply’d,.  he  knew  it  was  a  Swarm,  for 
he  had  rung  them  with  a  Pan  half  a  Mile, 
by  which  I  knew  it  was  indeed  a  Nation 
of  Robbers,  who  had  been  difpoffefs’d  by 
fome  ftronger  than  themfelves  ;  and  going 
into  my  Garden  I  found  it  fo  to  my  Cofr, 
for  they  made  a  fad  Diflurbance  among 
my  Bees,  feizing  upon  feveral  Hives,  but 
more  efpecial ly  one,  where  you  might 
have  feen  the  dreadful  Battle  defcribed  bv 
the  Siiver-tongu’d  Poet,  in  Words  to  this 
Purpofe : 

With  Shouts  the  Bees  to  Courage  each  excite , 
And  martial  Clangors  call  them  out  to  fight . 
With  hoarfe  Alarms  the  hollow  Camp  re- 
hounds , 

Ah  at  imitate  the  Arumpet's  angry  Sounds . 
Aheir  Queen  s  and  Country's  Honour  calls 
them  forth. 

Each  Amazon  is  proud  to  Jhew  her  Worth . 

On 
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On  their  floarp  Beaks  they  whet  their  pointed 
Stings , 

Eager  cf  Fight  they  tremble  with  their  Wings . 
Some  lead  the  Van ,  and  fome  bring  up  the  Rear , 
And  nimble  Horfemen  fcour  the  Fields  of  Air ; 
Advancing  firaight  into  the  Fields  of  Eight, 
Their  J, hocking  Squadrons  meet  in  mortal 
Fight : 

Headlong  they  fall  from  high,  and  wounding 
wound , 

And  Heaps  of  /laughter  d  Soldiers  bite  the 
Ground  \ 

Fill  hollow  Murmur  of  their  Evening  Bells 
Sounds  a  Retreat ,  and  tolls  them  to  their  Cells * 

In  the  Mid  ft  of  this  dreadful  Battle,  I 
was  forced  to  go  in  amongft  them  to  do 
what  I  could  for  my  poor  aftaulted  Bees  ♦, 
but  I  could  afford  them  little  Help  in  this 
fo  fudden  and  violent  In  van  on ;  fome- 
times  I  quite  ftopt  up  the  Paffage  of 
my  affauked  Bees,  to  prevent  the  entring 
in  of  the  Robbers  •,  but  then  I  kept  out 
the  true  Bees  alfo.  But  ft  range  indeed  it 
was,  to  fee  thefe  defperate  Thieves  when 
they  were  ftopt  out,  they  would  feize 
upon  the  Crown  ot  the  Hive,  the  Bot¬ 
tom,  and  Sides,  any  where,  and  fome- 
times  every  where,  and  pull  and  tear  the 
Straw  to  get  in,  like  fo  many  ravenous 
Vultures  j  you  might  hear  this  pulling 

and 
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and  tearing  of  the  Straws  of  the  Hive  fe- 
veral  Yards  off,  as  much  as  to  fay,  we 
will  break  open  this  Houfe  fomewhere, 
and  if  you  hinder  us  from  coming  in  at 
the  Door,  we  will  break  it  open,  either  in 
the  Top,  Sides,  or  Foundation  ;  like  a 
Detachment  of  Dragoons  order’d  to  go 
and  poffefs  themfelves  of  fuch  a  Fort,  or 
Caffle,  they  try  at  the  Gates,  but  if  pre¬ 
vented  there,  they  try  all  Places,  Win¬ 
dows,  Walls,  nay,  at  lad,  if  nothing  elfe 
will  do,  they  go  to  work  with  their  fca- 
ling  Ladders,  and  enter  at  Top,  and  take 
it  Sword  in  Hand;  and  though  many  of 
thefe  brave  Fellows  muff  fall  in  this  de~ 
fperate  Attempt,  yet  on  they  mud,  be 
the  Enterprize  never  fo  hazardous  ♦,  take  it 
they  muff,  there  is  no  feeing  of  their  Ge¬ 
neral  on  any  other  Terms:  And  thus  it  is 

with  the  Bees.  Whilft  they  were  thus 

¥ 

defperately  engag’d,  for  fear  they  fhould 
feize  on  other  Hives,  I  lifted  up  the  Edge 
of  that  they  were  mo  ft  about,  and  let 
them  go  in,  and  at  Night,  to  prevent  far¬ 
ther  Mifchief,  I  burnt  them  all  together, 
and  took  what  Honey  they  had  left  me. 
Now  this  kind  of  Robbing  doth  not  very 
often  happen  ;  for  truly  if  it  did,  there 
would  be  no  Way  for  you  to  help  your 
felf  j  they  would  do  you  great  Damage,  if 
you  were  never  fo  precautions. 


Now 
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Now  the  Remedy  again  ft  this  Mifchief 
is  as  followeth  :  Robbing  Time  is  fome- 
timcs  fooner,  fometimes  later,  accordin 
as  the  Summer  is,  and  is  always  twice 
Year,  Spring  and  Fall;  but  that  in  the 
Spring  is  not  much,  in  companion  with, 
that  which  always,  more  or  lefs,  happens 
in  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf ;  both  which  are 
in  a  great  Meafure  prevented  by  a  timely 
hopping  up  of  the  Bees:  I  do  not  mean, 
by  flopping  them  up  quite,  for  then  you 
would  do  them  great  Damage  :  Firji ,  As 
they  are  a  Creature  endow’d  with  Heart 
and  Lungs,  they  hand  in  need  of  Breath* 
ing,  and  fo  hopping  them  up,  would  ha¬ 
zard  the  Suffocation  of  the  whole  Stock 
of  Bees.  And,  Secondly,  your  hopping 
them  up  would  hinder  the  true  Bees  from 
going  in  and  out  to  Labour;  for  though, 
there  is  not  much  Honey  to  be  had  a- 
broad,  and  that  is  the  Reafon  that  Rob¬ 
bing  doth  begin,  yet  there  is  fome  to  be 
had,  fo  that  you  muft  not  hop  them  quite 
up  ;  for  thofe  that  do  not  turn  Robbers, 
will  continue  their  Labour  as  long  as  there 
is  any  Honey  to  be  had ;  and  truly  none 
are  apt  to  turn  Robbers,  till  after  Honey- 
gathering  is  over. 

*  ♦ 

You  fhall  know  the  Robbers  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  their  Work,  if  you  obferve. 

them: 
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them  in  Augujl ,  and  fometimes  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  Part  of  July  they  begin ;  you  fhall  fee 
when  any  Hive  is  attack’d  by  Robbers, 
they  firft  begin  with  a  few,  and  thefe 
having  but  newly  begun  their  Trade  of 
Robbing,  are  not  very  bold  at  firft,  but  as 
if  they  carried  Guilt  along  with  them,  as 
well  as  Fear,  they  try  to  pitch  here,  at 
this  End  of  the  landing  Board,  then  at 
that,  then  at  the  Middle,  gently  touching 
and  trying  about,  and  immediately  on  the 
Wing  again,  and  the  true  Bees  catching 
at  them,  and  fometimes  lay  hold,  and 
have  them  to  long  Examination  before 
they  pafs  Sentence  of  Death  on  thefe  In¬ 
truders  ;  for  dwelling  peaceably  under 
their  own  Vine,  and  only  enjoying  the 
Fruit  of  their  own  Labours,  they  cannot 
telhhow  to  believe  any  fhould  be  fo  unjuft 
as  to  difturb  their  honed  Repofe,  till  by 
frequent  Attempts  of  this  Nature,  they 
are  made  fenfible  to  their  Cod,  that  it  is 
but  too  true  that  indeed  ’tis  Time  for  to 
look  about  them,  for  both  Right  and 
Property  are  invaded  ;  fo  doubling  their 
Guards,  they  are  upon  the  Watch.  But 
you  upon  Examination,  as  before,  may 
always  know  thefe  Robbing  Bees,  by  their 
cautious  and  timorous  Way  of  pitching  $ 
they  do  not, as  the  true  Bee,  come  at  oncer 
boldly  pitch,  and  enter  in  at  the  Porch* 

but 
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but  dodge  up  and  down,  as  if  they  would 
without  the  Knowledge  of  the  true  Bee 
ileal  in,  and  fetch  only  one  Load  of  Ho¬ 
ney  ;  but  after  they  had  got  a  ftronger 
Party  (which,  if  they  fucceed,  they  always 
do)  they  then  grow  bolder.  But  to  the 
main  Bufinefs  of  (lopping  them  up,  it  is 
thus  to  be  manag’d  :  As  foon  as  ever  you 
find  any  of  thofe  Thieves  before  defcrib’cl 
begin  to  aftault  your  Stalls,  then  (Ireighten 
their  Porches,  by  letting  them  only  have 
Room  for  two  Bees  to  go  in  and  out  at 
a  Time,  or  about  three  Quarters  of  an 
Inch  *  which  l'mall  Porch,  or  Entrance, 
they  can,  and  will  better  defend  againft 
an  Enemy,  or  Robbers,  than  they  could 
a  Paftage  of  four  Inches  long.  Thus  you 
ought  to  do  to  all  your  Bees  together,  in 
the  Beginning  of  Align  ft,  or  before  *,  if 
you  difcover  the  Robbers  in  July ,  you  are 
then  to  do  it,  and  it  is  thus  eafily  done  : 
Take  a  taper  fmooth  Bit  of  Board  made 
for  that  Purpofe,  about  half  an  Inch 
fquare  at  the  lead  End  ;  and  an  Inch 
broad,  and  half  an  Inch  thick  at  the  other, 
and  about  three  Inches  long  :  So  putting 
in  this  Bit  of  Board  a  little  Way  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  Hive,  with  the  fmall  End 
-foremoft  ;  then  have  in  readinefs  fome 
Lime  and  Hair,  and  prefently  fmooth  up 
all  the  reft  of  the  Paftage ;  then  gently 

z  draw 
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draw  out  your  Bit  of  Board,  and  you  will 
have  a  Porch  only  of  half  an  Inch,  or 
three  Quarters,  according  as  you  put  your 
Bit  of  Board  in,  farther  or  lefier  Way  % 
and  fo  let  them  (land  all  the  Winter,  and 
in  the  Spring,  till  Robbing-Time  is  over; 
which  generally  is  in  the  Beginning  of  A- 
pril ,  many  Times  in  the  Middle  of  March? 
according  as  the  Flowers  do  blow  :  For 
let  them  blow  early  or  late,  whenever  it 
is  that  there  is  Plenty  of  Honey-gathering 
in  the  Fields,  (you  may  throw  open  your 
Porches  again  to  four  or  five  Inches,) 
there  will  be  no  Robbing  of  the  Stalls. 
But  if  you  find,  that  notwithftanding  all 
your  Stopping,  they  have  Hill  an  eager 
Mind  to  rob  one  particular  Hive,  and  that 
they  make  violent  Affaults  every  Day  upon 
it  in  great  Numbers ;  then  ids  a  Sign  in¬ 
deed  that  they  have  pretty  largely  talted  of 
itsSweetnefs  already  ;  and  notwithstanding 
all  your  Care,  it  is  ftill  in  great  Danger. 
Whereupon  try  it,  if  it  be  not  already  too 
light  for  your  farther  Care  ;  and  if  you 
find  it  heavy,  and  indeed  worth  faving, 
then  there  is  but  one  Way  left  to  try  to 
preferve  it  ;  and  this  muft  be  done  with 
great  Care  and  Circumfpedtion  *,  and  that 
is,  to  (top  the  Hole  quite  up  ;  but  it  muft 
be  in  the  Evening,  when  the  Robbers  are 
gone,  and  the  true  Bees  are  all  within  ; 

and 
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and  it  mull:  be  with  fuch  Materials  as  will 
admit  of  their  Breath  to  go  in  and  out, 
though  not  of  their  Per  fans.  This  is  done 
three  Ways;  Either  by  plaiflering  in  with 
Mortar  a  Bit  of  Comb,  or  elfe  by  Quills 
thrufl  in  hard  one  by  another,  till  you 
have  hlTd  the  whole  Porch  *,  or  Pieces  of 
Tobacco  Pipes,  thrufl  in  very  hard  one 
by  another  :  So  will  the  Bees  be  kept  in, 
and  the  Robbers  kept  out  ;  the  Honey 
preferv’d,  and  your  Bees  provided  for, 
inflead  of  being  deflroy’d.  You  will  fee 
every  Day  the  robbing  Bees  come,  and 
at  firft  finding  no  Refiftance  at  the  Porch, 
try  very  eagerly  to  get  in  ;  but  after  fe- 
veral  Days  Trial  in  vain,  they  grow  wea¬ 
ry,  and  fo  leave  it,  and  in  about  a  Week 
wholly  forget  it ;  at  which  Time  you  may 

open  it  again. 

* 

Now  in  doing  this  Bufinefs,  here  are 
feveral  Things  to  be  very  carefully  ob- 
ferv’d,  or  elfe  yon  marr  all  your  'Work, 
and  fo  do  more  Harm  than  Good :  For 
you  mufl  be  careful  when  you  flop  up 
your  Hive,  that  you  plaifler  it  all  round 
the  Bottom,  and  make  all  clofe  and  fecure 
every  where  elfe,  for  two  Reafons.  Firft , 
Your  Bees  being  flopp’d  up,  will  have  an 
eager  Defire  to  take  the  Air,  and  fo  will 
try  every  Part  of  the  Hive,  to  make  Way 

to 
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to  get  out ;  and  will  get  out,  if  poffibly 
they  can  :  But  where-ever  they  come  out, 
either  Bottom,  or  Top,  or  behind,  they 
will  go  to  no  Place  to  go  in  again,  but  to 
the  old  Place  where  they  have  been  us’d 
to  go  in  and  out  at  •,  which  now  they  are 
prevented  to  do,  by  its  being  flopp’d  up, 
and  by  their  thronging  to  get  in,  you 
take  them  to  be  Robbers,  and  fo  defhoy 
them.  Secondly ,  The  Robbers  finding 
themfelves  difappointed,  by  being  flopp’d 
out  at  the  Mouth,  will  not  fail  to  try  your 
Hive  or  Box  all  round,  Top,  and  Bottom, 
to  come  at  the  Sweet  they  have  already 
tailed  of. 

Then  alfo,  if  you  make  ufe  of  Quills, 
they  muil  be  very  fmall  ;  or  elfe  fome  of 
the  Bees  I  have  known  thruft  themfelves 
through  a  large  Quill,  and  fo  not  being, 
able  to  get  in  again,  are  loft  :  So  that  if 
you  ufe  Quills,  they  muft  be  fmall,  or 
feme  large  Feathers  amongfl  them  %  I 
mean,  oniy  the  Clear  of  the  Quills,  or 
Feathers,  with  both  Ends  cut  off,  that 
they  may  breathe  through  the  hoilow  Part 
of  them. 


CHAR 
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CHAR  IX. 

*The  Manner  of  taking  the  Honey . 

AND  this  melancholy,  and  indeed 
tragical,  as  well  as  laft  Part,  is  the 
moil  unwelcome  to  me  to  treat  of  ;  it  be¬ 
ing  as  well  contrary  to  my  Nature  to  de~ 
ftroy  thofe  Creatures  I  have  fo  great  an 
Efteem  for,  as  to  my  Judgment-,  as  will 
hereafter  be  made  appear.  But  left  there 
fhould  be  fomething  wanting  in  this  Tradt 
of  Bees,  I  ihall  briefly  lay  down  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Rules.  If  you  clefign  to  keep  only 
a  final  1  Number  of  Bees,  then  about  the 
Middle  of  Auguft  weigh  all  your  Hives, 
that  is,  poize  them  with  your  Hands,  by 
which  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  their 
Weight ;  and  fo  take  the  heavieft  and 
lighteft  ^  the  heavieft,  becaufe  they  afford 
you  moftHoney  and  the  lighteft,becaule 
they  will  not  live  over  the  Year.  If  you 
find  they  don’t  weigh  fourteen  Pounds, 
they  will  hardly  live. 

But  if  you  defign  to  keep  many  Bees, 
and  increafe  your  Stock  as  fall  as  you  can 

every 
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every  Year  ;  then  leave  all  (landing  that 
are  drong  enough  to  (land,  and  take  only 
the  lighted  that  will  not  ;  fo  will  you  by 
their  Swarming  increafe  into  a  very  large 
Apiary ,  that  will  afford  you  great  Profit, 
as  (hall  hereafter  be  made  appear.  When 
you  have  poized  them  all,  and  marked 
which  of  them  you  refolve  to  take,  then 
proceed  after  this  Manner:  Have  in  readi- 
nefs  fome  fplit  Sticks,  about  fix  Inches 
long,  and  fome  Rags  dipt  in  Brimdone, 
and  put  one  in  each  of  thefe  fplit  Sticks; 
then  dig  as  many  Holes  in  the  Ground  near 
your  Bees,  as  you  defign  to  take  Hives  ; 
then,  in  the  Evening,  (lick  in  each  Hole 
one  of  your  Matches,  and  lighting  one  at 
a  Time,  fetch  the  Hive  and  fct  over  it ; 
immediately  with  fome  of  the  Earth  dop 
the  Hive  allround,  to  keep  in  the  Smoak, 
and  keep  in  the  Bees  ;  they  will  be  all 
dead  in  half  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  :  So 
giving  the  Hive  two  or  three  Knocks  with 
your  Hand,  to  (hake  down  the  Bees  that 
hang  about  the  Combs  ;  take  it  into  your 
Houfe,  for  your  life* 
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The  Profit  of  BEES,  many  are 

kepi  and  how  to  rar  e  a  good  Num¬ 
ber* 

* 

SUppofe  you  begin  to  raife  your  Apiary 
with  ten  good  Stocks;  which  in  home 
Parts  of  this  Kingdom  mav  be  bought  for 
ten  half  Crowns,  in  others  for  Crowns  ; 
but  in  this  Country  they  are  ten  Shillings 
a  Plive.  The  firft  Year  you  will,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  foregoing  Directions,  by  doub¬ 
ling  your" Calls,  be  able  to  have  about 
Twenty-Eve  good  Stocks,  and  the  next 
Year  about  Sixty,  and  the  third  Year  a- 
bout  an  Hundred  and  Fifty  *,  barring  Ca- 
fualties,  and  if  they  prove  good  Years. 
So  that  when  you  have  rais'd  this  Stock, 
you  are  rich  enough,  if  you  are  not  over 
covetous  :  So  that  in  three  Years  Time, 
you  may,  from  ten  Hives  (if  good  Wea¬ 
ther  comes)  have  Bees  enough  to  take  the 
fourth  Year  an  Hundred  and  Sixty,  more 
or  lefs,  according  as  the  Goodnefs  of  the 
Weather  is,  which,  fet  them  ail  at  Eve 
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Shillings  a  Stock  good  and  bad  together, 
comes  to  forty  Founds  Sterling.  And,  f 
fuppofe,  whoever  doth  a.rife  to  the  Half 
of  this  Profit,  will  fuppofe  themfelves 
very  well  rewarded  for  the  Care  they  have 
taken  about  them. 

T# us  having  given  Direflions  how  to 
manage  your  Bees  in  Straw-Hives  *  which 
I  was  willing  to  do  ( becaufe  mod  of  the 
People  of  England  will  never  attain  to  the 
Keeping  of  them  in  Boxes)  for  two  Rea- 
ions:  Fir  ft ,  Becaufe  his  a  hard  Thing  to. 
put  them  out  of  their  old  Road,  which 
every  old  Woman  thinks  fhe  underdands; 
And,  Secondly ,  Becaufe  it  is  a  more  charge¬ 
able  Way  than  the  other,  and  therefore 
many  cannot  attain  thereunto: 

I  dial!  now  go  on  with  my  Dehgn,  in 
teaching  the  Way  how  to  keep  Bees  in 
Boxes,  or  Colonies-,  which  is  more  plea- 
fant'and  profitable  than  the  other,  and 
more  merciful  :  Becaufe  in  this  Way, 
which  we  are  now  about  to  treat  of,  we 
kill  no  Bees,  yet  have  great  Quantities  of 
Honey. 
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CHAP.  XL 

cfhe  Way  of  keeping  BEES  in  Colonies , 
or  Boxes,  with  Glafs  Windows ,  with¬ 
out  killing  the  BEES,  as  in  the  old 
Method \ 


[N  this  Way,  which  was  firft  invented 
by  Mr.  Geddy ,  who  obtain'd  a  Patent 
for  the  fame  of  King  Charles ,  there  is  a 
Neceffity  of  having  a  Bee-Houfe  for  to 
keep  your  Colonies  in  ;  not  an  open  Bee- 
Houfe,  fuch  as  Straw-Hives  are  common¬ 
ly  kept  in,  but  clofe  with  Doors,  both 
before  and  behind  :  For  if  your  Boxes 
were  expofed  naked  to  the  Beams  of  the 
Sun,  it  would  melt  the  Honey  and  Wax 
too,  and  fo  ruin  the  Colony.  For  as 
Wood  is  more  denfe  than  Straw,  foa  Box 
is  more  capable  to  retain  the  Heat  of  the 
Sun  than  the  Straw-Hive  is;  and  confe- 
quently  the  Sun  will  melt  the  Honey  and 
Wax  in  a  Box,  which  it  would  not  do  in 
a  Straw-Hive,  if  it  flood  in  the  fame 
Place,  In  this  Method  their  Swarming  is 

prevented  $ 
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prevented  *,  for  all  the  Bees  fwarm  for 
Want  of  Room  j  which  Want  is  here  flip- 
ply’d,  by  giving  another  Box  when  they 
want  Room.  Neither  in  this  Way  do  we 
kill  any  Bees  ;  which  being  a  mercilefs 
and  cruel  Way,  is  here  prevented,  and 
the  Bees  prefer ved  alive  till  they  die  a 
natural  Death. 

One  Thing  I  had  forgot  to  inform  my 
JReader  of,  and  that  is  this :  The  belt 
Way  is  fo  to  place  his  Bees,  if  it  may  be 
done  with  Conveniency,  that  they  may 
be  near  Water:  I  mean,  within  twenty 
or  thirty  Yards  of  fome  running  or  (land¬ 
ing  Water,  it  matters  not  which  *,  they 
drink  much,  and  fetch  Water  often  to 
mix  up  their  Sandarach,  or  Bee-Bread,  to 
feed  their  Young;  efpecially  in  March , 
April ,  and  May  :  So  that  if  they  ihould 
be  very  far  from  Water,  they  would  lofe 
much  Time  in  their  many  Journeys  to 
fetch  it.  But  this  Deleft  may  be  eafily 
fupplv’d,  by  cutting  them  a  little  Trough 
out  of  Elm,  that  will  hold  about  a  Gallon, 
and  fet  it,  or  hang  it  near  them:  Or  if 
you  will  be  more  curious,  let  it  be  well 
and  exaftly  made  of  Deal-Boards,  neatly 
nailed  together,  and  well  painted  three  or 
four  Times  over,  that  the  Weather  may 
mot  hurt  it.  I  have  one  of  thefe  in  my 
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own  Garden,  where  I  fometimes  fee  an 
Hundred  or  more  drinking  together 
which  is  a  very  pleafant  Sight,  as  well  as 
a  great  Convenience  to  the  Bees.  But, 
be  fure,  always  remember  to  cover  thefe 
Troughs  with  fmall  Boards  of  Deal,  for 
them  to  ftand  upon  and  drink,  otherwife 
many  will  be  drowned:  I  mean,  for  the 
Boards  to  fwim  in  the  Water,  that  they 
mav  fink  as  the  Water  finks:  fo  will  the 

j  9 

Boards  always  be  wet,  and  the  Bees  will 
frand  upon  them,  and  drink,  by  fucking 
the  Water  out  of  the  wet  Boards,  but  will 
not  drink  immediately  out  of  the  clear 
Water. 


CHAR  XII. 

Directions  to  the  Carpenter ,  how  ter 
make  a  Bee-Houfe  for  fix  Colonies ,  or 
Boxes  of  BEES  s  which ,  if  it  be  full 
of  good  BEES,  will  at  jbme  Dimes 
employ  eighteen  Boxes . 

THE  Length  of  the  Houfe  mu  ft  be 
twelve  Foot,  the  Breadth  two  Foot, 

and 
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and  the  Floor  two  Food  broad.  And  be- 
caufe  no  Boards  are  fo  broad,  you  mult 
doult,  or  nail  together  on  the  under  Side, 
two  Boards  that  are  a  Foot  broad,  and 
twelve  Foot  long. 

On  this  Floor,  all  your  fix  Colonies  are 
to  (land  at  an  equal  Di dance  one  from 
another  ;  the  two  End-Boxes  within  four 
or  five  Inches  of  the  Ends,  and  the  Space 
betwixt  equally  divided  for  the  other  five 
Boxes  :  They  Hand  four  or  five  Inches 
from  the  End,  that  you  may  conveniently 
put  down  your  Fland,  to  take  hold  of  the 
iron  Handle  of  the  Box,  in  order  to  lift  i  t 
upon  another  Box,  when  there  is  Occa- 
fion;  as  fir  all  be  taught  hereafter. 

When  the  Carpenter  hath  provided 
himfelf  with  the  Floor,  then  let  him, 
with  Fir  Balks,  or  Deal  Boards  cut,  make 
a  Frame  after  this  Manner.  The  two 
Ends  mu  ft  be  made,  each  confiding  of 
two  Pillars  four  Foot  high,  and  faftned 
together  with  a  Piece  of  Board,  about  a 
Foot  from  the  Ground,  for  the  Ends  of 
the  long  Board  defigned  for  your  Floor  to 
reft  upon*,  then  with  (lit  Bits  acrofs  fatten 
the  Pillars  together  in  feveral  Places,  then 
fatten  your  two  Plates  of  the  Houle  be  ¬ 
fore  and  behind,  which  mu  ft  be  whole 
Deal  twelve  Foot  long,  and  four  Inches 
broad,  with  a  Rabet  in  the  lower  Side, 
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for  the  Door  to  fhut  into ;  then  make  your 
Rafters,  which  mull  be  faftned  to  your 
Plates,  which  muft  be  about  eight  or  nine 
Pair,  to  nail  the  Boards  to,  which  are  to 
cover  the  Bee-Houfe:  Then  make  four 
Doors  for  the  Front,  and  four  Doors  for 
behind,  leaving  two  upright  Pieces,  where 
it  will  not  be  in  the  Way  in  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  your  Boxes,  to  fallen  your  Doors 
to,  with  Locks,  if  you  pleafe  thefe  may 
clafp  one  over  another,  fo  that  one  Door 
fhall  keep  another  fail.  In  fhort,  this, 
long  Bee- Flo  ufe  mu  ft  have  Doors  all  a- 
long,  both  behind  and  before,  that  you 
may  have  any  Part  of  the  Bee-Houfe  o- 
pen,  as  you  have  Occafion.  Your  Doors 
tmi ft  be  as  high  as  the  Eves  of  your  Bee- 
Houfe  Cover  will  let  it,  which  will  be 
near  three  Foot.  Then  you  muft  make  a 
Ledge,  and  this  muft  be  done  with  great 
Care.  This  Ledge  muft  be  a  long  Piece 
of  Board  twelve  Foot  long,  and  an  Inch 
and  a  Quarter  thick,  and  two  Inches 
broad.  In  this  Ledge  you  muft  have  a 
Rabet  of  half  an  Inch*  for  your  Front 
Doors  to  fhut  into,  to  anfwer  the  Rabet 
over  head  in  the  Plate  of  the  Houfe. 
The  Floor  of  the  Bee-Houfe,  before  fpo- 
ken  of,  muft  come  to  the  very  Outfide  of 
your  Houfe  •,  and  this  Ledge  muft  be  nail¬ 
ed  on  all  along,  to  the  very  Outfide  of 
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die  Floor-Board:  So  then  when  your  Door 
is  fhut  into  the  half- Inch  Rabet,  it  will 
be  even:  But  before  you  nail  down  this5 
Ledge,  you  muft  law  in  the  under  Side  fix' 
Paffages,  and  cut  them  out  very  fmooth.^ 
the  Paffages  are  for  the  Bees  to  work  in* 
and  out  at  into  the  Boxes,  and  rtf u ft  be 
four  Inches  in  Length,  and  half  an  Inch 
in  Height.  Againft  the  lower  Edge  of 
thefe  Holes,  you  muft  nail  on  a  Landing- 
Board,  a  little  wider  than  the  Hole,  about 
five  Inches  long,  two  Inches  broad,  and 
fet  a  little  Hoping  for  the  greater  Conve- 
niency  for  the  pitching  of  the  Bees:  The 
Floor  being  of  this  Length,  and  to  bear 
fo  great  a  Weight,  muft  be  fupported  in 
two  or  three  Places  underneath,  or  elfe 
fuch  a  Weight  will  make  it  fwag,  and  put 
your  Houfe  and  Doors  all  out  of  Order, 

Firfti  Obferve  that  your  Bee-Hou’fe 
muft  be  all  Doors,  before  and  behind,  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  Part  of  the  Houfe,  but 
fome  Time  or  other,  you  will  want  to 
have  open. 

Secondly ,  That  thefe  Doors  muft  bs 
made,  that  they  may  be  kept  very  clofe, 
fo  that  the  Sun  in  the  Heat  of  Summer 
may  not,  by  its  fhrinking  the  'Boards,  let 
any  Bees  go  in  and  out  at  the  Chinks,  or 
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any  other  Way,  (much  Iefsa  Moufe)  but 
thro3  thofe  Holes  cut  for  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe  in  the  Ledge  under  the  Front  Doors  } 
for  there  is  no  Occafion  for  fuch  an  one 
for  the  back  Doors. 

Thirdly,  That  the  main  Defign  of  this 
Ledge  is  not  for  the  Rabet  for  the  Front 
Doors  to  fhut  into,  (tho3  it  ferves  very 
well  for  that)  but  to  make  Lines  of  Com¬ 
munication  from  the  Landing-boards  to 
the  Boxes. 

Fourthly,  That  this  Ledge  is  two  Inches 
broad,  (when,  indeed,  an  Inch  would  do 
to  make  Floles  go  thro’  and  for  the  Ra¬ 
bet  for  the  Doors  to  fhut  into,)  becaufe 
otherwife  there  would  happen  thefe  two 
great  Inconveniencies.  Firfi ,  The  Glafs 
Window  in  the  Front  of  the  Box  would 
then  hand  but  half  an  Inch  from  the  Front 
Door  of  the  Bee-Houfe,  which  in  extream 
hot  Weather  would  make  the  Bees  fo  hot 
they  would  notbe  able  to  endure  the  Box, 
but  would  be  in  Danger  of  flying  all  a- 
way^  or  elfe,  at  bell,  would  fet  their  Ho¬ 
ney  a  running,  and  fo  expofe  them  to  be 
robb’d  by  other  Bees.  But,  Secondly ,  A 
Straw  Hive  would  come  too  near  the 
Dc  or,  if  the  Ledge  were  but  an  Inch  ;  for 
when  you  put  in  your  Straw-Hives  (which 
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you  mu  ft  do  a*  firft,  as  fhall  be  hereafter 
taught)  into  your  Bee-Houfe,  you  muft 
bring  it  to  touch  the  Hole  in  the  Ledge  *, 
and  the  Belly  of  it  would  fo  hang  over 
the  Ledge,  that  the  Door  of  your  Bee* 
Houfe  would  not  flout,  or  at  lead;  not  fhut 
but  with  thrufting  back  the  Hive  of  Bees 
from  its  Place,  upon  which  would  follow 
feveral  Inconveniencies  ;  all  which  is  pre¬ 
vented  by  having  the  .Ledge  . two  Inches 
broad:  fo  there  is  Room  enough  for  the 
Door  to  fhut,  notwithftanding  the  Belly 
of  your  Hive,  and  your  Box  (binding  an 
Inch  and  half  from  the  Doors  of  your  Bee- 
Houfe,  will  Hand  cool  enough  in  the  hot- 
teft  Weather. 

Fifthly ,  That  befides  the  Standards  that 
are  for  your  Doors  to  lock  into,  you  had 
be  If  to  have  Hafps  of  W  ood  to  turn  on  a 
Td ail,  fix  before,  and  fix  behind,  to  hafp 
the  Doors,  to  keep  them  fad  in  their  Pla¬ 
ces,  that  the  wet  Weather  may  not,  by 
their  Swelling,  put  them  out  of  Order*, 
and  that  the  hot  Weather  in  Summer  may 
not  fo  warp  them,  as  to  fpoil  their  true 
Shutting:  But  good  Painting  the  Bee- 
Houfe  will,  in  a  great  Meafure,  prevent 
both  thefe  Misfortunes, 

Sixthly ,  Be  Eire  to  take  care  in  *  the 
making  your  Bee-Houfe,  that  you  fo  con- 
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trive  your  Doors,  as  to  leave  none  of  the 
Standards  wherein  to  the  Doors  are  to  lock, 
again  ft  any  Part  of  the  Boxes,  but  only  in 
the  Spaces  betwixt  Box  and  Box. 

Seventhly ,  Leave  twenty  Inches  betwixt 
each  Hole  that  you  cut  in  your  Ledge. 
The  beft  Way  to  know  exactly  where  to 
cut  thefe  Holes  in  the  Ledge,  is  to  take  a 
Box,  and  placing  it  within  four  or  five 
Inches  of  the  End,  mark  the  Hole  againft 
it  all  along  your  Floor ;  then  mark  your 
firft  Hole  to  be  cut  in  the  Ledge  over- 
again  ft  the  Hole,  or  Hiding  Shutter  of 
your  Box.  When  this  Hole  is  marked, 
then  go  and  mark  them  all  out,  leaving 
twenty  Inches  betwixt  each  Hole,  and 
that  will  bring  you  right  at  the  other  End 
of  the  Bee-Houfe. 

Eighthly ,  That  I  have  here  projected  a 
Bee-Houfe  for  fix  Colonies,  rather  than 
for  a  fewer  Number,  becaufe  it  v/ill  coft 
very  little  more  than  for  one,  two  or 
three.  But,  however,  if  any  have  a  Mind 
for  a  lefs,  the  Workman  v/ill  be  able  by 
this  Model  to  make  one  for  three  ;  which 
if  lefs  than  fix,  is  the  beft  Number. 

* 

Ninthly ,  That  the  Doors,  as  well  as  o- 
ther  Parts  of  the  Houfe,  are  to  be  made 
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fo  clofe,  that  the  Bees  fhall  no  Way  get 
in  nor  out,  except  at  the  Holes  made  in 
the  Ledge  on  Purpofe  ;  becaufe  it  will 
not  only  defend  them  againft  the  Cold  in 
Winter,  but  preferve  them  from  Thieves 
and  Mice;  and  Care  muft  be  always  taken 
that  there  be  no  Way,  Chink,  or  any  o- 
ther  DefedLin  your  Box,  that  may  let  any 
of  the  Bees  into  the  Houfe ;  for  they  wilk 
be  loft,  or  make  their  Way  out  through 
the  Houfe,  if  any  Chinks  be  wide  enough, 
which  will  expofe  them  to  Robbers  •,  tor 
where  a  true  Man  can  get  out,  a  Thief 
may  get  in. 

' Tenthly ,  Let  the  Boards  for  the  Floor 
be  very  fmooth  and  even,  that  the  Box 
which  is  even,  may  touch  in  all  Parts  ; 
die  the  Bees  will  creep  out  under  fome 
Corner  of  the  Box,  and  be  loft. 

Eleventhly ,  The  Boards  for  the  Cover 
of  your  Bee-Houfe  muft  be  twelve  Foo| 
four  Inches  long,  that  it  may  come  two 
Inches  over  each  End;  and  two  Boards  flit 
Feather-edg5d  will  cover  the  Houfe. 

Twelfthly ,  Let  your  Bee-Houfe  ftand  as 
free  from  the  Wind  as  you  can.  The 
beft  Way  for  the  Bees  is,  that  the  Houfe 
ftand  to  the  South,  inclining*  a  little  to  the 
Eafi  ;  and  let  it  be  well  fattened  by  large 
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Potts  of  Oak,  let  at  lead  three  hoot  into 
the  Ground  at  each  Corner,  to  prevent 


being  blown  down  by  high  Winds,  as 
feme  of  mine  were  in  the  great  Storm, 


' Thirteenthly ,  You  cannot  fet  it  againft 
a  Wall,  as  in  the  common  Method  of 
Straw-Hives  ;  but  if  you  chufe  fuch  a 
Place  in  your  Garden,  you  mud  fet  it  four 
or  five  Foot  from  the  Wall,  that  you  may 
eafilv  ooen  all  the  back  Doors. 
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Directions  how  to  make  the  Boxes  or 
Box- Hives  for  the  Bees ,  with  Iron 
Handles ,  and  Glafs  Windows . 


f  B  ^  H  E  Materials  to  be  got  ready  be- 
|h  fore  your  Carpenter  doth  begin  to 
make  your  Boxes,  are  thefe  that  follow. 
Thick  flit  Deal,  which  mud  be  of  the 
cleared  Diamond  Dram  Deals,  nine  or  ten 
Inches  broad,  which  are  an  Inch  and  half 
thick  before  they  are  flit  ;  fo  that  the  flic 
Deal  will  hold  above  half  an  Inch  when 
plained  on  both  Sides:  Your  Ckriftiana 
not  being  thick  enough  Tor  this 
4  Work  5 
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Work,  and  yet  they  are  too  thick  and 
heavy  to  he  made  of  them  without  flitting. 

One  of  your  Deal  Boards  muff  be  flit 
two  kerf,  that  is,  flit  into  three  Leaves 
inftead  of  two.  Thefe  being  thinner  than 
the  red,  are  to  make  the  Slider  on  the 
Top  of  the  Box,  and  the  Doors  over  the 
Glafs  Windows.  Square  Pannels  of  Giafs, 
five  Inches  broad,  and  feven  Inches  high; 
Trunk  Handles  of  Iron  bought  at  the 
Iron-mongers  ;  long  Bits  of  thin  Iron  or 
Tin,  five  Inches  long,  and  an  Inch  broad ; 
feme  two-penny  Dove  Nails,  or  final! 
H  inges,  with  fome  Nails  and  three-penny 
Sprigs. 

Then  let  the  Workman  proceed  to 
make  a  Mould,  for  his  more  exadf  making 
the  Boxes  upon,  that  the  Boxes  may  be 
exactly  of  a  Bignefs,  to  fit  one  another, 
when  they  come  to  be  ufed  about  the 
Bees. 


A _ 

- 1 

A 

The  Mould 
make  the  Box 
upon  Seven  - 
teen  Inches  Di¬ 
ameter  from 
out  to  out. 
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Let  your  Bench  be  very  fmooth,  exaftly 
even,  and  well  plained;  for  if  your  Bench 
be  uneven,  fo  will  alfo  the  Bottom  of 
your  Boxes,  and  fo  be  unfit  for  the  Floor 
of  vour  Bee-Houfe.  And  whereas  the 
Form  of  the  Box  muft  be  eight  Square, 
fo  mufl  be  alfo  your  Mould.  Upon  your 
Bench  mark  out,  with  your  Rule  and 
Compares,  an  exact  eight  Square  of  eigh¬ 
teen  Inches  Diameter,  which  is  the  Breadth 
of  your  Box  ;  then  fit  fmall  Bits  of  Deal 
for  a  Mould  within  your  Place,  mark’d- 
out  half  an  Inch.  Thefe  Bits  need  not  be 
above  half  an  Inch  broad,  and  fo  nail  them 
fail  down  to  your  Bench  in  an  eight 
Square,  feventeen  Inches  Diameter  ;  fo 
that  the  Box,  which  is  made  on  the  Out- 
fide  of  this  Mould,  will  be  eighteen  Inch¬ 
es,  or  fo  me  thing  better,  according  as  the 
Board  your  Box  is  made  with  is  in  Thick- 
nefs.  And  here  take  Notice,  that  this 
Mould  is  never  to  be  taken  up  from  the 
Bench,  till  you  have  made  as  many  Boxes 
upon  it  as  you  deiign  to  make  in  all  ;  fo 
will  they  be  ufed  with  lefs  Trouble,  as  by 
Experience  you  will  find,  when  they  are 
all  of  a  Bignefs,  and  exadlly  fit  one  ano¬ 
ther,  than  when  they  are  otherwife  made, 
either  thro5  Ignorance  or  Careleffnefs. 
Then  take  one  of  the  thickefl  of  your  flit 
Deals,  and  fa  wing  it  out  in  eighteen  Inches 
Lengths,  let  them  be  glewed  two  and  two 

together. 
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together,  to  make  the  Tops  of  the  Boxes, 
which  mud  be  eighteen  Inches  over:  So 
having  glew’d  as  many  of  the  two  Breadths 
together  as  you  defign  to  make  Boxes, 
then  proceed  to  plain  your  Boards  well  on 
both  Sides;  and  then  faw  out  the  Scant¬ 
lings  of  the  Boxes,  which  mud  be  feven 
Inches  and  a  Quarter  in  the  wided  Part, 
fix  Inches  and  three  Quarters  in  that  Part 
or  Side  that  is  to  be  the  Infide  of  the  Box, 
The  Edges  being  thus  fmoothed  off  with 
a  Plane,  and  fet  upright,  and  daid  down 
to  the  Bench  with  Sprigs  againft  the 
Mould  before  defcribed ;  fo  you  will  find 
that  eight  of  thefe  Pieces  of  Board  will 
come  round  your  Mould,  and  make  a 
Box;  tho9  every  Box  mud  have  but  fix  of 
them,  becaufe  the  Squares  before  and  be¬ 
hind  mud  not  be  of  thefe  Boards,  but 
fram-d  with  twoRabets  •,  one  infide  Rabet 
to  receive  the  Glafs  in  the  Infide  of  the 
Box,  feven  Inches  long,  and  five  Inches 
broad*,  and  another  Rabet  on  the  Out  fide 
above  the  Glafs,  to  receive  a  thin  Door, 
which  mud  be  made  to  flint  over  the 
Glafs  Window,  and  hung  to  the  Frame 
with  the  fmall  two-penny  Dove-Nails  be¬ 
fore  fpoken  of,  and  mud  be  plain’d  very 
thin  ;  for  the  whole  Frame  containing  the 
Glafs,  and  this  little  Door,  mud  be  no 
thicker  than  ope  of. the  other  Boards.,  and 

3-  ufecE 
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tiled  as  one  of  them,  before  and  behind 
the  Box,  and  with  a  final  1  Button  to  turn 
upon  a  Nail  it  is  to  be  faftned  with,  that 
without  Trouble  you  may  open  the  Door, 
when  you  have  a  mind  to  fee  what  your 
Bees  are  a  doing.  So  when  you  have  fix¬ 
ed  thefe  two  Frames  with  Glafs-Windows 
one  againft  another,  (or  one  before,  and 
another  behind )  and  fitted  your  fix  Pieces 
to  them,  and  with  three-penny  Sprigs 
well  faftned  them  together ;  then  fit  your 
Head,  which  mud  not  be  nailed  on  at  the 
Top  of  thefe  Pieces,  but  cut  exactly  with 
great  Care,  and  let  down  within  thefe 
Pieces *,  and  then  let  all  the  Pieces  and 
Frames  be  well  fiprigg’d  to  this  Plead  : 
So  the  Box  is  made,  but  not  quite  finifh’d. 
There  remain  yet  three  Things  to  be 
done  before  ?tis  finifh’d  ;  and  that  is,  a 
Hole  and  Slider  over  it  in  the  Top  of  the 
Box ;  a  little  Slider  tinder  the  Front  Door, 
and  two  Sticks  acrofs  the  Box,  to  reft  the 
Combs  on. 

Firft ,  As  to  the  Hole  in  the  Middle  of 
the  Top,  it  rmift  be  five  Inches  Square  -, 
and  half  an  Inchon  each  Side  of  the  Hole 
tnuft  be  cut  in  Grooves,  for  a  Slider  to 
run  in,  that  when  it  is  once  faftned  in,  it 
fhall  not  rife  to  come  out,  but  only  Hide 
lo  and  fro,  in  order  to  ftop,  or  leave  open 
the  Hole  of  live  Inches  Square,  as  Gcca- 

lion 
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Fion  requires.  For  when  the  Box  is  to  be 
the  upper  Box,  then  the  Slider  mult  be 
thruil  home,  to  (hut  the  Hole  ;  but  then 
the  middle  Box,  or  under  Box,  mull  have 
the  Holes  open,  with  the  Shutter  thruil 
quite  back;  this  Hole  ferving  for  Com¬ 
munication  between  Box  and  Box.  Now 
the  Way  to  make  this  Slider,  is  to  pare 
away  (with  a  (harp  Chizel)  a  Place  for  the 
Slider,  which  muff  be  wider  than  the 
Hole  by  at  leaf!  half  an  Inch,  and  io  run 
in  a  Groove,  being  hollow  on  purpofe  to 
fhut  the  Hole,  or  to  be  thruft  back.  This 
cutting  away  a  Place  muff  be  as  deep  as 
your  Slider  is  thick,  in  the  Top  of  the 
Box,  but  then  the  belt  Way  is  not  to 
have  the  hinder  Part  of  this  Shutter  or 
Slider  to  be  of  the  whole  Breadth,  as  it  is 
at  the  other  End,  but  cut  juft  at  the  him 
dermoft  End,  at  the  Breadth  of  two  Inch« 
es  only,  after  this  Manner : 

Which  two  Inches  is  fuffcient 

to  drive  home  this  Shutter 

with,  when  you  want  to  cut 

off  the  upper  Box  of  Honey, 

and  more  convenient  than  if  it  —  — 

were  left  to  the  whole  Breadth 

open.  It  muff  be  fo  order’d  - 

in  the  making  this  Slider,  that  when  it  is 
thruft  quite  back,  this  narrow  End  may 
be  even  with  the  Outfide  of  the  Box ;  and 

two 
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two  little  Bits  mu  ft  be  nail’d  on  after  the 
Shutter  is  made,  and  put  into  its  Grooves 
on  the  Box,  of  each  Side  of  the  narrow 
End  of  this  Shutter,  to  fill  up  that  which 
is  cut  away  off  this  Shutter:  And  this  will 
hinder  the  Shutter  from  ever  falling  out, 
or  being  loft,  and  alfo  prevent  the  Bees 
from  coming  out  at  each  Side.  The  Ufe 
of  this  Hole  in  the  Box,  I  have  told  you 
before,  is  for  the  Bees  to  work  down  thro3 
into  the  under  Box,  and  this  Slider  is  to 
drive  home  when  you  are  to  cut  off  the 
upper  Box  ;  fo  that  at  once  it  ferves  to  cut 
oft'  one  Box  from  another,  and  to  flop  the 
Hole  of  five  Inches,  and  keep  the  Bees  in 
the  under  Box:  But  it  muft  have  a  thin 
Bit  of  Tin,  or  thin  Iron  nailed  on  at  the 
broad  cutting  End,  and  the  Slider  alfo 
fhaved  away  thin  to  nothing,  and  then 
the  Plate  of  Tin  nailed  on,  tho’  it  be  not 
very  fharp,  will  very  well  cut  off  the  Ho-' 
ney  and  Wax  that  is  in  the  Hole.  The 
next  Thing  is  a  Slider  in  the  Edge  of  the 
Box,  'under  the  Front  Window:  That 
Square  of  the  Box,  where  is  the  narrow 
End  of  the  broad  Slider  before  fpoken  of, 
muft  be  always  the  hinder  Part*,  and  this 
narrow  End  muft  always  come  out  over 
the  back  Window;  fo  under  the  contrary 
Window,  which  is  the  Front  Window, 
there  muft  be  a  Paftage  cut  about  half  an 

Inch 
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Inch  in  Height,  and  four  or  five  Inches  in 
Length.  But  you  muft  make  a  little  Sli¬ 
der,  to  Aide  along,  to  flop  this  Hole  alfo 
when  there  is  Occafion,  or  as  much  of  it 
as  you  think  fit.  This  little  Slider  muft 
be  cut  with  (loping  Edges,  and  the  Box~ 
(where  it  is  to  go)  hollowed;  fo  that  when 
it  is  thru  ft  home,  (as  it  always  is  when  a 
Box  is  railed)  it  may  flop  the  Hole  clofe, 
and  alfo  be  entirely  of  the  Box,  and  not 
fall  out.  When  the  Box  is  railed,  this 
Slider  muft  be  about  feven  Inches  long, 
fo  as  to  come  about  two  Inches  without 
the  Box,  with  a  Notch  cut  in  the  outer 
Part,  a  1  molt  at  the  End,  to  take  hold  of 
to  pull  it  out  by,  when  it  is  too  far  in,  or 
to  draw  it  out  to  its  full  Length,  if  Occa¬ 
fion  be,  without  at  all  difturbing  the  Bees. 
Then  let  your  Trunk- Handles  be  put  on 
to  the  two  Sides  of  your  Box,  that  as  your 
Hand  either  behind  or  before  your  Bee- 
Bou fe,  you  may  conveniently  lift  up  your 
Box.  Let  thefe  Handles  be  very  faft 
clinch’d  in  the  Infide:  The  beft  Way  is 
not  to  put  the  Handles  near  the  Top  nor 
Bottom  of  your  Box,  but  the  Middle. 
Thus  is  your  Box  compleat,  and  may  very 
well  be  thus  ufed  without  any  other  Addi¬ 
tion  *,  and  none  have  been  made  with  any* 
till  fince  the  firft  Edition  of  this  Book  was 
printed.  Not  but  I  have  long  fince  clif- 

cover’d 
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cover’d  one  Inconveniency,  which  the 
Bees  have  fometimes  differ’d  in  the  Boxes, 
but  always  look’d  on  it  as  remedilefs,  and 
therefore  faid  nothing  of  it:  But  having 
by  late  Experience  found  out  one,  lb  all 
candidly  difcover  it  to  my  Brethren,  who 
are  Lovers  of  Bees. 

The  Inconveniency  we  are  now  going 
To  remedy,  is  this  That  in  the  middle  or 
latter  Months  of  the  Summer,  (  as  June , 
July-,  and  Auguft  ;  and  1  think,  never  be¬ 
fore  nor  after;  when  the  Colonies,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  continual  Breeding,  come  to 
be  very  full,  and  the  Weather  proves  very 
hot:  But  if  it  be  only  hot  and  clear,  all 
is  well;  but  if  it  be  very  hot,  and  fome¬ 
times  cloudy  or  fhow’ry,  the  Bees,  by  na¬ 
tural  InftinA,  being  fenfible  of  their  Dan¬ 
ger  by  being  abroad  in  the  Rain,  hye 
then  Home  as  fad:  as  they  can ;  tho5  very 
often  they  are  more  afraid  than  hurt:  For 
I  have  often  known  ’em  to  prefs  Home  in 
that  violent  Hade,  only  upon  the  rifing  of 
a  Cloud,  when  no  Rain  hath  followed  ; 
fo  all  preding  violently  at  the  Mouth  of 
the  Box  to  get  in,  they  dop  the  Paffage 
fo  clofe  up,  that  thofe  within  are  like  to 
be  fu (located  for  want  of  Air  ;  which 
makes  them  fo  uneafy,  that  they  are  like 
mad  Things  within  the  Box.  Nay,  fome¬ 
times  they  have  grown  fo  hot,  that  I  could 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely  hold  my  Hand  on  theGIafs-Win- 
dow.  Sometimes,  in  this  Extremity,  I 
have  lifted  up  the  whole  Colony  on  one 
fide  a  little,  and  thruft  under  the  Edge  of 
the  lowermoft  Box  a  pretty  thick  Knife- 
Blade;  by  which  Means,  having  let  them 
in  Air  that  Way,  they  have  in  a  little 
Time  been  quiet  again.  But  I  have  more 
than  once  known  them,  upon  fuch  a  Dif- 
turbance,  come  powdering  back  again  out 
of  the  Mouth  of  their  Colony,  two  or 
three  Quarts  at  a  Time,  and  lain  in  a 
Bunch  at  the  Door,  threatning  to  fwarm. 
To  prevent  which,  I  have  gone  prefen  tly 
and  raifed  them  upon  another  Box,  think¬ 
ing  they  had  wanted  Room  ;  when  indeed 
it  hath  been  no  fuch  Matter,  but  only 
Want  of  Air  in  the  Box,  occafion’d  as  a- 
bove.  But  now  having  found  out  an  in¬ 
fallible  Remedy,  and  without  Trouble  or 
Coll  to  thofe  that  put  it  in  Pradtice,  I 
fhall  here  diredt  the  joiner  that  makes  the 
Boxes  accordingly. 

Let  a  Hole  be  cut  two  Inches  fquare, 
in  one  of  the  hinder  Cants  of  every  Box; 
it  matters  not  whether  it  be  of  the  right 
or  left  Side  of  your  hinder  Glafs-Window  ; 
and  it  is  no  great  Matter  whether  it  be 
high  or  low;  but  I  think  it  will  be  moil 
convenient  about  the  Middle.,  Over  this 
Hole,  in  the  lafide  of  the  Box,  nail  a 
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Piece  of  Tin  Plate,  punch’d  full  of  Holes* 
as  big  as  you  pleafe,  provided  the  Bees 
cannot  creep  out  at  them :  Then  make  a 
very  thin  Slider  to  run  in  Grooves  over 
this  Hole  on  the  Outfide,  that  when  it  is 
thru  ft  home,  all  may  be  clofe  and  warm  ; 
and  when  there  is  Occafion  in  violent  hot 
Weather  to  draw  it  back,  the  Air  (or 
Breath)  may  freely  pafs  through  thefe 
Holes,  and  fo  prevent  the  Diforder  afore- 
faid,  as  well  as  prevent  their  Swarming. 

Or  thus ;  (which  will  do  as  well :)  With 
a,  fmall  Piercer,  bore  Holes  in  one  of  the 
hindermoft  Cants  of  the  Box,  as  thick  as 
you  can  for  two  Inches  fquare,  and  fo  let 
the  Slider  run  over  thefe  Holes,  inftead  of 
the  Tin  Plate.  This  laft  I  have  experi¬ 
enced  this  laft  Summer  to  anfwer  well. 
This  boring  of  Holes  may  be  done  by 
thole  who  have  Boxes  already  in  Ufe  with 
Bees  in  them  ;  tor  tho5  they  cannot  with 
Hammer  and  Nails  put  on  the  Slider  with 
its  Grooves,  yet  they  may  eafily  bore  the 
Holes,  and  cover  them  up  clofe  in  the 
Winter  with  a  double  Woollen  Cloth 
iluck  on  with  Pins,  or  with  a  Planter  of 
Bees- Wax  fpread  on  Linen,  and  put  on 
all  over  thefe  Holes,  when  there  is  no 
Occafion  to  have  them  open,  and  pull  it 
off  when  there  is,  as  they  ftiail  fee  Caufe. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Holes,  or  Plates  with  Holes, 
with  the  Slider,  you  may  draw  back, 
when  your  Bees  want  raifing  on  another 
Box,  if  you  are  afraid  of  their  fudden 
Swarming  :  By  letting  the  Holes  remain 
open,  that  will  be  prevented  *,  and  perhaps 
you  may  ftay  a  Week  the  longer  before 
you  raife  your  Colony  upon  another  Box* 
till  by  the  increafing  of  their  Numbers 
you  are  forced  to  it.  The  Manner  how, 
.and  the  Time  when,  you  will  find  at  large 
defcrib’d  in  its  proper  Place. 

The  lad  Thing  is,  to  put  two  Sticks 
crofs,  or  rather  two  half-inch  fquarc  Sticks 
made  out  of  your  Deal,  one  about  two 
Inches  above  the  other,  crofs  the  Box  on 
thelnfide  :  Let  the  lower  mo  ft  be  about 
two  Inches  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Box, 
and  fo  faftne<l  at  the  four  Ends,  by  driv¬ 
ing  a  Nail  thro5  the  Outfideof  the  Box 
into  the  Ends  of  the  Sticks,  which  you 
need  not  drive  quite  home:  So  that  when 
you  are  going  to  take  your  Eloney  out  of 
the  Box,  you  may  draw  thofe  four  Nails, 
and  then  your  Sticks  will  come  out  with 
your  Honey,  with  a  great  deal  of  Eafc.« 
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Obfer  vat  ions  on  the  afore  [aid  Defer  ipt  ions 

of  the  BOX. 

♦ 

Firfif *pHAT  no  one- Thing  here  de- 
feribed  can  be  omitted :  The 
leaf!:  Part  is  the  Slider  under  the  Front 
Window.  And  here,  perhaps,  you  may 
think,  if  there  be  but  a  Hole  four  Inches 
long  under  the  Front  Window,  to  fet 
again!!  the  Hole  in  the  Ledge  of  the 
Houfe,  the  Bees  will  work  in  and  out  very 
well  into  the  Box. 

5Tis  very  true,  fo  they  would  without 
the  Slider-,  but  for  all  that,  you  cannot  be 
without  it;  for  the  Slider  ferves  when 
Robbing* time  comes,  (which  is  in  Auguji 
or  September ,)  by  thrufting  it  in  farther, 
to  ftraiten  the  Paffage  of  the  Bees  :  Nay, 
fometimes  you  are  forced  fo  thru!!  it  in 
fo  far,  that  you  only  leave  Room  enough 
for  one  Bee  to  go  in  and  out  at  a  Time ; 
and  then  when  you  raife  your  Box  upon 
another,  you  thruft  it  quite  home  :  So 
that  it  being  held  in  by  running  in  a 
Groove,  it  cannot  fall  out  ;  and  fo  it 
makes  that  Part  of  the  Box  clofe  and  en¬ 
tire  as  the  other  Parts:  For  now  the  Bees, 
railed  upon  another  Box,  mud  all  work  in 
and  out  thro"  the  Hole  under  the  Box. 

Secondly  % 
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Secondly ,  That  the  Trunk-Handles  be 
flrong,  and  well  faftened  ;  for  if  one  of 
them  fhould  fail  in  lifting  up  a  Box,  or 
fome times  the  Weight  of  two  Boxes  lies 
upon  one  Pair  of  Handles,  (which  may 
be  an  hundred  Pounds,  it  would,  perhaps, 
by  their  Fall,  prove  the  Deitru&ion  of 
your  Colony. 

' Thirdly ,  That  the  Sticks  need  not  go 
exactly  crofs  your  Box;  and  it  is  better 
they  do  not,  but  only  in  the  Form  of  St. 
Andrew's  Crofs  X,  or  the  Letter  X  thus. 

Fourthly ,  That  tho5  you  have  Glafs 
Windows,  to  open  fometirnes,  yet  you 
muft  have  Doors  to  fhut  over  them  :  For 
having  the  Light  always  upon  them, 
would  very  much  difturb  them. 

Fifthly ,  That  there  are  yet  two  Infirm 
ments  more,  which  thos  they  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  belong  to  the  Boxes,, yet  they 
cannot  be  ufed  without  them  ;  and  that  is, 
.a  light  wooden  Mallet,  and  a  thin  Piece 
of  Wood,  of  the  Thicknefs  of  the  broad 
Slider  on  the  Top  of  your  Box,  or  rather 
fomewhat  thinner,  and  about  two  Inches 
broad,  and  nine  Inches  long,  or  the  fame 
Breadth  of  the  narrow  End  of  the  great 
Slider  on  the  Top  of  the  Box. 

The  IJfe  of  thefe  two  Inflruments  is 
for  to  take  oft  the  Box,  or  Hive  on  the 
Box  withal,  by  fetting  the  End  of  this 

G  thin 
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sthin  Bit  of  Board  againfl  the  narrow  hin¬ 
der  End  of  the  Slider  of  the  fecond  Box, 
and  with  the  Mallet  drive  it  home,  to  cut 
off  the  Combs  in  the  Hole,  five  Inches 
fquare  on  the  Top  of  the  Box,  that  fo  the 
?up.per  Box  may  be  taken  away,  as  (hall  in 
us  proper  Place  be  directed. 


C  H  A  P.  XIV. 

* 

Directions  how  and  when  to furnijh youf 
B?e- Ho ufe s  with  Bees . 

HA  V ING  flrongly  fet  up  your  Bee- 
Houfe,  as  before  directed,  the  befi: 
Time  is  in  October^  when  all  Cafualties 
of  their  mifearryingby  Robbing  are  over ; 
then  the  beft  Way  is  for  you  to  go  about 
amongfl  the  Bee-Gardens  of  the  poor 
People,  who  will  be  glad  of  your  ready 
Money,  and  let  you  take  your  Choice. 
Chufe  fuch  as  were  Swarms  that  Summer, 
and  fuch  as  are  comb’d  down  to  the  Stool 
they  hand  on  ;  for  if  they  have  not/tis  a 
fign  it  was  a  Cafe,  or  at  beft-  but  a  final  l 
Swarpio  But  be  fur.e  you  take  fuch  as  are 

very 
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very  heavy,  for  you  had  better  chufe  a 
Sraller  of  two  Years  old,  than  a  light 
Swarm  •,  for  if  they  are  light,  it  will  take 
them  up  fo  much  Time  to  fill  up  their 
own  Hive,  that  it  will  be  late  in  the 
Spring  before  they  will  want  the  Box  to 
be  put  under  them  ,  whereas,  if  they  were 
very  full  of  Bees,  and  heavy,  they  will 
want  their  Box  in  May,  fometimes  in  A- 
pril ,  to  be  put  under  them. 

Thus  having  provided  yourfeif  with 
half  a  Dozen  fuch  Stocks  of  Bees,  let 
them  be  brought  Home  to  you  in  the 
Month  of  October ,  or  at  fartheft  in  the 
Beginning  of  November, 

The  Way  of  removing  them  mu  ft  be 
warily  obferv’d:  You  muft  lay  a  thin,  and 
fomewhat  large  Napkin  on  the  Ground, 
before  the  Hive  of  Bees  you  defign  to  re¬ 
move,  about  eight  a-Cock  at  Night,  (if 
it  be  a  cold  Day,  you  may  do  it  by  fix  a- 
Clock)  for  by  that  Time  they  will  be  all 
in,  and  up  in  their  Hive,  fo  that  in  taking 
them  up,  there  will  be  the  fewer  loft : 
Then  take  up  the  Hive  of  Bees  gently* 
but  quick,  and  fet  them  down  on  the 
Napkin,  and  fuddenly  take  up  the  four 
Corners  of  it,  and  tie  them  crofs-ways 
over  the  Crown  of  the  Hive;  and  then 
take  a  Packthread  and  tie  very  hard  round 
your  Hive  on  your  Napkin,  and  fo  they 

p  2  are 
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are  fitted  for  Carriage:  The  beft  Way  is 
on  a  Hand-barrow,  three  or  four  at  a 
Time  betwixt  two  Men.  When  you  have 
them  Home,  open  your  Bee-houfe,  and 
put  them  ali  in  ;  then  firft  untie  one  of 
them,  and  take  the  Napkin  from  under 
it  ;  and  putting  a  Stone,  or  fomething  an 
Inch  thick  at  leaft,  lay  your  Napkin  by 
the  Hive  thus  open’d,  and  the  loofe  Bees 
about  the  Napkin,  by  the  Humming  of 
their  Fellows  within  the  Hive,  will  be 
call’d  Home,  fo  that  few  or  none  will  be 
loft.  About  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  or  ra¬ 
ther  more,  when  your  Bees  in  the  Hive 
firft  open’d  are  pretty  quiet;  then  proceed 
to  perform  the  like  to  all  the  reft,  and  fo 
leave  them  till  the  next  Morning.  About 
fix  or  feven  o’Clock,  or  about  Sun-rifing, 
fet  all  your  Hives  with  their  Mouths  a- 
gainft  the  Holes  made  on  Purpofe  in  the 
Ledge  under  your  Bee-Houfe  Door;  and 
then  with  Lime  and  Hair  fmooth  up  all 
within  the  Bee-houfe,  fo  that  no  Bees 
may  get  out  of  the  Hive  any  where,  but 
thro5  the  Hole  in  the  Ledge  in  the  Front 
of  your  Houfe ;  and  then  you  have  no¬ 
thing  more  to  do  for  them  till  next  May 
generally,  or  however  till  the  latter  End 
of  April. 

FirJ ?,  Obferve  that  the  beft  Time  to 
foxnifti  your  Bee-houfe,  1  fuppofe  to  be 

in 
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in  O’clober ,  rather  than  May ,  becaufe  you 
may  then  buy  Swarms  that  may  fail  by 
Robbing,  or  fome  other  Caiualty,  tho’ 
you  are  left  to  your  own  Liberty.  If  you 
can  have  the  Opportunity  of  good  largo 
Swarms  near  you,  his  pity  to  neglebt  it 
but  then  they  mud  be  brought  Home  to 
you  the  fame  Day  they  fwarm,  and  the 
Hive  out  with  its  Mouth  aeainftthe  Hole 

A 

of  the  Ledges,  as  before. 

Secondly ,  Though  you  furntfli  you? 
IToufe  with  Swarms  in  May,  you  would 
be  no  forwarder  for  the  Bees  working 
down  into  your  Boxes  the  Spring  follow¬ 
ing,  than  if  you  bought  them  in  Offoher  ^ 
for  thefe  will  be  fit  to  be  railed  upon  the 
Boxes  the  Spring  following,  and  your 
Swarms  will  be  no  more 

Thirdly ,  That  if  you  pleafe  to  fill  your 
Houfe  with  Swarms,  you  have  them 
brought  Home  the  firft  Night  •,  for  if  you 
ihould  let  them  ftand  two  or  three  Days, 
and  the  Weather  good,  they  may  make 
Combs  to  hold  Honey  to  drown  them- 
feives  in  their  Carriage ;  for  the  Combs 
being  then  tender,  and  the  Weather  warm, 
they  are  apt  to  break  down  in  Carriage  ^ 
and  fo  the  Virgin-Honey  being  fine  and 
thin,  they  will  be  clamm’d  in  it,  and  fo 
fpoil'd.  This  I  know  to  my  Coft  to  be 
Matter  of  Fa6t. 

G  3 
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Fourthly ,  That  we  take  a  thin  large 
Napkin;  thin,  becaufe  if  it  fhould  he  of 
thick  Cloth,  fuch  as  clofe  Diaper  when 
new,  or  Damafk,  it  would  be  too  thick 
for  the  Bees  to  breathe  through  ;  and  tho7 
it  might  not  fuffocate  them,  it  would 
make  them  very  angry  and  troublefome, 
in  putting  them  into  the  Houle.  And 
large  it  mu  ft  be,  otherwife  it  would  not 
reach  to  tie  over  the  Hive,  ef pecially  if 
the  Hives  be  of  any  Bignefs. 

Fifthly ,  That  you  untie  not  your  Nap¬ 
kin  off  of  your  Hives  of  Bees  all  together  ; 
for  if  you  did  fo,  feme  that  were  loofe 
not  going  to  their  own  Hive,  (but  into 
another  inftead  thereof)  being  call’d  by 
the  Humming  of  thofe  in  the  Hive,  will 
be  all  Oain ;  which,  by  the  Method  pre- 
ferib’d,  will  be  prevented. 


c  H  A  t».  XV. 

Directions  when ,  and  how  to  raife  your 
Hives  of  Bees  on  the  firjl  Box . 

IF  the  Spring  be  forward,  the  breeding 
of  the  Bees  will  be  alfo  forward  ; 

therefore 
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therefore  you  mu  ft  have  a  little  Eye  to 
them  in  the  latter  End  of  Aprils  and  in 
the  Month  of  May.  You  muft  not  rails 
them  upon  your  Box  till  they  are  very 
thick  about  the  Mouth,  or  rather  begin 
to  lay  out  with  a  Tendency  to  fwarming, 
then  they  are  fit  to  be  raifed  ;  and  you 
muft  proceed  thus :  Having  your  Box  rea¬ 
dy,  with  the  Top-Slider  quite  open,  that 
the  Bees  may  pafs  from  the  Hive  down 
into  the  Box;  and  the  Slider  in  the  Mouth- 
of  the  Box  drawn  back,  that  the  Bees  may 
have  Room  enough  to  work  in  and  out  of 
the  Box;  then  open  both  the  Front-Door, 
and  the  Back-Door  of  the  Bee-Houfe,  in 
that  Part  of  it  where  the  Bees  are  to  be 
raifed ;  then  let  fomebodv  ftand  ready 
with  the  Box,  holding  it  with  the  two 
Iron  Handles  at  the  Front  of  the  Houfe, 
and  the  Fore-Slider  or  Mouth  of  the  Box; 
to  themward  :  Go  you  behind  the  Houfer 
and  gently  lift  up  the  Hive  fo  high,  that 
the  Box  may  go  under  it;  then  let  him  or 
her  with  the  Box  in  Hand,  fet  it  in  its 
Place,  with  its  Mouth  again  ft  the  Hole  of 
the  Ledge  fo  often  fpoken  of.  The  Box 
muft  be  fet  up  clofe  againft  it  :  Then 
quickly  fet  down  the  Hive  upon  the  Box, 
on  the  Middle  of  it,  as  near  as  you  can 
guefs,  tho5  there  needs  no  Exadtnefs  : 
Then  prefently,  with  Lime  and  Hair, 

G  4  flop 
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Hop  up  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive,  fo  the 
Bees  wiil  immediately  work  down  thro5 
the  Hole  in  the  Top  of  the  Box,  in  and 
out  at  the  fame  Hole  they  were  ufed  to 
before,  without  any  Lett  or  Hindrance. 

Fir  ft  ^  Obferve  that  we  do  not  raife  the 
Hive  on  the  Box,  till  they  want  Room  in 
the  Hive;  which  you  know  by  their  lying 
out  in  a  Bunch:  For  if  you  fhould  raife 
them  too  foon,  before  they  want  it,  you 
will  greatly  hinder  them,  by  carrying  all 
their  Work  thro9  a  great  empty  Box, 
which  they  do  not  want,  becaufe  they 
have  not  fill’d  their  own  Hive. 

Secondly ,  That  we  prefen tly  (top  up  the 
Mouth  of ■  the  Hive,  as  now  ufelefs;  the 
Mouth  of  the  Box  ferving  for  the  fame 
Purpofe. 

Thirdly ,  If  you  fhould  not  prefently 
flop  up  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive,  the  Bees 
would  Hill  hang  about  that,  and  not  go 
down  into  the  Box;  but  the  Mouth  of  the 
Hive  being  flopp’d  up,  they  having  now 
no  other  Paffage,  they  prefently  take  to 
it. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  XVI, 

Directions  how  to  raife  the firft  Box  and 
Hive  upon  a  feeond  Box . 

OU  may  now  be  upon  greater  Cer¬ 
tainty  about  railing  the  Box*  than 
you  were  about  the  Hive,  becaufe  of  the 
Glafs  Windows  in  the  Box.  When  the 
Bees  have  work’d  down  in  your  Box,  fo 
as  that  the  Combs  come  to  each  Window 
of  your  Box,  and  your  Box  fee  ms  very 
•full  of  Bees  as  well  as  Combs  ;  then  is 
the  Time  to  raife  it  on  another  Box,  efpe- 
daily  if  you  fee  them  feal  up  their  Honey 
in  the  Combs  half  way  down  the  firft  Box, 
which  you  may  eafily  fee  at  the  Windows, 
as  before.  Then  placing  fomebody  before 
that  Part  of  the  Bee-houfe,  with  a  Box 
ready  in  Hand,  and  the  broad  Top-Slider 
thruft  quite  back,  that  the  Hole  may  be 
open,  and  the  Slider  in  the  Mouth,  or  un¬ 
der  Part  of  the  Front  of  the  Box  drawn 
fo  far  back,  as  to  leave  a  fufficient  Paffage 
into  the  Boxj  then  as  you  before  lifted  up 
only  the  Hive  on  the  firft  Box,  now  you 

G  5  mu  ft 
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muft:  take  hold  of  the  Iron  Handles  of 
your  Box ;  and  lifting  up  Box  and  Hive 
together,  fet  under  the  fecond  Box,  which 
fo  me  times  in  a  good  Summer  you  may  do 
by  the  Middle  of  June ,  immediately 
thrufting  quite  home  the  Shutter  of  the 
Mouth  of  the  firft  Box,  that  no  Bees  may 
come  out  at  that  Place,  but  now  work  in 
and  out  thro*  the  fecond  Box. 

Firft,  Obferve  that  there  muft:  always 
be  great  Care  taken  when  you  put  them 
under  a  Box,  (whether  it  be  the  firft:  or 
fecond)  that  the  Slider  in  the  Top  of  the 
Box  be  always  thruft:  back  ;  ibr  elfe  your 
Bees  cannot  go  down  into  the  under  Box, 
according  to  the  Defign  of  thefe  Boxes.6 
For  thefe  induftrious  Servants  of  ours, 
tho5  they  may  be  help'd  in  their  working, 
by  thus  Supplying  them  with  more  Room* 
yet  they  muft  not  be  contradicted  in  the 
Nature  of  their  Working,  which  is  always 
to  work  downward,  and  not  upward. 

Secondly ,  Be  fure,  a  little  after  you  have 
rais'd  them  on  a  new  Box,  to  open  your 
Houfe  again,  and  fee  that  your  Box  is  fet 
clofe  to  the  Ledge  of  the  Houfe,  that  the 
Bees  may  not  creep  from  between  your  Box 
and  the  Ledge  into  the  Houfe. 

4 Thirdly ,  Always  take  Notice,  that  if 
your  Boxes,  when  fet  one  upon  another  as 
before  directed,  do  not  fit  one  another 

exactly, 
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exaftly,  but  there  be  Room  enough  for 
the  Bees  to  come  out  into  the  Houfe  be¬ 
twixt  the  Joining  of  the  two  Boxes,  that 
you  with  a  fmooth  Knife  fill  up  thofe 
Chinks  with  Lime  and  Hair  ^  alfo  if  your 
Board  fhould  not  be  made  fmooth,  I  mean 
the  Floor  of  your  Bee-Houfe,  fo  that  the 
under  Box  doth  not  hand  clofe  enough  to 
it  to  keep  the  Bees  in  the  Box,  but  that: 
fome  of  them  creep  out  from  under  the 
Edges  of  the  Box,  then  fupply  alfo  that 
Defed  with  Lime  and  Hair.  So  that  you  * 
now  having  a  compleat  Colony  of  two 
Boxes  and  a  Hive,  you  have  nothing  to  ? 
do  till  you  take  off  the  Hive. 


C  H  A  E  XVH; 

jhireBiom  hew  and  when  to  take  off  the 
Straw-Hive ,  and  return  the  Bees 
found  therein  to  their  Fellows 3  that 
none  may  be  lofi% 

WHEN,  by  your  Glafs- Windows, 
you  perceive  your  middle  Box  is 
well  furniflfd  with  Honey?  ( I  mean  the 

Box 
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Box  that  your  Straw-Hive  immediately 
(lands  upon,)  then  to  take  off  the  Hive* 
proceed  thus. 

Firft  of  all,  take  a  Napkin,  and  with: 
fome  Nails,  (or  Pins  will  do  as  well,  for 
I  have  often  done  it  with  the  latter)  pin 
your  Napkin  with  one  End  on  the  Land¬ 
ing-Board,  where  the  Bees  pitch  before 
they  go  in;  let  your  Napkin  be  up  clofe 
to  the  Hole,  fo  that  the  Hole  be  ftill 
open,  that  the  Bees  be  not  difturb’d,  nor 
their  Work  hinder’d.  In  this  Operation,, 
you  have  no  Occafion  to  open  the  Front- 
Door  of.  your  Bee-houfe,  but  only  the 
Back  Door :  Then  take  your  thin  Piece  of 
Board  and  Mallet  before  lpoken  of,  and 
go  behind  them ;  then  fetting  your  thin 
Bit  of  Board  againft  the  narrow  End  of 
the  top  Slider  of  your  upper  Box,  with 
your  Mallet  drive  it  home,  to  cut  off  the 
Combs  that  are  in  the  Hole  of  the  upper 
Box  ;  and  this  muft  be  thus  performed: 
Hold  the  thin  Board  in  your  lefEHand, 
and  with  your  Mallet  in  your  right,  give 
it  two  or  three  Knocks  till  it  is  home  •,  all 
the  while  preffing  your  Board  with  your 
left  Hand  hard  againft  the  End  of  the 
Slider,  and  carry  your  Hand  even,  that 
when  you  drive  it  in  with  the  Mallet,  it 
may  not  flip  over  nor  under,  but  keep 
diredtly  againft  it  till  it.  is  quite  home: 

Then 
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Then  take  hold  of  the  Hive,  which  now 
being  cut  off  from  the  Box,  will  with  lit¬ 
tle.  Force  come  up  from  the  Box*  and  as 
you  take  it  up,  twill  it  a  little  rounding* 
fo  it  will  eafier  part  from  the  Box.  Then 
carry  it  away  from  your  Bees  to  another 
Part  of  your  Garden,  twenty  or  thirty 
Yards,  if  your  Garden  will  admit  of  it, 
that  you  may  be  eafy  and  quiet  in  per* 
forming  the  reft :  Then  place  your  Hive 
upfide  down,  or  with  the  fmall  End  down* 
ward,  in  a  Pail,  Peck,  or  Flower- Pot*  fo 
the  fmall  End  going  into  any  of  thefe 
Veffels,  it  will  Hand  very  firm.  Then 
take  an  empty  Hive*  and  place  it  on  the 
Top  of  your  Hive  of  Honey,  Mouth  to 
Mouth;  then  take  a  large  Cloth,  (I  com¬ 
monly  do  it  with  aTablc-ClothJ  tie  them 
round  at  the  Joining,  that  no  Bees  may 
get  out,  and  then  with  a  Stick  ftrike  pret* 
ty  hard,  fo  as  to  (hake  the  Bees  that  arc 
within;  ftrike  fo  me  times  on  one  Side,  then 
on  the  other,  and  fo  all  round  :  Let  them 
Hand  a  little  now  and  then  without  ftrik- 
ing,  that  the  Bees  that  are  crawling  up 
may  have  Time  to  go  into  the  empty 
Hive;  then  ftrike  again.  All  the  while 
hold  your  Hand  on  the  empty  Hive,  to 
keep  it  in  its  Place,  which  elfe  would  be 
like  to  fall  off  with  the  fhaking  of  the 
other*.  When  you  have  fo  done,  more 

than 
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than  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  Jet  them  Hand 
(till  a  little ;  and  then  taking  the  top  Hive 
in  your  Hand,  which  now  hath  all  the 
Bees  that  were  in  your  other  Hive,  carry 
them  away  to  the  Napkin  ;  and  laying  a 
Stick  on  that  Part  of  the  Napkin  which 
lieth  on  the  Ground,  with  one  fmart 
Stroke  ©f  the  Hive  on  the  Stick  that  is  on 
the  Napkin,  you  [will  {hake  out  all  the 
Bees  together;  where  they  will  lie  a  little 
while,  and  then  crawling  up  the  Napkin, - 
go  home  to  their  Fellows,  who  will  gladly 
receive  them  as  may  eafily  be  perceiv’d 
by  their  Shouts  of  Joy,  which  thofe  who 
are  ufed  to  them  very  well  know.  So  here 
you  have  the  Honey,  and  no  Bees  de- 
liroy’d;  but  they,  undifturb’d,  keep  on 
their  Labours,  not  knowing  what  a  flip- 
pery  Trick  you  have  play’d  them  :  So 
you  may  carry  your  Honey  in,  and  drain 
it,  to  put  it  up  in  Pots,  which  1  need  not 
dired  ;  or  make  it  into  Mead,  as  fhallbe 
hereafter  directed. 

Firfi ,  Obferve  that  you  mud  have  a 
Mallet  always  in  readinefs,  to  drive  home 
the  top  Slider ;  but  if  by  thrufiing  with 
your  Hand,  the  Cutter  of  the  Slider  makes 
its  own  Way,  thruft  it  home  without 
ufing  the  Mallet  at  all,  being  the  {tilled 
Way.  This  I  have  done,  but  it  will  not 
fometimes  do  without  the  Mallet ;  efpe- 

5  daily 
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dally  when  the  Combs  in  the  Hole  of 
Communication  are  above  a  Year  old. 

Secondly ,  You  go  twenty  or  thirty  Yards 
off  from  the  Bees,  that  the  Smell  of  the 
frefh  Honey  in  the  Hive  you  have  taken 
off,  may  not  draw  the  other  Bees  about 
yon. 

! Thirdly ,  That  you  never  venture  to  take¬ 
off  the  Hive,  nor  upper  Box,  till  you 
have  good  Reafon  to  judge  that  the  mid¬ 
dle  Box  hath  enough  Honey  to  maintain 
them  all  the  Winter,  left  you  venture  the 
lofing  the  whole  Colony,  for  want  of  what 
you  have  taken  away. 

Fourthly ,  That  fometimes  you  will  by 
this  Means  fee  the  Queen-Bee  on  your 
Napkin  j  which  will  greatly  pjeafe  yon, 
when  you  fee  with  what  Majefty  fhe 
marches  up  the  Napkin  with  her  Subjefts^ 
and  to  the  Subjedts  Hie  left  behind, 

j Fifthly  1  That  we  do  not  at  all  difturb 
or  hinder  the  Bees,  by  thefe  Takings  off 
of  the  Boxes  or  Hives ;  they  ftill  keeping 
on  their  Labours,  fince  the  Way  in  and 
out  is  ftill  the  fame,  thro3  the  Ledge,  as 
before. 

Sixthly ,  That  you  do  not  (when  you  are 
ftriking  the  Hive,  to  make  them  afcend 
into  the  upper  Hive )  ftr ike  that,  I  mean 
the  upper  Hive  ;  for  then  you  will  be 
more  likely  to  ihake  them  down  which 
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are  already  afcended,  than  caufe  others  ta 
afcend  to  them. 


CHAP.  XVIII 

Directions  how  and  when  to  take  off  the 
Upper  Boxy  the  next  Tear  after  the 
Straw-Hive  is  gone . 

I  Need  be  but  very  fhort  here;  only 
obferve  the  Dire£tions  before  about 
taking  off  the  Straw-Hive;  But  when 
you  have  taken  off  your  Box,  you  then 
muff  let  it  upfide  down,  on  the  Ledges 
of  a  Joint-Stool  turn’d  upfide  down  ;  and 
inflead  of  a  Straw-Hive  to  fet  upon  a 
Straw-Hive,  now  you  muff  fet  an  empty 
Box  on  the  full  Box,  and  fo  knock  (as 
before  directed)  on  the  Box,  efpecially 
hard  on  the  Edge  round  the  Top,  which 
is  indeed  now  undermoft  next  the  Joint- 
Stool  *,  fo  will  the  Bees  all  afcend  into  the 
empty  Box,  and  muff  be  knock’d  out  on 
the  Napkin  as  before. 

Firft,  Obferve,  that  when  we  take  off  a 
Straw-Hive  from  the  Box,  it  is  never  to 
be  ufed  more  in  this  Way  of  keeping  of 

Bees- 
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Bees  in  thefe  Sorts  of  Houfes:  But  when 
you  take  off  a  Box,  as  foon  as  it  is  empty* 
let  it  be  carefully  laid  by,  that  the  Sliders 
and  Glaffes  be  not  hurt. 

Secondly ,  That  •  you  muff  always  look, 
into  your  Houfe  a  little  after  you  have 
took  off  your  Box,  and  fee  if  all  be  well ; 
for  if  you  have  done  your  Work  well, 
the  Slider  will  quite  fhut  the  top  Hole, 
that  was  open  before  the  Slider  was  thru  ft 
>.  home.  But  however,  if  you  find  it  other- 
wife,  that  either  it  be  not  quite  home, 
(and  confcquently  fome  of  the  Combs  of 
the  Hole  are  torn  off)  then  take  a  fharp 
Knife,  and  cut  off  what  Bits  of  Combs 
fland  up,  and  put  the  Shutter  quite  home. 
But  if  after  all  your  Endeavours  you  flill 
find  the  Bees  creep  out  at  fome  Place  or 
other  of  the  Slider,  then  with  Lime  and 
Hair  flop  the  Hole,  and  fo  keep  them  in 
their  Place. 

Thirdly*  When  you  flrike  the  Box  on 
the  Stick  that  lies  on  the  Napkin,  in  or¬ 
der  to  return  the  Bees  home  to  their  Fel¬ 
lows,  you  do  not  turn  thofe  Squares  over 
the  Stick  where  the  Glafs-Windows  are, 
left  the  Stroke  fhould  endanger  the  break¬ 
ing  of  the  Glaffes. 


C  H  A  E. 
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CHAP.'  XIX, 


DtreBiom  how  t&  let  a  Swarm  out  of 
your  Box 3  as  well  as  a  St  raw- Hive. 

IF  you  keep  no  Bees  in  Straw-Hives  to 
get  Swarms  from,  and  have  a  Mind  to 
have  a  Swarm  early  in  the  Spring,  then 
however  be  fore  to  take  off  the  under  Box, 
which  feldom  hath  any  Honey  in  Septem¬ 
ber  \  and  fet  down  your  upper  Box  to  the 
Floor,  which  is  done  by  driving  home  the 
Cutter  of  the  under  Box;  and  then  lifting 
up  your  Colony  by  the  Handles,  {landing 
behind  the  Bee-houfe,  let  a  Servant  .(land 
before;  and  whilft  you  lift  it  up  from  the 
under  Box  two  or  three  Inches,  take  it 
quite  away  :  And  fo  fet  down  your  Box 
of  Bees,  and  draw  back  the  Door-Slider 
under  the  Front- Window,  that  they  may 
have  Room  to  go  in  and  out  again  thro3’ 
that  Paffage.  And  whereas  fome  Bees 
will  be  about  thofe  Combs  in  the  Box 
taken  away  ;  let  them  be  knock’d  out,  or 
diiturb’d  with  a  Wing,  or  fmall  Bough  of 
green  Leaves,  and  they  will  all  fly  home 
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to  their  Fellows.  So  that  your  Colony 
being  thus  reduced  to  one  Box,  when  the 
Spring  comes,  they  will  not  fail  to  give 
you  a  large  and  early  Swarm,  if  you  don't 
raife  them  upon  another  Box,  which 
Swarm  you  may  hive  as  well  in  a  Box  as 
a  Straw-Hive,  and  fo  fet  them  down  in 
your  Bee-Houfe,  with  the  Mouth-Slider 
drawn  back,  and  the  top  Slider  clofefhut 
up;  the  Mouth  of  the  Box  being  clofe  to 
the  Hole  in  the  Ledge,  as  before,  fo  will 
you  have  an  early  Swarm  out  of  your  Box, 
as  well  as  (nay,  fooner  than  you  could 
have  had)  in  a  Straw-Hive.  So  that  the 
Way  to  caufe  them  to  fwarm,  is,  to 
(heighten  them  of  Room  ;  and  the  Way 
to  hinder  them  from  fwarming,  is,  to 
give  them  more  Room;  both  which  may 
be  done  in  Boxes.  But  perhaps  fome  of 
the  Country  People  will  fay,  What  is  this 
to  us  who  have  no  Boxes  ?  Yes,  very 
much,  one  Part  of  this  Document:  For 
though  we  cannot  teach  you  how  to  make 
them  fwarm  fo  early  in  the  Straw-Hive  as 
in  Boxes ;  nor  is  it  any  Matter  whether 
you  can  make  them  fwarm  or  no  ;  for  if 
they  are  full  of  Bees,  and  want  Room, 
they  will  fwarm  of  themfelves;  and  if 
they  are  not  very  full,  and  you  did  caufe 
them  to  fwarm,  it  would  be  fo  far  from 
doing  you  a  Kindnefs,  that  it  would  be  a 

great 
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great  Damage  both  to  the  Swarm  and 
Staller :  For  the  Swarm  would  be  thin, 
and  would  alfo  leave  a  thin  Houfe  from 
whence  he  came,  which  perhaps  would 
occafion  the  Lofs  of  both  in  the  Time  of 
Robbing.  But  what  is  moft  material  for 
you  to  know,  is,  how  to  prevent  their 
fwarming,  when  the  Year  is  too  far  fpenr. 
And  this  is  done  two  Ways :  If  you  find 
your  Bees  are  like  to  fwarm  after  the  tenth 
of  Julyy  they  are  by  all  Means  to  be  pre¬ 
vented  ;  either  by  cutting  off  a  couple  of 
Rounds  from  an  old  Hive,  fo  lift  up  your 
Hive,  and  put  the  two  Rounds  under  ; 
then  plaifter  all  round  (but  the  Entrance) 
with  Mortar,  or  elfe  you  may  do  it  with 
two  or  three  Brickbats,  plaiitering  all  be¬ 
tween  but  the  Porch:  And  fo  the  whole 
Family  are  preferv’d;  which  being  divE 
ded  fo  late  in  the  Year,.,  would  have  been 
very  hazardous. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XX. 


How  to  raife  dead  Bees  to  Life . 

^HIS  feems  to  found  very  ftrange  at 


firft ;  but  if  we  confider  the  common 


Experiment  among  us,  of  giving  a  new 
Life  to  drowned  Wafps  and  Flies,  (by 
only  drying  them  with  a  few  warm  Afhes ) 
it  will  not  appear  altogether  fo  improba¬ 
ble.  And  it  is  certain,  that  dead  Bees 
may  be  rais’d  after  the  fame  Manner  to 
Life,  if  drowned,  from  the  fame  Reafons, 
tho9  I  never  try’d  it :  But  I  have  many 
hundred  Times  rais’d  dead  Bees  to  Life, 
tho9  not  fuch  as  have  been  drowned. 

There  are  two  fatal  Difeafes  that  Bees 
die  of,  befides  that  ofoid  Age,  viz,  Hun¬ 
ger,  and  Cold  :  And  thofe  that  die  of 
either  of  thefe  Difeafes,  (provided  they 
have  not  been  dead  long,  nor  their  inter¬ 
nal  Organs  fuffer’d  any  Diforder  by  F li¬ 
tre  fadt  ion)  a  gentle  Warmth  will  recover 
them  :  I  fay,  a  gentle  Warmth  :  For  I 
have  try’d  many  Degrees  of  Heat,  to 
prove  which  would  be  the  moll  fuccefs- 


/ 
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Fill;  and  of  all  moderateWays  of  warming 
them,  I  think  that  of  the  Hand  is  belt, 
and  will  fend  them  more  luftily  Home, 
than  any  other  Way.  Take  care  you 
bruife  them  not,  left  they  fling  you.  The, 
Reafon  of  Bees  dying  by  Cold,  is  this  : 
In  the  Spring,  or  more  early  Months,  or 
in  the  Fall,  or  the  latter  Months,  when 
the  Ground  is  cold  and  wet,  if  the  Sun 
happen  fuddenly  to  fhine  out,  as  fome- 
times  it  doth  even  as  early  as  January , 
and  warms  the  Bees;  they  prefently  beftir 
themfelves  to  look  out  for  Honev,  and 
fo  range  about  from  Place  to  Place,  (till 
they  are  weary)  tho5  to  little  Purpofe  :  At 
Jaft  return  home,  and  before  they  go  into 
their  Hive,  they  pitch  on  the  Ground 
near  it  to  reft  themfelves ;  where  the 
Ground  being  cold  and  wet,  doth  foon 
chill  them,  (that  they  cannot  rife,)  and  af¬ 
terwards  kill  them.  But  if  in  any  reafon- 
able  Time  afterwards,  you  take  them  up 
into  your  warm  Hand,  (you  may  eafily 
hold  twenty  or  thirty  of  them  at  a  Time) 
and  in  lefs  than  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  they 
will  come  to  Life  •,  and  when  you  feel 
them  very  vigorous,  and  ready  to  force 
out  of  your  Hand  whether  you  will  or  no, 
then  open  your  Hand,  and  they  will  all 
fly  every  one  to  his  refpeclive  Home.  By 
this  Means  I  have  fav’d  the  Lives,  or  ra¬ 
ther 
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ther  raifed  from  the  Dead,  many  thou- 
lands  of  Bees.  But  there  are  other  Ways 
which  I  have  made  life  of  with  great  Suc- 
cefs,  when  I  have  feen  the  Numbers  have 
been  too  great  for  my  Hand  to  recover ; 
which-  may  indeed  be  bed  for  thofe  that 
are  afraid  of  the  afore  defcrib’d  Method  : 
That  is,  I  have  fpread  a  Pocket  Handker¬ 
chief  on  the  Grafs,  and  fo  pick'd  up  all 
my  Bees  that  have  been  fo  chill’d  and 
kill’d,  (it  may  be  five  or  fix  hundred  at  a 
Timej  and  carry’dthem  in,  and  laid  them 
at  a  convenient  Diftance  from  the  Fire, 
that  the  Heat  might  be  very  moderate  ; 
and  fo  now  and  then  turning  them,  that 
they  might  all  (by  turns)  have  a  fhare  of 
the  Warmth;  always  remembering  to  tie 
up  the  Corners  of  my  Handkerchief  loofe- 
ly  ;  but  however,  fo  that  they  may  not 
crawl  out  before  they  are  able  to  fly,  fo 
would  they  be  loft  in  and  about  the  Fire. 
So  when  I  have  found  by  their  Humming 
and  their  lively  attempting  to  get  out, 
that  they  were  able  to  fly,  I  have  carried 
them  out  into  my  Garden,  and  opening 
my  Handkerchief,  they  have  all  ftOwn 
Home,  every  one  to  his  own  Hive,  as 
readily  as  if  they  never  had  been  dead. 

At  other  Times,  I  have  taken  four  or 
five  Dutch  thin  Boxes,  and  with  a  Nail  (or 
Bodkin)  making  Holes  in  the  Covers,  to 

give 
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give  them  Air,  have  gone  and  fill'd  thefe 
Boxes  with  dead  Bees,  and  put  them  in 
my  Breeches  Pockets,  (that  of  the  Coat 
or  Waiftcoat  is  not  warm  enough)  and  fo 
let  them  remain  half  an  Hour  or  more  *, 
and  then  opening  the  Boxes  in  the  Gar¬ 
den,  they  have  all  gone  Home  as  before. 

But  there  is  another  Caufe  of  Death, 
and  that  is  Famine:  And  thefe  alfo  may 
be  raifed  to  Life,  as  well  as  the  other, 
but  will  not  be  fo  foon  invigorated  by 
Warmth,  as  thofe  before  fpoken  of,  w  hich 
died  of  Cold. 

I  was  on  the  eleventh  Day  of  April*, 
1702,  walking  in  my  Apiary ,  obferving 
my  Bees:  I  faw  that  one  of  my  Hives  of 
Bees  did  not  work  at  all,  nor  a  Bee  wag, 
which  I  was  much  concern’d  at,  becaufe  I 
thought  it  a  very  brifk  one;  fo  turning  it 
up  to  fee  what  was  the  Matter,  I  found 
(to  my  great  Trouble)  the  Bees  were  all 
dead,  and  I  at  that  Time  ignorant  of 
what  I  am  now  treating  of :  So  walking 
about,  and  mufing  on  my  Misfortune, 
brought  upon  me  by  my  own  Careleffnefs 
in  neglecting  to  feed  them,  which  would 
have  prevented  it;  and,  at  the  fame  Time 
calling  to  mind  that  they  could  not  have 
been  long  dead,  for  1  had  feen  them  play 
in  and  out  at  the  fame  Hive  but  three 
Days  before:  At  Jaft  I  came  to  a  Refolm 

tion 
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tkm  to  try  an  Experiment,  which,  if  it 
fhould  fucceed,  would  very  much  pleafc 
me ;  if  not,  it  would  do  me  no  Damage. 
The  Sun  at  that  Time  fhining  out  very 
hot  upon  the  Gravel- Walks,  not  a  little 
encouraged,  me  in  the  Enterprise.  I  call'd 
for  a  Dozen  of  Plates  to  be  brought  me  : 

I  went  and  fill’d  them  all  with  my  dead 
Bees,  which  were  mod  of  them  fallen 
down  on  the  Bench  whereon  they  flood 
tho’  fome  were  betwixt  the  Combs,  which 
I  alfo  knock’d  out,  and  put  to  their  Fel¬ 
lows  and  fo  I  left  my  Plates  of  Bees 
where  the  Sun  did  fhine  hotted,  fo  that 
they  were  heated  above  and  below,  by 
the  hot  Gravel  underneath  the  Plates,  and 
the  Sun  fhining  upon  them  •,  where  for  a 
Time  I  left  them,  with  much  Curiofity 
and  Expedition  waiting  for  the  Event. 
When  they  had  lain  in  this  Pofture  about 
half  an  Hour,  to  my  then  great  Amaze¬ 
ment,  I  faw  many  of  them  in  every  Place 
begin  to  wag  their  Legs,  which  gave  me 
Hopes  of  Succefs  *,  fo  waiting  about  half 
an  Hour  longer,  they  all  began  to  wag 
their  Wings,  and  to  move  their  Bodies  a 
little,  and  in  fome  Time  after  to  begin  to 
crawl  about  a  little.  So  then  I  took  fome 
Honey,  and  with  a  long  Knife  fpread  all 
the  Combs  of  the  Hive,  and  then  tumbled 
them  all  into  their  Hive,  where  fome 

H  duck 
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duck  by  their  Backs,  Tome  by  their  Wings, 
in  the  Honey.  Could  they  have  been 
kept  a  quarter  of  an  Hour  longer  in  the 
Sun,  they  would  have  been  more  lively, 
but  this  could  not  be,  for  I  kept  them 
there  as  long  as  they  would  flay  on  my 
Plates  ;  a  little  while  longer  flaying,  they 
would  have  all  gone  off  the  Plates,  and 
been  loft,  crawling  about  the  Garden. 
But  having  put  them  all  home  into  their 
old  Houfe,  I  turn’d  them  up,  and  fet 
them  in  their  old  Place  again  ;  putting 
alio  a  Plate  of  Honey  under  them,  to  try 
if  it  were  poiTible  to  recover  them  :  For 
knowing  that  they  dy’d  of  Famine,  I 
thought  if  they  were  but  recover’d  enough 
to  eat  their  Honey,  they  might  poflibly 
live,  and  yet  become  ferviceable.  And  I 
was  not  millaken,  for  they  did  eat  their 
Honey  ;  and  tho5  none  of  them  came  out 
of  the  Mouth  of  the  Hive  for  feveral 
Days,  (not  being  able  to  fly)  yeti  found 
every  Day,  when  I  examined  them,  by 
knocking  gently  on  their  Stool,  that  by 
their  Buzzing,  (  which  they  always  make 
upon  hearing  the  lead  Noife)  that  they 
were  ilronger  and  flronger ;  and  in  about 
feven  or  eight  Days,  they  came  out  and 
let  to  work,  in  order  to  reward  me  for  my 
Care  of  them. 


Thus 
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Thus  I  have  given  you  an  Account  of 
Matter  of  Fabl :  If  any  of  more  Ingenui¬ 
ty  or  Leifure  will  graft  upon  this  Stock, 
or  improve  this  Experiment  to  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Bee-Garden,  I  have  my 
Defire* 


CHAP*  XXL 

How  to  make  English  Canary ,  no  Way 
inferior  to  the  left  of  Spanifh  Wines . 

ONE  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds 
will  make  a  Barrel  of  very  good 
Mead:  But  if  you  make  it  of  clear  FIo- 
ney,  then  your  bed  Way  is  to  allow  four 
Pounds  to  every  Gallon  of  Water.  Let 
your  Quantity  be  much  or  little,  (which 
you  ought  to  govern  yourfelf  by,  either 
confidering  the  Bignefs  of  your  Cafk,  or 
the  Quantity  of  Honey  you  have  to  make 
up  into  MeadJ  mix  it  in  your  Copper, 
and  then  boil  it,  and  fcumit  well  ;  which 
Stum  you  may  drain  thro’  Hippocrates’’ s 
Sleeve,  or  a  taper  Bag  made  of  Swan- 
fkin,  with  a  Hoop  at  the  broad  End,  let¬ 
ting  the  narrow  End  come  to  a  Point. 

H  2  This 
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This  Bag  will  make  it  as  fine  as  the  other , 
thro’  which  you  may  put  it.  When  your 
Mead  is  almoft  cold,  tun  it  up,  clay  it 
down,  and  let  it  hand  till  it  is  fine,  and 
old  enough  to  drink ;  which  fometimes 
will  be  fooner  than  other,  according  to 
the  Time  of  the  Year  and  Weather  that 
comes  upon  it  alter  making.  This  Liquor 
is  one  of  the  choiceft  of  Wines,  as  well  as 
the  moft  wholefome  of  all  Vinous  Liquors 
in  the  World,  and  ought  to  be  drank  and 
made  ufe  of  in  PofTets,  £s fc.  as  Canary  ; 
and  thus  ufed,  it  is  impoffible  to  know 
whether  the  Poffet  was  made  of  your  own 
Mead  or  Canary. 

Thus  for  making  of  Mead  with  clear 
Honey.  But  if  you  do  it  with  the  Wafh- 
ings  of  Combs,  or  diffolve  all  your  Honey 
from  the  Combs ;  then  you  muft  diffolve 
it  in  warm  Water,  till  an  Egg  will  fwim 
in  the  Mead  the  Breadth  of  a  Shilling. 
But  here  you  muft  be  very  careful,  that 
before  you  break  your  Combs  into  the 
Sieve,  or  Strainer,  you  feparate  all  the 
young  Bees,  which  you  may  eafily  know, 
from  the  Honey,  and  alfo  the  Sandrach, 
( or  Bee-Bread)  which  is  a  yellow  Subftance 
with  which  fome  of  the  Cells  are  fill’d  ; 
which  otherwife  will  give  your  Mead  an 
ill  Tafte :  And  then  proceed  to  boil, 
fcum,  and  tun  as  before* 
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It  is  bed  if  it  be  kept  till  it  is  a  Year 
old;  and  if  you  make  it  well,  (as  before) 
it  will  keep  as  long  as  you  pleafe.  I  have 
fome  now  by  me  of  almoft  Nine  Years 
old. 


THE 

CONCLUSION. 


OH  wonderful !  Hath  the  All-wife 
Creator  plac’d  fuch  Wifdom,  fuch 
curious  Art,  fuch  Fortitude  and  Forefight5 
fo  polite  a  Government,  and  fuch  indefa¬ 
tigable  Induftry  in  Creatures  fo  fmall  as 
the  Bees!  Then  let  us  admire  and  adore, 
and  put  ou rfe Ives  under  the  Prote&ion  of 
that  Divine  Being,  from  whence  all  Wif¬ 
dom  and  Goodnefs  flows.  Are  thefe  In¬ 
fers  fo  induftrious  for  their  own  Preferva- 
tion,  by  timely  gathering  of  Honey  for 
their  future  Support  and  Happinefs  ?  And 
Hr  all  we  negledl  the  Unum  Necejfarium ,  of 
Chiefeft  Good  ;  the  future  Happinefs  of 
our  immortal  Souls  ?  Our  Heavenly  Pa¬ 
id  3  ther 
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ther  hath  not  conceal'd  from  us  where 
this  Honey  is  to  be  had.  In  his  wonder¬ 
ful  Works  of  Creation  and  Providence, 
he  hath  taught  us  very  much  and  in  his 
Word,  much  more.  Let  us  then  imitate 
the  induftrious  Bee,  who  goes  from  Flow¬ 
er  to  Flower  for  Honey,  and  labours  not 
in  vain  :  So  every  Leaf  of  our  Bible  is  full 
of  Honey,  full  of  Grace,  full  of  Love, 
if  we  would  but  take  Pains. _  by  Reading, 
Prayer,  and  Meditation,  to  gather  the 
Sweetnefs  that  is,  in  them  :  W e  fhould 
then  find  our  Labour  not  to  be  in  vain. 
Can  thefe  poor  Bees  be  rais’d  to*  Life 
when  dead,  by  the  Skill,  Care,  and  Dili¬ 
gence  of  Man  ?  And  why  not  dead  Sin¬ 
ners,  who  are  dead  in  ‘Trefpaffes  and  Sins , 
be  rais’d  to  a  Life  of  Grace  here,  and  to 
a  Life  of  Glory  hereafter  in  Heaven,  by 
the  Power,  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  who  is  both  able  and 
willing  to  perform  this  great  Work  upon 
us,  and  in  us,  if,  we  fincerely  and  in  earned: 
go  to  him,  who  is  rich  in  Grace  to  all  that 
call  upon  him?  He  hath  made  it  appear, 
that  he  is  willing  we  fhould  come  to  him, 
that  he  may  raife  us  from  the.  Death  of  Sin 
to  the  Life  of  Right eoufnefs  :  And  he  has 
declar’d  in  his  Word,  to  be  able  to  fav.e  to 
the  utter moft  •,  who  hath  fhew’d  us  his 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy,  in  fending  his  cnty 
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begotten  Son  to  be  our  Saviour  and  Re¬ 
deemer  ^  who  is  Life  itfelf,  and  was  fent 
to  raife  us  from  Death  to  Life ,  and  from  the 
Power  of  Satan  unto  God .  But  we  are 
wanting  to  ourfelves  ;  we  keep  at  a  Dis¬ 
tance  from  him,  as  the  Jews  of  old,  of 
whom  Chrid  (when  upon  the  Earth)  com¬ 
plain’d,  You  will  not  come  unto  me r  that  ye 
might  have  Life.  Now  this  Negledt  of 
ours  mult  arife  from  one  of  thefe  two 
Things  •,  either  we  do  not  think  our  Cafe 
fo  bad  as  it  is,  that  we  do  fo  much  dand 
in  need  of  this  Life  which  is  offer’d  us  in 
Chrid  ;  or  elfe  we  do  not  believe  him  to 
be  both  able  and  willing  to  fave  us.  As 
to  the  fird.  We  have  all  broken  the  Holy 
Law  of  God,  and  ftarcd  condemned  by 
the  Law  for  it:-  Yhe  Soul  that  fins ,  muft 
die .  And  as  to  the  fecond,  Chrid  is  not 
only  able,  but  willing  to  fave  us  :  Come 
unto  me^  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden ,  and  I  will  give  you  Reft :  All  thofs 
that  come  unto  me>  1  will  in  no  wife  caft 
out ,  &c. . 

Lhen  led s  away ,  without  delays 
Unto  his  I hr  one  of  Grace  \ 

And  try  if  we9  by  Faith  can  fee 
Bis  ever -glorious  Face . 
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His  gracious  Call  is  to  us  all , 

Let's  heavy-laden  come  : 

Oh ,  Ever-bleft  !  he'll  give  us  Rejl  , 
We  need  not  fear  his  Boom, 

His  Sacred  Word  is  on  Record. , 

He'll  turn  his  gracious  Face ; 

Lb  ere  was  no  Blame  to  them  that  came 
Lo  leg  his  Help  and  Grace . 

9T was  for  our  Good  he  feed  his  Blood  5 
Oh,  mat  chiefs  was  his  Love  l 

And  why  fhould  we  ungrateful  be. 

And  not  his  Grace  improve  ? 

Now ,  gracious  Lord ,  thy  Help  afford  5 
Grant  we  thy  Servants  may , 

By  thy  fweet  Dove ,  now  (from  above ) 
And  always  taught  to  pray , 

L hy  Kingdom  come ,  thy  Will  be  done 
On  Earth  as  Heaven  9 1 is  •, 

And  grant  that  we  thy  Face  may  fee. 

In  Everlajling  Blifs .  Amen, 
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THE  Farrier’s  Difpenfatory  :  In  Three  Parts, 
containing,  i .  A  Defcription  of  the  medicinal 
Simples,  commonly  made  ufe  of  in  the  Difeafes  of 
Horfes,  with  their  Virtues  and  Manner  of  Operation, 
didributed  into  proper  Clafles,  &c.  2.  The  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  Simples,  Vegetables,  Animal  and  Mineral  ; 
with  an  Explanation  of  the  mod;  ufeful  Terms,  both 
in  the  Chymical  and  Gaknical  Pharmacy.  3.  A 
Number  of  ufeful  Compolitions  and  Receipts,  fuited 
to  the  Cure  of  all  Difeafes,  never  before  publifhed;  as 
alfo  thofe  of  greated  Account  from  Soileyfell,  Ruini, 
Blundevill,  and  other  celebrated  Authors,  digeded 
under  their  proper  Heads  of  Powders,  Balls,  and 
Drinks,  Ointments,  Charges,  Sec.  The  proper  Me¬ 
thod  of  compounding  and  making  them.  With  ma¬ 
ny  ufeful  Obfervations  and  improvements,  tending 
to  their  right  Adminidration,  To  which  is  alfo  ad¬ 
ded,  A  complete  Index  of  all  the  Medicines  contain’d 
in  the  Book,  whether  Simple  or  Compound,  with  a 
Table  of  Difeafes  pointing  to  the  Remedy  proper  in 
each  Malady.  By  W.  Gibfon,  Author  of  the  Farri¬ 
er’s  New  Guide. 

The  true  Method  of  Dieting  Horfes.  Containing 
many  curious  and  ufeful  Obfervations  concerning, 
their  Marks,  Colour,  and  external  Shape  ;  their 
Temper  and  Indin&s,  and  how  they  are  to  be  go¬ 
verned,  fo  as  to  prevent  Accidents  and  Difeafes. 
The  proper  Method  of  Feeding  fuited  to  their  Age, 
Strength,  and  Conditution  ;  wherein  the  pernicious 
Cudoms  which  have  obtain’d  among  many  ignorant 
Grooms  and  other  Pretenders  to  Horfemanfhip,  are 
expofed,  and  their  Errors  carefully  amended.  Under 
which  is  likewife  contain’d  the  right  and  proper  Ex« 
ercife,  neceffary  not  only  in  the  abovementioned  Re- 
fpe&s,  but  apply’d  to  the  mod  ufual  Services  requir’d 
of  Horfes,  whether  thofe  for  Travelling  and  Labour, 
thofe  for  the  Manage,  or  thofe  for  Pleafure.  As  alfo 
Obfervations  concerning  the  right  Ordering  of 
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Troop-Horfes,  with  a  Difcourfe  of  Breeding,  found¬ 
ed  on  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle’s  fhort  Method  ;  very 
necelfary  for  the  improving  our  Breed,  and  raifing  a 
beautiful  and  ufeful  Race  of  Horfes.  By  the  fame 
Author. 

The  Gentleman’s  Pocket  Farrier.  Shewing  how 
to  ufe  your  Horfe  on  a  Journey  :  And  what  Remedies 
are  proper  for  common  Misfortunes  that  may  befal 
him  on  the  Road.  By  Capt.  William  Burdon. 

The  Pradlical  Farrier  ;  or,  full  Inllrudlions  for 
Country  Gentlemen,  Farmers,  Graziers,  Farriers, 
Carriers,  Sportfmen,  &c.  containing,  Rules  for  Breed¬ 
ing  and  Training  up  of  Colts  ;  a  very  curious  Col- 
k&icn  of  well-experienced  Obfervations,  and  up¬ 
wards  of'Two  Hundred  Practical  Receipts,  for  the 
Cure  of  All  common  Dilfempers  incident  to  Horfes, 
Oxen,  Cows,  Calves,  Sheep,  Lambs,  Hogs  and 
Dogs;  di gelled  under  their  proper  Heads:  Many  of 
which  have  been  pradlifed  for  many  Years  with  great 
Succefs,  and  the  reft  taken  from  the  lateft  and  moll 
approved  Authors,  Noblemen,  and  Gentlemen,  &c. 
viz.  Capt.  Burdon,  Dr.  Bracken,  Lord  Orrery,  Ge¬ 
neral  Seymour,  Sir  John  Packington,  Portman  Sey¬ 
mour,  Efqj  Mr.  Solleyfell,  Mr.  Gibfon,  Mr.  Snape, 
Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Nichollbn,  Mr.  Mafcall,  Mr. 
Shuttleworth,  Mr.  Fitzheibert,  Mr.  Tyfon,  &c.  By 
a  Society  of  Country  Gentlemen,  Farmers,  Graziers, 
Sportfmen,  &c.  The  Fourth  Edition.  With  the 
Addition  of  feveral  curious  Receipts. 

Medicina  Statica;  being  the  Aphorifms  of  Sando- 
rius  tranflaied  into  Englifh  ;  with  large  Explanations. 
To  which  is  added,  Dr.  Kiell’s  Medicina  Statica  Bri¬ 
tan  nica,  with  comparative  Remarks  and  Explanations. 
As  alfo  Medico -Phyfical  Elfays  on  Agues,  Fevers,  an 
Elallick  Fibre,  the  Gout,  the  Leproly,  King’s-Evil, 
and  Venereal  Difeafes.  By  John  Quincy,  M,  D.  The 
Third  Edition,  in  8vo. 
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H  E  Practical  Farmer  ;  containing  many  new 


Improvements  in  Hufbandry.  i.  Of  melio¬ 


rating  the  different  Soils,  and  all  other  Branches  of 
Bufmefs  relating  to  a  Farm.  2.  Of  the  Nature  of 
the  feveral  Sorts  of  Wheat,  and  the  Soil  proper  for 
each.  3.  Of  the  great  Improvement  of  Barley  by 
brineing  the  Seed,  after  an  entire  new  Method,  and 
without  Expence.  4.  Of  increafing  Crops  of  Peafe 
and  Beans  by  Horfe  houghing.  5.  Of  the  Trefoyle, 
Clover,  Lucerne,  and  other  foreign  Grafies.  6.  A 
new  Method  to  improve  Land  at  a  fmall  Expence, 
with  burnt  Clay.  7.  Of  the  Management  of  Cows, 
and  Sheep,  fuckling  of  Calves,  Lambs,  &c.  With 
Means  to  prevent,  and  Remedies  to  cure  Rottennefs 
in  Sheep.  8.  How  to  keep  Pigeons  and  tame  Rab¬ 
bits  to  Advantage.  9,  A  new  Method  of  planting 
and  improving  Fruit  Trees  in  Ploughed  Fields. 
The  4th  Edit.  In  two  Parts.  By  William  Ellis  of 
Little  Gaddefden  in  Hertfordshire,  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Mr.  Switzer’s  Compendious  Method  for  the  railing 
of  the  Italian  Brocoli,  Spanifli  Cardoon,  Celeriac, 
Finochi,  and  other  foreign  Kitchen  Vegetables.  Alfo 
an  Account  of  the  Lucerne,  St.  Foyne,  Clover,  and 
other  Grafs  feeds.  With  the  Method  of  burning 
Clay  for  the  Improvement  of  Land.  The  Sixth 
Edition.  To  which  is  added,  a  Differtation  on  the 
Cythifus  of  the  Antients,  a  Plant  which  may  be  fuc- 
cefsfully  made  Ufe  of  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
moft  dry  barren  Land :  Alio  an  Account  of  the  great 
Profits  which  arife  from  fowing  the  Lucerne,  and 
burning  of  Clay,  Price  2s.  The  Additions  may  be 
had  alone,  Price  is. 

The  Landlord’s  Companion :  Or,  Ways  and  Means 
to  raife  the  Value  of  Land  :  Containing,  1.  Confi- 
derations  on  the  Reafonablenefs  and  Neceffity  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  Fanning  Interell  particularly  the  Corn 
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Trade.  2.  Confederations  on  the  Cattle  Trace,  and 
the  Methods  of  raifing  the  Britifh  Rents.  3.  Confi- 
derations  on  other  Methods  of  relieving  our  Land¬ 
holders.  With  political  Difcourfes  on  the  Land-Tax, 
War,  and  o'ther  Subje&s,  occafionally  intermixed. 
By  William  Allen  of  Fobfton  in  Pembrokefhire,  Efq; 
Svo.  Price  is.  N.  B.  Theft  Pamphlets  are  all  printed 
in  8vo.  and  may  be  had  bound  together . 

Five  Hundred  new  Receipts  in  Cookery,  Confec¬ 
tionary,  Pailry,  Preferving,  Conferving,  and  Pick¬ 
ling;  and  the  feveral  Branches  of  thefe  Arts  necefTary 
to  be  known  by  all  good  Houfe-wives  :  Alfo  the 
Terms  of  Art  for  Carving,  with  Inflrudtions  for 
Carving  according  tothofe  Terms  of  Art,  and  a  Bill 
of  Fare  for  every  Month  in  the  Year.  By  John 
Middleton,  Cook  to  his  Grace  the  late  Duke  of  Bol¬ 
ton,  Svo.  Price  3s. 

The  Britifh  Carpenter :  Or,  A  Treatife  of  Car. 
pentry.  Containing  the  mofl  concife  and  authentick 
Rules  of  that  Art,  in  a  more  ufeful  and  extenfive 
Manner  than  has  been  made  publick.  To  which  are 
added  the  celebrated  Andrea  Palladio’s  Orders  of  Ar¬ 
chitecture,  with  the  Ornaments  of  Doors  and  Win¬ 
dows,  proportioned  and  adj  ailed  by  Divifions  on 
Scales  t  together  with  the  accurate  Cufves  of  their 
Mouldings,  and  their  Application  to  Ufe.  By  Fran¬ 
cis  Price.  Recommended  by  Mr.  N.  Hawkfmoor, 
Mr.  John  James,  and  Mr.  James  Gibbs.  The  3d 
Edition,  Quarto.  Price  10s. 

A  Treatife  of  the  Difeafes  of  Children.  To  which 
are  added,  Obfervations  on  the  Epilepfy,  Pal fy,  Dia¬ 
betes,  the  Venereal  and  other  Difeafes.  Publifh’d 
originally  in  Latin,  (at  the  Requeft  of  the  accom¬ 
pli  fd  Dr.  Sydenham)  By  the  late  learned  Walter 
Flarris,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians, 
and  Profefior  of  Surgery  in  the  fame  College.  Tran¬ 
slated  into  Englifh,  by  John  Martyn,  F.  R.  S.  Pro- 
feifor  of  Botany  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge.  For 
the  Ufe  of  private  Families;  the  Recipes  and  Phyfi¬ 
cians  Marks  of  Quantities  being  in  Words  at  Length, 
&YQ.  Price  3s.  6df  "  2 


